'MALCOLM MACDONALD

.. . he missed out on the

goal act—but gave Roger
Hynd a chasing

i
ALRECHSIECKYS
talented band revealed
their full fighting
qualities; in this pro-

motion battle. ‘
With only half the first
period gone, they were

two goals down, appa-
rently a position of no

By PETER WINDSOR
Luton 3 Birmingham 2

return. Yet return they
did—and fiercely enough
to dent the chances of
highly-rated Birmingham.

First to strike, after onl
flve minutes, was Bo
Latchford He made  the
most of a rare mistake by
Chris Nieholl :
|" ' When Birmingham’s
Ls)econd goal [ollowed, after
22 ‘minutes. they were
down to ten men, George
Smith having left the field
for repairs to a facial in-

jury.

| Despite the handicap,
Birmingham made ground
and Phil Summerill headied
a neat goal. :

To Luton's credit they
kept the heat on and pro-
duced the man for the
peeasion in 21 - year - old
former Wycombe Wan-
dierer, Viv Busby. -
| All season he has been
In the shadow of Malcolm
Macdonald. But here he
came into his own.
| Twice In the space of
nine minutes before half-
time hd! seized op half~
chances to put Luton level

His ficst goal came
following a mix-up between
Malcolm Page and Roger

Hynd, second wag
1 defleg a shot by
acdon|
Even h he did not
jeore, M nold continu-
illy harasséd the Birming-

nam defence. and was more

than a match for Hynd.
Once Lumng went ahead.

three minutes after half-

time, Birmingham were
finished.

The clincher was an un-
fortunate affair for Birm-
ingham, because It came
from a free Kick for
a completely unnecessary
foul by Hynd on Mac-
donald,

Mike Keen foxed the de-
fence by sliding the‘ball to
Alan Slough, who beat
Mike Kelly with a great
drive.

_ Birmingham fought on.
but Luton gained midfleld
contral—and kept it. .

Birmingham's tragedy
was that boy wonder
Trevor Francis at last met
his  match, in the ex-

perienced John Moore.
LUTON.—Rgadi Rvan (Johnl

Slough, Glvel Nicholl. Moore,
Ryan (JIm), "Blsby, MacDanald,

Keen. Anderson. Sub: Goodeve

BIRMINGHAM,—Kaelly, Martin,
Paga, Smith. Hynd.  Robinson,
Campbell, Francls, Latchlord,

Summerlll. Tavlor. Sub: Pendray.



