un[brtnmtel

- Surely, _the memory

lhur egoithan that ?

deservexd it for the way. in

m dangur of bung over-r'un in

ito bnmging (he Hammers to
Luton for a replay, a muddy

woo-dwork _showed,

‘a‘

mcrved for later in

.my opmuon,

s that, if the Town
Could! get through. the first 20
minutés or ' so  wifhout
ddsaster, and so form'a solid
fou dnmon, [they. wer .’mlly

- what nhey
despemtely ‘did not want was
EFoal against them almost

jore  ‘the “game’ had - got
under way—-m ‘the ' 9lst
sccond in' fact. .

: Bl‘l“ldlﬂ‘
'Ilhmt lt was' ‘a brilliant"

piece . of . opportunism - by
Eng]am:[ striker HURST is
beyond dispute, because he

ed, uhrougfh to head a,

o
. LINE-UP

WEST ‘HAM UTD: Fl!rsnrsnn;
(McDowell, Lampard; Bonds
Taylor, {Moore  (Eustace); Red-
anl. Hursl. Hmoklng,

. LUTON TOWN Read;
Ryam Slough; Keen,

Moore; Anderson, Court, Halom,
(;Ivens. Hindson: Substitute: ‘Shanks;

Refcree: K. M. Bums,  Stour-
bridge. | ‘Autendance:: 32,159. .

cenim by Bmokmg, and ‘the

part: of t*he bar, Read’ not
ha _v'ng an; eamhly chance. .

\Tmost xmmedlate]y, there

ch' neither Hindson
ivens could Treach,
touch” would ‘have
' certain egualiser,

\, Said Andrews: “West-Ham,
] p]:w when they: 'get t‘hel
ince, and that firs¢ minute
hal gave'il to ithem!”” Then,

added: “We were as good
f(‘!f;e second half as ‘they
were in - the: first2 and. that
really~ was nhe story: of . the
game. .

Despne bemg depmved ‘of
Bobby Moore after ‘nine
wutes, when he was" car-
off with a numbed nerve

f‘alr tackle by Halom, - the
Hanmlers ~hads plenty: of
during uhe first 45
es to demonsln@t_e their

WHI ”'E glornous failure.
ull ur wha'l' yo‘u will, does noi‘

y, when he sald “Thls was a day of pride but,
bnd luck docs not count."

splmch on the angle of the
hom >
rl‘;gt 1S smnenhing that -

the  story. of . what was. in .
memorable, .

ball‘went in off the' under- -

gcllanfry

no yet reached then- full potenlxal

oi how they batﬂcd back

a situation at half-time that seemed! very like an
of despair, will give them tremendous confi-
dence‘for the tasks that lie ahead.

’l'hey have' proved to' themselves ihat they can join

lsguc on level terms with one of the best footballing sides
in' the country, and what hetter boost. could ‘nherc be for.

. When both Stock and his assistant, Jimmy Andrewq,
claimed: that the Town“were unlucky not 1o haye earned a
second chzmce, they: were, by no means wide of' the mank.

' Had' it come Lhe:r -way, I would have sard hat they

which' they found their form

ﬁvd themselves in a rlﬂmliing rally after they had bccn g

the first hqu

Just how ‘close thcy mme .

" tainty ‘at the back than the
“Town have shown Ior many,
.0 long day.

W]nh. Nicholl battled it
“out bravely, his undersland-
ing with: Moore was not so
‘conspicuous: as usual, and
there were times when both
.committed themselves to the
same snuatxon

Slough, too, was bothered
the “speed ‘and cleyerness
oi Redknapp, - and’ this Jed
- 'to, the second goal after 25
minutes, when Hurst got his
" head to a centre, Read dived
but could only. push the ball
out, and BEST came striding
in. to ‘blast x,t into, the net.
. In the ‘main, West Ham
looked: ‘too sharp and . fast
- for ‘the Town, and' there was
the other marked difference,
- that they ‘scarcely wasted: a
ball in  coming . out lof
deTence. On the other hand
- the Town' tended to give it
away' by Inaccurate ‘passes,
so that they, were mostly
under heavy pressure.

Hitting back

‘With' 'Read’ not ‘at
“‘ceftain about 'leaving his
" goall-line, - a number ' ‘of
- corners. was conceded, but
through- it all, 'the Town
- were {rying to hit back with

everytlung theyicould muster. -

Nicholl“was a bit" unlicky
“to find McDowell’in the way’
¢ of < onei ‘of @ his' accurate
~headers from' a corner by

Hindson, and; the only other

~,,cheenng srghts for the Town

~cross by Hmdson at whlch
-“Gourt" -Burled! *himself *
vain, and a. shot: by leens
w}uch “went ‘foo:high: < %

all .

~defence,”
_'Nicholl “headed: only. ‘inches

Ego boostlng Cup
 bid at West Ham

and produced more  uncer- -

Durmg the mterval the
posmon niust have looked
grim’ to' the Town. players,
but the advice to them from
Andrews was to play it as
simple as possible and push
the ball around as well' as
they could. =

Special task

In addition, Nicholl' was
~to make Hurst his sole re-
sponsibility, and helpful .in
‘this respect was the fact that
Best decided- to spend much
of the second half on the
; Ieft flank.

There he was pleed up by
John Ryan, who did well
throughout, and who stuck
to hig task against the burly
Bermudian, despite being
subjected to some pushing
which the referee. chose to
ignore.

‘When West Ham launched
~an early -attack ‘in which
Robson: made  a cracking
drive that Read saved bril-
Jiantly at full-length, the por-
tents for the . Town did not
seem all that bright.

* Yet in the event that
seemed, merely to: increase
" their’ resolve : and steadily

“they -pressed’ forward more

and more_often to ‘be re-
warded by a’great goal from
GIVENS in the 54th minute.:
A corner on' the left was
pushed ' short - by Keen. to
~ Hindson whose centre was
met squarely. with\hxs head
by {Givens racing in lat: top
,‘speed and Ferguson was left
groping at thin. air. 0 ¢
After that! came: the first
signs' ‘of pamc and “loss'“of
‘composure in. the Hammers’
underlined’ ‘when

_decrsxon,

- ball

A hectic moment in the
cup-tie at West Ham. The
Town pressure is on for
an_equaliser, with Court,

Anderson, Halom  and
Hindson all positioned to
press home an attack. ”

too high from a corner and
both Court and Keen made
screaming drives that would
have opened up the game
completely had they Peen
inches lower.

Now it was the. lHome
team’s turn to hold" on
grimly, but anti-climax
seemed to have arrived in

the 7lst minute ‘when the

referee penalised John Moore:

for a tackle on Brooking
when the ball was almost
out of play.

Brooking stumbled @ over
and the referee, amid' pro-
tests from the Town, pointed
to the spot
was Stocks des-
cription:

In the event, 1ust1ce was
done - because. Hurst hit the
with  his. custo;nary
power and.height, just'to the
right of Read, who'made a
magmﬁcent save: and Robson
shot " over dfrom 1he re-
bound. il

Impressivéf :

This was the second con- -

secutive’ match” in' swhich
Read- had sayed from . the
penalty: spot and there was
another at Sunderland, ‘mak-

ing a pretty lmpresswe TE= |

cord. Certainly, Read showed
all'his considerable skill and
conﬂdence in the “second
half.

Havm" been granted a re-
pneve, Lhe Town went all
out. for _an- equaliser,

had -a  shot blocked! and
Court saw . one | clip. the
wrong side of the post.

- But: the greatest stroke of
rmsforlune ~.came - -eleven
minutes from:the end, when
the ball  came out from a
strong .raid.. to ./ Hindson,
whose effort - agonisingly . hit

“An: anaemic -

GLORY COULD

ERIE PUGH: sukile up
the epic Cup-tie

It looks like Oxford

here on February 5

IN all probability, the Town will fill the
vacant date of Saturday, February 5, left
by their dismissal from the EA Cup, by
bringing forward their home League match
with Oxford United, ‘which was scheduled
for Tuesday, April 25.

— Wisely, they did the groundwork con-
cerning this during last week, when Oxford
agreed to the switch, but only if Cardiff
City were still involved in the Cup. i

At that (ime, that looked' a long shot,
because the Welsh team’s win over Shef-
field_ United was one of the shocks of the
round. Had they gone out, Oxford wanted

- to visit: them at Ninian- Park [or the game

postponed on December 11.
. However, Cardiffls success cleared the

way. for! the ' Town's rearrangement. which.

pected to confirm today following a meeting
of his Board last night.

Certainly, there seems no reason why
Oxford should not agree because, like the
Town, as the fixtures stand, they are com-
mitted ' to eight matches in just over a
month at the end of the season, when
interest tends to have become low.

With the Town definitely holding the
chance of still ndmg on the wave of their
unbeaten run in the League, there is a
distinctly better chance of a big attendance
on the first Saturday in February than on
the last Tuesday in April.

QOther than securing, a  friendly match
as attractive as possible, which is not always
a lucrative exercise, there “seems for the
Town no ready made alternative to the
rearrangement. with Oxford. If they hear
today that agreement has been reached,

_.the.  woodwork, ' and

and -
|were. unlucky :when' Nicholl

'Oxford’s. manager, Gerry Summers, iS ex-

came
bouncing out to safety.
In the last five minutes,

“the: Town threw. everything

into ~attack, . and - Nicholl

- forced Ferguson to a.  great
: save before, in a West Ham

breakaway, Redknapp hit
the foot of a post and then
shot  high -~over from the
rebound.

Memorable
And on that note of action
ended a memorable match in

-which- the Town shared: the
‘honours with! their illustrious
opponents, even if it did not !

show inthe score-line,

To' comé-back as they: did,
needed . a’ high 'brand of
courage, and skill and a con-
siderable amount of this was
produced by, the non-stop
work in mrdﬁeld of . Keen
and. Court =~

climbed' ‘heights  that . had

nog seemed possible early
on.

Givens, who was used
almost exclusively in  mid-

field, was also seen to better:
advantage after seeming to
have difficulty in getting into
the game during the first
half. ;
However, the man. who
stood' out was Nicholl, " for
the . way .in  which & he
mastered . Hurst, who « had
threatened’ to tear the Town
apart ‘in the early stages,

More Freedom

The defensive change ol
plan: gave Moore  more free-
dom after the interval and

_he played an integral part in

the Town’s revival by help-
ing to begin attacking situa-
tions from :the back.

| 'With the pressure off,
Slough - looked a  more
assured- player, too, and, in

fact, the defence were able
{to demonstrate

‘that their
first half experience could
mostly be attributed to the
shock of that early goal and,
the psychological advantage
it gave their opponents.

While Halom worked tire-
lessly and withi some success;
best of the strikers was
Hindson, once' he began to
receive a liberal supply of
the ball as‘an orthodox left
winger. 2

Mostly,  Anderson found
the close: marking too ‘much
[or him, and even his quick-
ness' on the turn did not
enable him to make room for
himself.

it will ‘certainly solve a pressing problem.



