VERY INSPIRING

ROTHERHAM UTD, I, LUTON TOWN 1

THAT Jack of all trades, Kelth Allen was both villaln,
lwlhupn unwittngly, and hero for the Town In & hards
aught bt wol yery louplelng mateh at Rotherham thils
aliernoon,

Ihree minutes hefore half-time he conceded whal
can bo best deseribed an a contraoversial penalty for
handds,

There s no doubt that he did handle, but he
Clatmed, probably with some fustification, that he was
wished on to the ball by Watson, In which ease the
vandiing was undntentional, But the referee had no
doabt about I, and Rotherham went one up, which
wis no o more than they deserved at that stage,

However, Allen, the player who never falls below
the wtandard he han set for himself, redadjusted the
bulance, shartly after the Interval, with a neatly headed
poal, and for me he was the man of the mateh,

Fhin wan not o particnlarly distinguished display
by the Town, but what can one say about a team which
has now taken 1 polnts out of 18 away from home?

An Aleo Stock wald list weckend: "We seem (o
have yot (0 about cight i away matehes,” and who
amc oo argue aboat that after this, another most
encouraging result ¢

Once agaln 1t wan a display with heavy emphasis
on defence, nnd rellance on MacDonald and Tees as the
utelkers, with anclltary help from French, who, how
over, wan not Inoone of his most direct moods, and
tended o hang on (o the ball,

Tees, to me a good player, 4 taking a good deal
of punishment through lack of support, and again he
had o brulsing afternoon

At (he same tme | can feel sympathy for the
comparatively nexperienced MacDonald, who I8 carrys
Ing o heavy load with the minlmum of service,

Defensively there were timoes when things were
not working well, especlally fn the fiest half, when
Stough, perhaps apprehensive of (he striklng power
of Vantham, wad gommlog up the offslde trap by
hanglog back (oo far,

However, on the whaole the syatem worked well,
and I thought Ryan and Bannister did a good job
agalnst a couple of threatening wingers,

Nicholl had something of a handful In Lownes,
the player Rotherham could have sold for £20,000
recently, and although | feal he could assert himself
more, he atill came oul on top

In midfield the Town were not really In command

When Keen  disteibuted the ball accurately he
looked a Best-class player, but Colling too often seemed
to be In Nomanstand, and T sl question the wisdam
of trylng to play with one effective winger, a deficlency
which s underlined when French (g held, as he was
montly today ¥

All Inoall, [0 was o pretty uf sort of game,
with Rotherham losing all thelrs thm after the
cuallser, and more or less disintegfiting when Mea
and went ol throueh Injury, and Hague, who had

pen a force Inomid-tield, had to drop back,

' There was no doubt that the Town earncd thele

olnt, perhaps the hard way, and they were In no

5""‘” at all, once they had galned equallty, 10 24
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