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Typical incident in’ Bury's

yl

Lo st s

desperate defence against the Town at Kemlworth Road
on Tuesday evening.

This is

9'70

too hospitable!

LUTON TOWN 0, BURY 0

REALLY, this result was carrying
the cause of hospitality too far,
but Kenilworth Road, in the past
the graveyard of so many visiting
teams’ hopes, is now becoming
almost a home from home for
opponents.

Of the last seven- visitors, five
have gone away with some reward,
and the loss of seven points during
this period has taken the edge off
the Town’s promotion bid.

In view of what went on,
a fantastic result, made even more un-
expected by the fact that Bury have the
worst - defensive record in the Division.
Frankly, they looked it, too, as they
struggled nearly all the first half.

There was plenty or urgency and
movement by the Town, with the early
ancillary support of Ryan and Slough
threatening to cause havoc down the
Bury left flank. ¢ :

Bury were uncertain, too, in the
middle. Chances had to ceme for the
Town, and they did. The first of five I

this was

counved in the first half, ended when
MacDonald missed the far post from
Ryan's pass.
- *
Headed wide

Then Harrison should. have done
better than head wide from a centre by
Keen. and this ‘was followed by Tees
hitting . the side netting from close in
and then shooting: straight at the feet

of Ramsbottom as the goalkeeper came
out. 3

Something similar happened when
Collins broke through, and the effect was
that the Town became more and more
frustrated.

For almost the whole of the 45
minutes, it was one-way traffic, with Bury
breaking out only infrequently. Once,
Davie caused concern by mls;udgmg a
high ball, but fortunately for him, it went
for a corner.

The only Bury move that promised a
2cal, came when a Kerr centre was des-

tined for the ‘head of Jones until Ryan

mtervened m spectacular style.

Had _the goals come for the Town
as they should, there would have been
praise for ﬂw way they played, but smart
approach "is' mo earthly use vmhout the
vital end product. ?

Having survived what was for them,
a torrid first half, Bury's defence showed
more composure afterwards, doubtless

By ERIC PUGH

inspired - bv the fine anticipation and
handling of Ramsbottom, who seemed
to attract the ball like a magnet.

A tairly ominous gap down their
middle was remedied to some extent, and
the Town did not find the clear openings
accruing as thev had. What did crop up

were more or less half chances, until
the dving seconds of the match. .
Then. it seemed that all the frus-

tration was about to be removed when
a quick movement left MacDonald a few
yvards from goal with only Ramsbottom
to beat.

Tried too hard

Possibly. mindful of what had gone
before. he triad to make absolutely cer-
tain, perhaps waited a split second tco
long and the brave Ramsbottom dived at
Lis feet to smother the shot, after which
the ball was scrambled for a corner.

Seldom will the Town's defence have
a more comfortable match, with Bran-
ston back to marshal it in his own rugged
stvle. There is no doubt that his strong
presence i1s of the utmost value.

Even though short of match prac-
Bannister returned to give his
compact, neat display, and Ryan,
the most improved player in the
side, was outstanding, with-Moore com-
pleting a sound back four. ;

In midfield. Keen was more impres-
sive -than Collins, who was replaced by
Allen 17 minutes from the end: and
Slough did not maintain his tearaway
start. é

For the moment, MacDonald has
mislaid his goal-touch. Shots that would
normally go in, are now missing by
inches. That will not last, and I find more
worrving, the lack of penetration pre-
sented by Tees, who is working hard
enough without getting the goals.

tice.
usual
surely

Possibly there could have been a
different storv had French been avail-
able. because there was a somewhat

pedestrian display by Harrison, who cer-
tainly should have made better use of
the ball. - . SR
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LU'ION TOWN:; Dm_dg»
nister; Slough, Branstom, | oore. Mac-
Donald, Collins (Allm). Tecs, Keen,
Harrison. :
BURY: Ramsbot;om, T!nn%‘ Sgue.
Hughes, Lyvon,  Holt; rmntt.f
Arrowamtfﬁ'(‘l‘owers). Jones, Rﬂ ‘Hince.
Refexece: B. H. Daniels, Rainham.
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