Cup run ends in

HEN the draw
for the third
round of the FA
Cup was made

for the 1972/73 season, a home
pairing with Crewe of Division
Four was seen by Second Divi-
sion Hatters as a certain passport
to the next stage for the first time
in 12 long years.

A crowd of 9,411 assembled at
enilworth Road on 2 bitterly cold

rnoon to see the Luton players

~ hard work of what shoul
en a simple exercise, but
Jim Ryan and Barry But-
Laily saw off a fighting
.de, who were ably prompted
Jown player Gerry Jones.
e reward fo thislessthan glo

(0us victory was  trip to
OWviston Neweastle nited and from
the moment the draw was made the
local and national press were in
their element. The sports pages were
filled with stories of the damage
about to be caused by Malcolm Mac-
donald, who would be playing
against his old side for the first time
since his transfer to Tyneside 18
months previously.

Macdonald, who was by-now the
heroof the Newcastl terraces, was
never backward in coming fo
When talicng to the meda and i

turned the match into a personal
crusade to put one over his old team-
‘mates (in the nicest possible way).

eral train loads of Luton supporters.
‘made the long trip north and were
confronted by an intimidating atmo-
sphere created by a partisan, capac-
ity crowd of 42,170 in a three-sided
St James Park.

LUTON Town Football Club historian
Roger Wash (right) has been busy
writing a series of articles for News:
Gaset readers or Hatters' great FA
Cup matches over the years. It's a
Tueta8d for 2l oyal Hattars’ G

ette, the best

‘The Town, having failed to regis-
ter their proposed new orange an
black second strip with the Football

ague had no such problem with
the FA and so turned out in their
new shirts and shorts, purchased by
director Eric Morecambe, for the
first time.

The new-look Hatters had to
endure the predicted fierce initial

the day, missing an early sitter.

Gradually, the Luton players
increased in confidence and, out of
the blue, took the lead in the 28th
‘minute when the wily John Aston
advanced on Magpies' goalkeeper
lam McFaul and calmly hit a left
foot shot into the net.

gain Newcastle pressed,
but it was the Town who
creased

‘before half-ti
broke down the right before
ik to Aston, who hn it {n(o

with John Moore putting in one of

his finest-ever defensive pm'forA

mances even though the ball w:
metimes blocked with umn.hodpx

during the summer months. Don't

miss it. Place a regular order for The
Luton News or The Dunstable Gaz-
newspapers around for
sport and all for just 36p.

parts of his anatomy! The only
slight disappointment on a brilliant
day was that the trains arrived back
too late for the travelling supporters
to watch the game again on Match
of the Day in those pre-video days.

e Town were to reach Wemb-
ley, they would have to o it the hard
way as the fifth round draw saw the
team travelling again, this time to
Bolton, who were chasing promotion
from Division Three and were
unbeaten at home for almost a year.

othe) an crowd greeted
the train loads of Luton supporters,

the Hatters win 1-0. Confidence was
therefore sky-high, but as in 1959,
‘when Nottingham Forest were
thrashed 5-1 just before the Cup
Final, perhaps it was bordering on
over-confidence.

Sunderland cleverly rested sey-

The week leading up to the big
ame was disruptive to say the least
and did not help the team’s prepara-
tlon Firstly a rail strike meant that
wn players, directors and sup-
porters would not be able to take
advantage of the special charter
trains that were the norm for away
matches at the time. This meant
that every available coach in the
area had to be mobilised to carry
the thoasands of ans on the long
trek to the north-east.
I this was not enough it was then

Keith Barber, w)mhndbmhenzlbl
nntyamonmbefnm.wuuldphy

figure that was never beaten and
almost 40,000 more than for the
league meeting earlier in the season
The Sunderland fans were in full
voice from the off, as the men in red
and ‘white stripes tore into a sur-

uton rearguard.
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learnt that £50,
Butlin, would ‘be out for the season
having picked up a bad knee injury.
It was Lhen anno\mced that keepar

ard showed
ball on his head and sald that Gearge:

Stobbart had aimost put him off by
SHamating o pancie e Dt o he
neL

mard also played for
n@lnn Arsenal A
me comy

‘competition
uwinnurumw\bwyw
Imlmu-safmoulm
. Ik he Luton game beors, Ber-
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mgleads

|
nard said that Arsenal were extremely |
m to win the replay at Bedfords




