LAST-MINUTE
GOAL BOOSTS
THE TOWN...

SENSATION came when Reading turned out in lastg’;
night’s game against the Town with only ten men‘:f'
because their goalkeeper Steve Death had been
delayed. Left-back Denis Butler wore the green ]'er-._
sey, but only for Seconds, because immediqtely play
was on Death raced on to the field. Jis
Immediately the sodden turf began to cut up wx.th':i
players slithering all over the place, and it was plaia
that this was to be a test of endurance rather than

skill. ER'C PUGH

Conditions were shocking.
Having worked hard to clear

their pitch of snow and ice, . i
Reading were unlucky to  ON '(]St nlg ht S
encounter rain which, in ; :

the last three-quarters of an
* hour before kick-off, became
almost torrential.
All the stand seats were
sold. Those who kad to be

big match

content with the open end
of the ground were clearly

in for a drenching.

SLIPPERY

Neither side made
appreciable progress for
time because of the difficul-

ties in maintaining control

of the slippery bail.

One who managed to do
so. was MacDonald
course of a brilliant long run
down  the left, at the end
of which he created the first
clear-cut opening of  the
match. -

He squared the ball lo
to Tees, whose shot was
scrambled away by Death.
Even allowing for the con-
~ditions, my feeling was that
Tees should have drawn first
blood for the Town.

Reading’s reply _was
prompt, because they gained
two corners on the 'right,
the second of which would
have brought them the first
goal but for the wvigilance
of Jardine.
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TEAMS

READING: Death; Dixon,
Butler; Wagstaftf B, Allen D,
Sharpe; Cumming, Chap-
pell, Habbin, Wagstaff T,
Williams. Substitute: Bell,

LUTON TOWN: Davie;
Ryan, Jardine; Slough, Bran-
ston, Moore; MacDonald,
Collins, Tees, Keen, French.
Substitute: Allen K.

Referee: B. Turner, Ruge-
ley, Staffs.

A

distinctly of the *“crashing’
variety, and the referees had
admonishing ‘words, but no
more, with ~Branston and
Slough.

Then the latter had his
feet cut from under him to
give Collins another free-
kick = that caused @ some
trouble in front of the homa
goal.

rhe Town were a little
more persistent in their at-

Davie failed to cut out | tacks, but now they were”
the cross, and Habbin's| being subjected to some
header was cleared from| heavy tackling, of which

under the ba: by the left-
back.

The Town moved forward
again, first MacDonald and
then Slough had hefty shots
charged down.

Allen and Tees were vie-|
tims.

Hereabouts, the Towa
began to press heavily, the
Reading defence was im
some trouble, and Mac-~

Next threat came from Donald had a point-blank
Williams, switching to the shot luckily saved by
right, and after being half- Death. =

checked twice, he got in a
shot that was deflected over
the top.

A foul by Slough brought
a free-kick in a dangerous
position. It crashed into the
barrier of players and re-
bounded to Butler, whose
rising drive was brilliantly
pulled down by Davie.

Then came a cruel slice
of luck for the Town when
MacDonald saw a header
from a cross by Slough
smack against a post with
Death hopelessly beaten,

In the first half an hour
the Town, having set about
their task with determina-
tion, were at least as good
as their opponents,

MacDonald was very
much on form, and he might
easily have caught. Death
napping with a side-footad
shot.

For a time Reading were
the

out of the pioture as
Town gained confidence, but
failed to profit from a free-
kick for a foul by Branston.,

A move immediately after-
wards when MacDonald was
pulled down nearly brought
a goal. With Reading ap-
pealing for offside, however,
Tees headed wide of the far
post.

SUBSTITUTED

With seven minutes to go
to half-time, French, who
had been limping, was called

On the way play had goae,
the Town should have been
in front, but they had not
quite been able to make the
utmost use of their chances.

Branston was hurt in a
mix-up which Jardine sorted
out, but soon carried on,
and Reading suddenly spar-
ked into life. :

Tony Wagstaffi made an
awkward centre that might
have got in at the near
angle of the woodwork,
but for Davie’s vigilance.,

Now, with 25 minutes lefit,
the heat was really on, with
Reading apparently having
found their second wind, .
and it was the Town’s turn
to withstand pressure,

STRANGE
Definitely the game had
swung against the Town,
This was strange, because
not so long before they had
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seemed so very much in
command,

Yet they had the courage
to hit back, and Tees neargly
connected with a long centre
by Allen,

Shock for Reading came
when Death could not hold
onto a low drive from Keith
Allen. -

A lucky escape for

the
Town came a

quarter of an

hour from the end  when |

Dayie mispunche@i, a corner,

an -

off, and Keith 'Al'le‘n s%nt on.

and Williams,. aiming at
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