JOYLESS LUTON

By C. A. COUGHLIN
Luton 0, Swindon 0

UPPORTERS of either team .

_have little prospect of any
jubilation this season. Their dis-
plays reveal both as sides cur-
rently exuding sheer honest en-
deavour and none of the charac-
teristic flair or personality that
brings success. ;

Luton, with 11 goals from 11
league games—four of them goal-
less draws—are obviously missin
their departed striker MacDonal
-—and some of their- fans too.
Gates this season are about 3,000
down per match on last season's
home avarage.

And Swindon, only' two points
behind them in the
need more than the experience
and spirit of veteran recruit
Mackay to bring them joy.

There was little enough of it
anywayv for anyone vesterday until
the 15th minute when Anderson
eluded Harland, raced on in goal-
worthy fashion, anly to be brought
down by Thomas six yards out,
But no penalty was given,

Good chance

Then Swindon's Rogers, sub-
dued until the 20th minute, had
a good chance when put through
in the centre by a Horsfield tor-
ward header, but he lofted the
ball well over. '

Anderson, Halom and Keen got
in commendable shots as Luton

got the gnwm the end of
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the first half. But after the
break Swindon dominated Jones,
a striker, replaced defender
Burrows who had been injured
early in th game and in the
reshuffle Harland moved: to
centre back and Mackay assumed
a deeper role. |

More attacks .

Now more composed, Swindon
mounted more attacks and in the
Slst minute Noble, their livels st
forward wasted a great chance.
‘With Barber out of goal he
turned a centre .bfv , Rc:jens
straight into Shanks from close,.
range,

A minute after the slow hand-
claps began - in the final quarter.
Halom, Luton's recent £30,000
buy from Fulham was replaced
by Busby. But goals from either
side seemed always a remote
possibility,
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