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TheSport

CHEERS!

Ups, downs and then up!

FTER THE disapp-
ointment of the
Town's narrow
ailure to win pro-
motion to the old Division
Two in 1969, Luton’s sup-
porters could have been for-
given for wondering
Whether the club’s ambi-
tions had folded when top
scorer and blue-eyed bo
ot Rioch vy elikos
Aston Villa for a record
£100,000 during the summer.
manager Alec Stock blded His
fore rushing out to spend
the Rioch mones, the oy signing
¢ was a young, little known
ack from Fulham.
" Milcolm Macdonald cost £18,500
and soon found himself thrust up
front after a

ave something that encou
Stock {0 continue with the e;
ment into the season proper
‘The Hatters got off to a nice
-ating Barrow at home 30
))efun Macdonald scored his first
al for the club in the 1.0 w
Bournemouth the following weel
“The execution of that goal was o
become a Macdonald special
7ok e e o yenes racig
clear of the defence to be first to a
through ball, drifting round the
goalkeoper before placing the ball
into the net

NEXT WEEK: Another fascinating look back on the Hatters...only in the sporty N

602551 Good prices aro pald.

A 32 home win over Orient fol
lowed, with the Town being 2

Halifa:
o immediately tabled a

“H will play for England one
was Halifax manager
Ball's brave promise. Right senti
ment, wrong country, as Nichol
went on to star for Northern Ire-

debutsinthe 20 winat Gilingtani
on 1969 to be followed up
BTy ki over Bris
tol Rovers as the Town strode away
at e topaf the division

e Ha hfict, went e firt
15 2tk heston befoeaia
20t Doncaster in front of a cr owd

ore bounclng back In

St ifa
p i wn e o5 major
riv als,the following ek

string of draws then followed
beftis RoshAAE ware ean ot S8R
Kenilworth Road

hdale were the surprise team
of me season and the game was a
fitting choice for the club's home
debut ton Match of the D
r the 50 home mrasnmg of
Bradford City on December 13 for-
tunes inexplicably ook a dive with
four straight defeats.

irstly, on Boxing Day, the
Town went down 1-0 at Ori

o am whiegut end o the

undefated home record tha

stretched back 18 months.
Worsawas tofollowwith .61

him
B e guile and
o paid Charlton 5
sy Matt Tee
porters, who had berated the
manager [oF ROt spending money,
could now appreciate why
Kept his powder dry as both Tees
and Nicholl made their Luton

thrashing at S} and then

game where mercurial winger Gra-
ham French could do no wrong
gwover, was  fairly
isolated occasion a
str .u,gm o put together another
lar to that which had

had stumbled at home, meant that
one point frum the remaining o
games would clinch an unlikely
mmouon for the

 Supporters travel

rid them o the {0p of the table
cartier n the seaso

Howing a series of draws and
deeatsthe Hatters had o travelto
Reading 2

soaked to the

skin, but enthralled
by a highly entertaining game set-
tled by Macdonald’s lastminute

goal.
‘The Town had lived to fight
another day but spoiled the good
by drawing their next two
‘games and then losing at relega-
tion threatened Traninere whers

o
‘April 20, 1970 to wit-
ness a poor excuse for a game of
football toput it mﬂd.\y but the 00
result w it. The Hat-
{ors were back In Dmsinn Two.

e final game, at Rochdale,
Frould probebly T hedy Tt S
had g riding on
e ot oo 1 e St
pitch, but the Town players waded
through the

ups by their fellow promotion
chasers, but putting thelr long suf-

om
winasif they had clinched the.
champio

With five games to g it looked
0dds on that Orient and Bristol
Rovers would secure the promotion

places with Fulham perhaps the

next best pla

The 10 win at Fulham, with
Macdonald the scorer against his
old club in r
B0 bk

the Town to leap-

by Flymouth ‘:ln front of the TV

ith pride being restored to a
logree with a 3-1 win at Bury in a

Walsall were seen cn‘ 30at
Kenilworth Ro ame staged
on the evening of (he FA Cup final

and then a solitary strike from Viv
Busby sottieda onas encounter
with ace-spoilers Southport which,
with the news that Bristol Rovers

emotions during a nine.
months.
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