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} potball is a game of winning. We have played
points — like against Carlisle last week. I didn’t go
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better and lost
wild about this

performance. It was far from sensational and we shall have to do

something about it.”

~ And like the rest of the
17,000 onlookers, Mr Stock

as baffled by some of the
decisions made by Scar-
borough referee John
Thacker.

"L find it very difficult to
nderstand referees,” moaned
Mr Stock. “I try not to say
anything but it's very diffi-
ult.” |

 Mr Thacker, a GPO mecha-
nic, certainly got his lines
rossed on Saturday. Apart
om one or two peculiar
decisions, he was weak-
hinned when it came to
doling out discipline. Blant,
Munks and Travers of Pompey
could all have been booked for
malpractice, and John Moore
hould have been booked for
ugby tackling Hiron when he
escaped on the edge of the
penalty box.

‘Rugged

~was an effort that would
have delighted the Fijians, but
Moore himself knows it was
ungentlemanly conduct — at
the very least. Yet you get
booked for flicking the ball

away while you get into
position. It doesn't make

sense.
~ Portsmouth were as rugged
s dockyard workers in
efence — yet ambitious in
ttack. Hiron, Trebilcock and
cCann all reduced Luton’s

you, there was some
for Luton’s dodgy

. and got whacked
n his previous week’s
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hen on he was always

ous of his injury, a Ry
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. Givens continues to show

By ROGER DUCKWORTH ﬂo[ﬂ\

He was told to take a bath at
half-time, and Jack Bannister
made a return to the first
team. And what a good job he
did. He has lost none of his
edge in his sojourn in the
reserves, and he restored
some respectability to the

-back end of the Luton side.

Tremendous saves

Luckily goalkeeper Tony
Read was in splendid form.
and he made a collection of
tremendous saves and inter-
ceptions as Pompey threat-
ened to poach a point. And
with the injured Moore out of
the way Nicholl was able to
concentrate more on his own
Job, and he took a firmer grip
on the exploits of the skilful
Hiron.

John Ryan was not so
assertive as usual, but he will
be better remembered for his
eighth minute goal than for
some misuse of the ball. He
put the Town ahead by
smacking a push free-kick
from Keen past Milkins from
the corner of the box.

Slough was perhaps the best
Luton defender with Nicholl a
close second. But this was the
Luton rearguard’'s worst
display of the season.

With David Court left out
for experimental reasons,
Roger Hoy was not at his best
in midfield, and although he
put in his share of effort, he
too was guilty of some bad
distribution.

Despite always being zea-

én, Macdonald again showed
imirable devotion to duty.

Y
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ightful flair as a roaming,
‘[fm %ligem inside-forward and
"f‘ as he who settled the issue
soon after half-time. But what

towards the area he let go a
violent low shot which Milkins
looked to have covered. Then
it struck the foot of Macdonald
and was deflected over the

lously marked by two muscle-

a lucky effort it was. Racing in'

head of poor Milkins into the
net.

There was some fun in the
dressing room as to who
should claim the goal, but
Macdonald sportingly said: ‘I
was just trying to get out of
the way. It was Don’s goal.”

Luton's man of the match
was undoubtedly Mike Keen,

who commanded the pro-
ceedings from every section of
the pitch.

If Jimmy Ryan did not
always come up to scratch,
there is a reason for that too.
It was not revealed until later
that he was suffering from
concussion after a clash of
heads with George Ley. He
suffered two severe nose
bleeds in the dressing room,
but would not let on the extent
of his injury because John
Moore was in trouble.

Over-anxious

Ley had to leave to have
three stiches in a cut head.

Busby was brought into the
side to give the attack more
life, but he became over:
anxious to succeed, and often
forsook the left-wing position;
from where he could have
done more damage, in searct}
of action in the middle. :

That is not meant as an
unkind comment, and Busby
did some good work. But I
can’t help remembering his
long run in the second half
when he ignored Macdonald
who was in an ocean of open
space in front of goal.

Portsmouth were always a
brave side, especially goal-
keeper Milkins who took a bit
of a bashing but always came
back for more. Piper, too, had
a fine match.

The defence will have to
tighten up for the visit to
Cardiff next week. Former
Luton man McCann found
little trouble in equalising for
the Hampshire club in the
ninth minute. [y



