CHARLTON ATHLETIC 1, LUTON TOWN 1

OVER-CONFIDENCE, or maybe it amounted to over-anxiety
oubtedly caused the Town to lose a point at The

in the end, und

Valle
other than likely

Hard fighters though
they were, Charlton never
geemed to have anything
approaching the ﬁre-.
power up front to suggest
they would check the
Town’s run of consecu-
tive victories.

In all probability they
would not have done So,
had not the Town, with the
game entering 1S final
phase, tried to slow down
play in somewhat exagger-
ated fashion.

Instead of continuing to
make progress and going
out for the goal that would
bave settled matters com-
pletely, they began to push
the ball about to each other
in midfield.

They have tried this
before this season, notably
at Sheffield recently but, on
that occasion, thev could
well afford to do so,
because they had four goals
in hand.

Mistake

No such margin bolstered
them on this occasion, and
with this sort of passing
reaching epidemic propor-
tions, Slough elected to
make a long, back pass to
Read when he could have
put the ball almost any-
where with complete safety.

As it turned out, the
goalkeeper had mot the

slightest chance of reaching
it, because Plumb, quick to
size up the
intercepted.
Read beat out his first
shot, but the centre-forward
possession,

situation,

regained and

y. on Saturday, from a game which they had never looked
to win after going ahead in the sixth minute.

By ERIC PUGH

this time, his attempt was
stopped by someone on the

goal-line, John Ryan, 1
think. '
Out it came  again and

this time, TREACY made
no mistake from point blank
range .— and that was the
end of the Town’s dream of
registering their sixth conse-
cutive League win, which
would have put them on top
of the table again, on goal
average.

Fine start

Their customary fine start
duly arrived  after SiX
minutes, when GIVENS,
who has developed a verit-
able hunger for goals
recently, came along with
another, fine - opportunist
effort.

With Graham  Moore,
appearing to be slack in his
covering, Givens picked up
a through pass, and, without
the slightest waste of time,
cracked it into the far
corner of the net.

Much of what followed
was not particularly enter-

taining, and there were
some distinctly shoddy pas-
sages, including one in
which the Town defence got
itself into an untypical
tangle, and Plumb missed

badly from close ‘in.

Then, I am certain ‘in my
own mind, that the Town
should have had a penalty
when MacDonald was

Town FC directors Eric Morecambe and Tom
Hodgson are happy about something. Obviously, it
wasn’t Charlton’s equaliser.

pulled down by Went and
Reeves.

Certainly, the referee
stopped play, but then took
the painless way out by
awarding the Town a free
kick for obstruction. I often
wonder whether the oppor-
tunity to make this sort of
award is not being used as
an escape route by some
referees.

Better

There was a better spell
from the Town early in the
second half, when MacDo-
nald might have increased
the lead when he
intercepted a back pass, but
his shot was deflected.

Givens too, twice
deserved a better fate for
his determination to get
among the goals again.

Went mostly had a grip
on MacDonald, who
scarcely looked in the big
money class on this ocea-
sion. Went however, had his
name taken for a foul on
the centre-forward, and
then came the other penalty
controversy.

There was no doubt that

Went handled as MacDo-
nald turned the ball goal-
wards, and the only ques-
tion affected exactly where
it took place. :
_ I had a plain view of the
incident, and my impression
was that ‘it was clearly
inside the area but, again
the referee denied the Town
their reward by giving a free
kick outside the line.

Kinsey on

With 12 minutes Ieft,
Charlton brought on Kinsey
for Ellis, and four minutes
later, thene was an enforced
substitution by the Town, as

Givens limped off with
ankle trouble, to be
replaced by Busby.

While the Town could

certainly point to bad luck
in the way in which two
vital penalty decisions went
against them, this was still a
match they should have won
with plenty to spare.
However, they were not

. so sharp in front of goal as

usual, and at times suffered
from inaccuracies in mid-
field, where 1 thought
Keen was the best of the
trio.

Again, there were strong

* contributions by Nicholl and

his henchman, John Moore.

We said last week that you can’t keep a goed man

down, but a Charlton defender appears te be making

a strong bid by putting his hands on the shoulders of

Town centre-forward Malcolm MacDonald as they go
up for a high ball.

who have developed. such a
fine understanding, and I
could not see much wrong
with either John Ryan or
Slough, -who were net
severely tested.

In one or
games, Read -bas looked
something less than con-
fident at times, but I am
glad to report that he was
well on top of the job on
this occasion, and showed
good anticipation.

CHARLTON ATHLETIC:
Wright; Curtis, Bruck;
Moore (G), Went, Reeves;
Ellis (Kinsey), Treacy, Plumb,
Davies, Peacock.

LUTON TOWN: Read;
Ryan (John), Slough; Hoy,
Nicholl, Moore (J); Ryan
(Jimmy), Court, MacDonald,
Keen, Givens (Busby).

Referee: E. Jolly, Man-
chester. Attendance: 12,928.
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