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Watford 0 Luton Town 1

LUTON TOWN beat their neighbours Watford with breath to spare
on Saturday. But they have to pay the price. Both Don Givens and
Roger Hoy were crocked and afterwards Town manager Alec Stock
told me: “It looks as if we have lost them for a week or two.”’

Mr Stock said he almost
pulled Givens off at half-
time, but decided to keep
going. It was just as well
he did because Hoy finally
succumbed to the pulled
thigh muscle that has
troubled him for a couple

By ROGER DUCKWORTH

and when Mike Keen headed
in Jimmy Ryan'’s corner in the
28th minute, Watford crum-
bled.

dogged and determined, there
was an air of “Thou shalt not
pass’’ about the Town’s last
line of resistance.

of weeks, and had to limp
off before the end.

He could hardly walk. And
Givens was not much better.
Afterwards he said: “It is that
Knee again. It went early in
the match and I was always

Luton took over in midfield
where Keen and Court were
superb, but they bothered
little about attack — which
was a bit disturbing for the
thousands of fans who had
travelled to cheer them on.

Court had one of his best
matches for Luton, and 1
couple him with Mike Keen
for the man of the match
award.

For Watford, Wigg and

Lugg looked lively in patches,
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week’s visit to Norwich.

The reserves play Peter-
borough on Tuesday after-
noon, and I expect him to use
this as a pointer to the
weekend.
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dismal derby, with Luton - ) irel ee with Busby at Norwich as Luton
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But Luton did enough. As
Mr Stock said: “I am very
grateful for two points. That’s
all we came for.

Watford manager Ken
Furphy commented: “We had
too much of the ball to lose.
We had four chances to

that. I presume Mr Furphy is
calling those
efforts of Walley chances?
The ones he slapped high and
wide.

and think about it, it’s
impossible to write this match
up as a needle thriller. There
was plenty of enthusiasm, but
it was never harnessed, and

long-range

Welbourne was brought on
for Lugg for some reason, and
John Collins took over for Hoy
near the end.

Luton now have to con-
centrate on their injuries, and
physio Reg Game is in for a
busy week. It looks as if there

Division leadership before! tl'fe
holiday. (%

As for Watford, they real}y
have a problem. Apart fr.‘oxii{

If they want to keep lheii;.'

diminishing crowds they will
have to work something out.

Luton Town: Read; John
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which was usually about as far Watford: Walker, Butler,

as they allowed Watford to
trespass. Chriss Nicholl was
again dominant in the middle
of the back four,andI thought
Slough had an outstanding
match. With Bannister look-
ing as if he’s never been out of
the side and John Ryan

Packer; Garbett, Lees, Eddy;
Scullion, Wigg, Lugg, (Wel-
bourne), Walley, Woods.

Referee — Mr Danny Lyden
(Birmingham).

Attendance — 24,456.
Goal: Keen (Luton 28 min).

Nicholl.



