Jimmy Ryan who
~as replacement for
after so long on
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HULL CITY 0, LUTON TOWN 0
imes when the end justifies the means: and this, |
one of them, in that the result will go down to
3 Town, as is any hard-earned

broke out, as it did on occa-
sion, it was difficult to de-
cide whether the home fans
were deriding the efforts of
their own team or express-
ing their opinion of the
handling of the game.

Of the memorable feat-
ures, there were two fine
full-length saves by Barber
from O'Riley and _there
could have been consolation
for Givens for his earlier
near-miss, had his shot from
getting on for 30 yards been

with
front-

t a!mg,ng the

- control and
2 man but,

1 Halom-w:
| there this time and
il overshadowed by
Greenwood, - who did an
effective job of marking him.
For once m a way, Wain-
‘wright, who has done well
‘! so far, seemed  unable to
make much

patter
il had Givens L

minute been a split second
("l earlier in his arrival on the
‘i scene  when Jimmy Ryan,

sent away_ by Halom, made

a,beautiful low centre.
it ~ With  the -Hull defence

caught flat-footed with sur-
.| prise, the ball passed inyit-
ngly close to the far post as
| Givens closed in, but even a
" “ldesperate dive did not quite
e enable i to. make the
touch, which was all that
was needed.

Blame the ref

For much of the scrappi-
ness produced” in the first
half, T feel that the referce
must bear the responsibility.
Even to the extent of largely

4
sl

been very sensible, he did
not-_allow the play to flow
fand there were frequent
| stoppages in the first half
| induced by 12 fouls against
Hull and five the other way.
= When, after a quarter of
an hour he booked Nicholl
for a tackle on O'Riley, eyen
the neutral obseryers were
moved to pro nd if the
player and the club were so
minded it might be wort-
while appealing against this
ooking.
Not that Nicholl allowed
| it to upset him, because he
tamed the boisterous, by,
inexperienced O'Riley, gen-
erally commanded the
middle of the field and with
Moore resourceful and safe
las ever at hi.? side, the

of the passing was
inaccurate, “shots
far.
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Knighton (Greenwood
Simpkin, 0'Riley, Houghto;
LUTON TOWN: Barber; John
Slough,  Nicholl,
Moore; Wainwright, Keen, Halom,
Givens, Jimmy Ryan (Court).
Referee: A. Morrissey, Bramhall,
Cheshire. Attendance: 13,904,

E

a foot nearer the target be-
~cause McKechnie was defin-

itely struggling.
_Perhaps the outstanding
of

art froms-

his handling, is the acute-
ness of his reflexes, and to
this could be traced a bril-
liant point-blank range save
from a header by Butler in
‘the tenth minute of the sec-
ond half. =

Lone battle

-Such attacks as the Town
made were usually sparked
by Jimmy Ryan, fighting
much of a lone battle, and
there was a chance made by
him from which Halom had
4 shot pushed out by Mc-
Kechnie, and Slough, follow-
ing up, saw his effort from
a sharp angle, deflected for
a corner.

Unl’orlunaxely, with 12
minutes  [eft, Ryan  fel)
heavily on his ‘shoulder when
tackled and went off with an
arm in a sling, having dis.
located his coliar-bone,

That brought on Cour(
who, like Ryan, has beey
much in the backgrounc
lately, and the ex-Arsenal
man made his contributio;
by holding the bal
intelligently in the closine
stages  when the Towy
clearly had 4 point  wel
within their sights,

Hull, foo, had to use their
substitute with five minuse

of normal time left, plu.
what -~ proved o be fou
minutes  of injury  tim
Knighton was hurt. and Roy
Cireenwood replaced him,
A goal needed
What this game needed
more than anything to liven
iLup was a zoal, which could
have had the effec of push
ng the action furthe, for
ward than midfield, wher
the true stry took place
Obviously, ~ this was g
berformance with which the
Town could he salisfied apd,
In_regisicring theip seventh
draw in 10 matehes, and ey
tending their yp bearen
e

Jimmy Ryan dislocates pis
collar-hone after falling on
his shoulder, ang js led off
the field by trainer Reg
Game,
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League run to eight, the
“defence again emerged with
major honours.

As I have indicated,
Nicholl and Moore formed
the: backbone of it, but no-
one should under-estimate
the part played by the un-
fappable Shanks and " John
Ryan who, with Slough
pushing further forward, is
really being called upon to
play an anchoring _role,
which curbs his 'spirit of
adventure.

Free rein

Amid the preponderance
of draws, the Town have
shown signs of attacking
intent by the changing of
the midfield plan in which
Slough and Givens are being
given free rein to break
through.

Both did well within the
limits which this dour game
allowed, and Keen, who, like
Ryan, has also been called
upon to play more defen-
sively, linked up adequately
with the remainder of the
defence. : =

So, once again,'lhe Town

‘have shown a fine ability to -

fight and to play “to a set
plan.” Maybe, the game will
soon be forgotten, but the
benefit of the point they
Zained cannot be other than
lasting.

5. MIDLANDS

SATURDAY was a great day for cup-fightin
teams in the South Midlands League, for #h
came through well in four competitions.
Electrolux and Shilling-
ton both won their FA
Cup replays away from
home, Electrolux at Berk-
hamsted and Shillington
at Wolverton.

Welwyn
United unluckily went down
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by the only goal, at home
Letchworth Town, the At
enian League leaders. \

Bletchley United crack |
in. seven against Chalfc,
Wasps in the first mund"
the Berks and Bucks Intd
mediate Cup and in the fi
round of the Herts Int!
mediate Cup, Rotax a
Hemel Hempstead Unit.
both knocked out contell
ders from other lem:u(l.
while Addmult got the b
ter of  Welwyn

lands League clash.

Finally, in the first roug
of the Herts Junior Cu
Harpenden Town Resery
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A near miss by the Town at.Hull, as Ala
Slough (centre), following wp a Halom shot. see
his effort deflected for a corner.
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