WEST HAM UTD 2, LUTON TOWN 1

WHILE glorious

failure,

gallantry in

defeat, call it what you will, does not
exactly send a club laughing all the way
to the bank, there are some benefits,
maybe intangible at the moment, which
could show themselves in the future.

Briefly, Town manager Alec Stock put in per-
_spective the narrow Cup dismissal at Upton Park on
Saturday, when he said, “This was a day of pride but,
unfortunately, bad Juck does not count.”

What benefits? Look at it this way. Basically, the
Town are a young side, some members of which h.w

not yet reached their full potential. -:5\
the memory of how they battled back

Surely,

v'\\\/{\f:

from a situation at half-time that.seemed very like an
abyss of despair, will give them tremendous confi-
dence for the tasks that lie ahead.

They have proved to themselves that they can join
jssue on level terms with one of the best footballing sides
in the country, and what better boost could there be for

their ego than that ?

When both Stock and his assistant.

Jimmy Andrews,

claimed that the Town were unlucky not to have earned a

second chance,

they were by no means wide of the mark.

Had it come their way, I would have said that they
deserved it for the way in which they found their form

and themselves in a

thrilling

rally after they had been

in danger of being over-run in the first half.

Ego-boosting Cup

Just how close they came
to bringing the Hammers to
Luton for a replay, a muddy
splotch on the angle of the
home woodwork showed,
but that is something that
must be reserved for later in
the story of what was in
every way .- a memorable,
pulsating Cup-tie.

When someone, before the
start asked me my opinion,
it was that, if the Town
could get through the first 20
munutes  or so without
disaster. and so form a solid
foundation. they were really
in with a chance.

Of ‘course, - what they
desperately did not want was
a goal against them almost
before the game had got
under way —in the 9lst
second, in

Brilliant

Thait: it was -a  brilliant
piece -of . opportunism by
England “striker HURST is
beyond dispute, because he
raced through to head a

[
LINE-UP

HAM UTD:

-Lampard; Bonds,
Moore (Eustace); Red-
Best, Hurst, Brooking,

ey
1acCt.

WEST
HMcDowell,
Taylor,
knapp,
Rcobson.

LUTON
Ryan, Slough; Keen, Richoll,
Moore; Anderson, Court, Halom,
Givens, Hindson. Substitute: Shanks.

Referee: K. H. Burns, Stour-
bridge. Attendance: 3Z.,199.

El

centre by Brooking, and the
ball went in off the under-
part of the bar, Read not
having an earthly chance.
Almost immediately, there
was a snap chance of wiping
out the damage when Ander-
son made a centre from the

Ferguson;

TOWRN: Rcad; John

left which neither Hindson
nor Givens could reach,
when ‘a’' touch would have -

meant a certain equaliser.

Said Andrews: “West Ham
can play when they get the
chance, and that first minute
goal gave it to them!” Then,
he added: “We were as good
in the second half as they
were in the first,” and that
really was the story of the
game.

Despite being deprived of
Bobby Moore after nine
minutes, when he was car-
ried off with a numbed nerve
in his leg after a perfectly

fair tackle by Halom, the
Hammers had plenty of
scope during the first 45

minutes to demonstrate their

flair and their ability to
oreate  consternation  and
danger.

Power in midfield led to
much danger emanating from
Hurst, Best and Redknapp,

hid at West Ham

and produced more uncer-
tainty at the back than the
Town have shown for many
a long day.

. While Nicholl battled it
out bravely, his understand-
ing with Moore was not so
conspicuous as usual, and
there were times when both
committed themselves {o the
same situation.

Slough, too, was bothered
by the speed and cleverness
of Redknapp, and this led
to the second goal after 25
minutes, when Hurst got his
head to a centre, Read dived
but could only push the ball
out, and BEST came striding
in to blast it into the net.

In the main, West Ham
looked too sharp and fast
for the Town, and there was
the other marked difference,
that they scarcely wasted a
ball in coming out of
defence. On the other hand,
the Town tended to give it
away by inaccurate passes,
so that they were mostly
under heavy pressure.

Hitting back

With Read not. at all
certain- about leaving his
goal - line,  a number . of

~corners was conceded, but

through it all, the Town
were trying to hxt back with
everything they could muster.
Nicholl was a bit unlucky
to find McDowell in the way
of one  of his accurate
headers from a corner by
Hindson, and ‘the only o%
chccrmg sights for the Town
fans before half-time was a
cross by Hindson at which
Court hurled himself in
vain, and a shot by Givens
which went too high,

)

During the interval, the
position must have looked
grim to the Town players,
‘but the advice to them from
Andrews’ was to play it as
simple as possible and push
the ball around as well as
they could.

Special task
In addition, Nicholl was
to make Hurst his sole re-
sponsibility, and helpful in
this respect was the fact that
Best decided to spend much

of the second half on the.

left flank.

There he was picked up by
John Ryan, who did well
throughout, and who stuck
to his task against the burly
Bermudian, despite being
subjected to some pushing
which the referee chose to
ignore.

When West Ham launched
an early attack in which
Robson made a cracking
drive that Read saved bril-
liantly at full-length, the por-
tents for the Town. did not
seem all that bright.

Yet in. the event that
seemed merely to- increase
their = resolve and steadily

they pressed forward more
and more often to be re-
warded by a great goal from
GIVENS in the 54th minute.
A corner on the left was
pushed short by Keen to
Hindson whose centre was
met squarely with his head
by Givens racing in at top
speed and Ferguson was left
groping at thin air.
- After that came the first
signs of panic and loss of
composure in the Hammers’
defence, derlined when
Nxcho]] hearc)led only inches
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too high from: a corner and

both Court and Keen made

screaming drives that would

'have opened up the game

completely had they been

" inches lower.

the home
hold onb
anti-climax
n

it was
team’s turn to
grimly, but - -
seemed to have arrived

Now

. the 71st minute when the

referee penalised John Moore
for a tackle on 'Brooking
when the ball was almost
out of play.

Brooking stumbled over
and the referee, amid pro-
tests from the Town, pointed
to the spot. “An anaemic
decision,”’- was Stock’s des-
cription.

In the event, )ustxce was
done because Hurst hit the
ball with his customary
power and height, just to the
right of Read, who made a
magnificent save and Robson
shot ' over from the re-
bound.

Impressive

This was the second con-
secutive match  in which
Read had saved from - the
penalty spot and there was
another at Sunderland, mak-
ing a pretty impressive re-
cord. Certainly, Read showed
all his considerable skill and
confidence in the second
half. § :

Having been granted a re-
prieve, the Town went all
out for an  equaliser, and
were unlucky when Nicholl
had a shot
Court saw one clip
wrong side of the post.

But the greatest stroke of
rmsfortune came . eleven
minutes from the. end, when
the ball came out hom a
strong ' raid to - Hindson,

the

whose effort agonisingly hit -

blocked and.

the woodwork and , came

bouncing out to safety.

In the last five minutes,

~ the Town threw everything
_into

attack, and Nicholl
forced Ferguson to a great
save before in a ‘West Ham
breakaway, Redknapp hit
the foot of a post and then
shot high over from the
rebound.

Memorable
And on that note of action
ended a memorable match in

_which the Town shared the

honours with their illustrious
opponents, even if it did not
show in the score-line,

To come back as they did,
needed a high brand of
courage and slull and a con-
siderable amount of this was
produced ,by the non-stop
work in mldﬁeld of Keen
and Court as the Town

' best

climbed -heights

not seemed possiblé"f éar]y 1
on. Ol
Givens, who wa§

almost e\cluswely
field, was also seenﬁtom

advantage after seeming to
have difficulty in getting mtct) i

that had

However, -

the man who

stood out was . Nicholl, "for

the  way in whxch

mastered Hurst,

~who had )

threatened to tear the Town

apart in the early stages.
More Freedom
The defensive change of

plan gave Moore more free-

dom ‘after the interval and
he played an integral part in
the Town's revival by he]p-
ing to begin_ attackmg sx a-
tions from the back,

With the . pressure off
Slough - looked a
assured player, too and in
fact, the defence were able
to demonstrate that = theu‘
first half experience = could
mostly be attributed to the
shock of that early goal and,
the psychological advantage
it gave their opponents.

While Halom worked tlre-ﬁ

lessly and with some suocess
-of

more |

the smkers wasA‘

" Hindson, once he began to
receive a llberal sl}gplyl?f-"

.'g




