Sheffield Wed 4 Luton Tn 0

THIS WAS the day Luton’s defence finally gave out.
After weeks of containing their opponents to the odd

goal they were well and truly trounced.

| While Luton’s attack continually bashed its head against the solid
!Wednesday defence, the Owls front-runners had a field day with
' Holsgrove, Rodrigues, Prendergast and Eustace getting in on the

act.

As expected Alan Gar-
ner was left out of the
Luton side because of the
groin injury he received in
the cup-tie against Birm-
ingham. His place in the
heart of Luton’s defence
was taken by Alan Slough.

The Luton substitute was

| John Moore, who was pre-
- ferred to Gordon Hindson,

who also travelled. Otherwise
Luton were unchanged.

On the Sheffield side,
legdmg_ goalscorer Brian
Joicey failed a fitness test on a
shoulder injury and had to
remain on the sidelines. His
%lacp was again taken by

avid Sunley who deputised
when Sheffield lost at Oxford

- during the week.

The substitute for Wednes-
day was the controversial
Peter Swan who is having his
first season back in football
after eight years following a
bribery investigation.

Because the Town’s white
shorts clashed with the blue
and white stripes of Wednes-
day, Luton changed into their
smart new red shirts with
white collars but kept their
black shorts.

Danger

Wednesday made most of
the opening gambits and a
long free Kkick through the
middle posed Luton a problem
until Slough fell back quickly
torelieve the danger.

But some good defensive
tackling back by John Ryan on
Henderson won Luton posses-
sion and his pass through the
middle found Halom.

He tested Grummitt with a
difficult shot which bounced
f'(ust in front of the divm‘g1

eeper who did well to catc
it.

The thrills were kept going
when Rodrigues ha an
overlap on the right and
Barber dived forward to catch
the ball amid a ruck of
players.

Back came the Town apd a
sweet move between Fern
Halom and Anderson ende
with Aston blinding in a
powerful shot from the left
which brought another good
save out of the surprised
Grummitt.

Just over

Barber was in the thick of
things when he fumbled a
cross from Sunley in a
collision with Thomson but he
recovered quickly.

From his clearance, Halom
and Jimmy Ryan worked well
to provide an opening for
Anderson who smashed a hard
shot just over the crossbar.

Then Busby got up well to a
cross from Aston but was
unable to get much power
behind a header which the
Sheffield goalkeeper caught
easily. ;

In the 14th minute Sheffield
might have grabbed a goal.
Barber misjudged a left-wing
corner from Sissons but
Faulkner managed to head it
away.

The ball went straight to
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Sunley, however, who crashed
in a shot and Barber flung
himself to his left to turn it
round for a second corner.

This again bothered him
and his attempt to fist clear
lacked conviction. But luckil
for Luton Anderson fell bacK
tosort the job out.

“MATCH |
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SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY:
Grummitt; Rodrigues,
Clements, Mullen, Holsgrove,
Craig, Henderson, Eustace,
Sunley, Prendergast, Sissons.
Sub: Swan.

LUTON TOWN: Barber; John
Ryan, Thomson, Anderson,
Faulkner, Slough, Jimmy Ryan,
Fem, Busby, Halom, Aston.
Sub: Moore.

Referee: Mr K  Bums
(Stourbridge).

HOLSGROVE (Wednesday)
26 mins

RODRIGUES (Wednesday)

30 mins

PRENDERGAST (Wednesday)
58 mins

EUSTACE (Wednesday)

76 mins

Attendance: 18,913

defence really boobed. Little

" Tommy Craig beat the offside

trap and raced away all on his
own.

Barber started to leave his
line but looked uncertain and
just tried to narrow the angle.
Craig hacked a shot over his
head but it bounced a foot
wide of the far post with
nobody else within 25 yards of
the action.

Sheffield took the lead in
the 26th minute in sensational
fashion. A fast clearance from
Crais was collected by
Prendergast who was under
pressure from Faulkner.

The Luton centre-half
blatantly pulled back the
Wednesday man who shook
off his attentions, broke clear
and smashed a shot against
the crossbar.

Injured

Referee Burns, who had let
lay go on, then whistled
g‘aulkner up, took his name
and awarded Sheffield a free
kick from just outside the box.

It was taken up by Craig but
centre-half HOLSGROVE slip-

ed past Slough to nudge the
gall past Barber.

Four minutes later ROD-
RIGUES collected a pass well

outside the box on the right
and smashed in one of the best
goals I have seen. His shot
completely beat Barber with
sheer power.

.Some_determined work by
Jimmy Ryan gave John Ryan
the opportunity to centre.
Halom beat Grummitt with his
head but his effort went over.

~ Both players were injured
in the collision and both had to
have treatment. Halom ap-
peared to have injured a hip
and Grummitt his head, but
both were able to continue.

Then Halom sent Busby
away with a superb pass. The
Luton centre-forward con-
trelled the ball well but his
shot struck Grummitt and
flipped over the bar.

Then Luton neariy pulled a
goal back. With Fern doing
much of the work a terrific
goalmouth scramble ensued
and after at least two Luton
players had had a go, Aston
put the ball wide.
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Aston put in the best pass of
the afternoon, a crossfield to
Jim Ryan who shot over the
top after swapping passes with
Halom, but gradually Luton
began to snuff out the fire of
Wednesday.

A terrific shot from Aston’s
left foot was brilliantly turned
round the post by Grummitt.

In the 58th minute, how-
ever, PRENDERGAST put an
end to Luton’s ambitions.

A terrific headed clearance
from Mullen went out to the
left to Sissons. He timed his
centre beautifull{; and Pren-
dergast nipped in between two
of his colleagues to head low
just inside the far post. Barber
must have been unsighted for
he looked to dive late.

In the 65th minute John
Moore was sent on to replace
Fern. It was his first appear-

ance of the season and he went
straight into his old position in
defence to give Slough a
chance of joining the midfield
brigade.

A Busby break ended with

Anderson who beat his man
before shooting from about 20
'yards. But %is shot was
'deflected for a corner.

Jhlm pushing the ball back to

1 Sheffield continued to look

strong in defence and Luton
were rarely allowed within the
danger zone. As a result a shot
had to be tried from in front of

the defence and with yet
——h—
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PETER RODRIGUES

LUTON took a real pound-
ing at Hillshorough this
afternoon where an attrac-
tive Wednesday side ex-
ploited gaps in the defence
and managed to hold the
Town attack in check.

But give them their
credit, Luton never stopped
trying. Even though they
were outplayed in general,
they put in two 15-minute
spells of high-class football
at the start of each half
without being able to score.

Little went right for
centre-forward Busby and
the Town were restricted to
long-range shooting, little
of which was on target.

Aston had the best effort,
but Grummitt made a
superb one-handed save.

Questions

Questions will be raised
about the holes in the Luton
defence but it might all so
easily have gone the other
way.

The first goal came after
26 minutes when Holsgrove
netted from a free Kick.
Previously the referee had
allowed play to go on
following a foul by Faulk-
ner on Prendergast who
went on to hit the bar.

Four minutes later
Rodrigues caught Barber on
the wrong foot with a long-
range power drive and in
the 58th minute Prender-
gast headed number three
through the Luton defence.

The fourth Wednesday
goal was all too easy.
Eustace just lobbed the ball
into the net from well out
on the left.

Even so the Town con-
tinued their policy of going
forward en mass whenever
they were allowed and their
new attacking ideas
brought them some favour-
able comments in the press
room at half-time.

another of these Aston went
over the top.

Thomson escaped a bookin
after pulling the shirt o
Sunley. Mr Burns made do
with a shake of the fist in the
direction of the Luton full-
back.

There were again_gaps
appearing in the Luton
defence, and in the 76th
minute Peter Eustace spotted
one and calmly lobbed a long
shot from the left over the
head of Barber into the net.

A minute later Wednesday
sent on Peter Swan in the
place of Craig. The former

‘England international re-

ceived a terrific welcome.

With the second runnin
»ut Barber made the save o
'he match to stop Henderson
tnocking in a fifth.
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