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ACTION MAN

ROD FERN, the man who cannot command a regular
place in the Town side despite the £50,000 paid for
him less than a year ago, was the one man who looked
likely to score against Middlesbrough.

Fern, pictured in action above, sat on the sub’s
bench for the first half, but brought seme much-
needed life to the Town attack when he took aver
Viv Busby’s role.

In almost his first kick, he harried the Middles-
brough defence into a mistake, and they needed luck
to keep him out.

But from then on, goalkeeper Jim Platt was
man who took the eye. As the Town piled on
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pressure, he and his defenders had to slog through
the mud to hang on to the points that gave them
revenge for their 1-0 defeat by the Town at Middles-
brough.

Town defenders had time to join in the attacks,
and the picture below shows John Faulkner climbing
to meet a centre, But Platt climbed higher, and
thwarted the Luton player with a two-fisted punch.
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A ONE-MAN RESISTANCE movement, name of Jim Platt,
sent the Town to their sixth home defeat of the season on
Monday when Middlesbrough pinched the points in a game
that was typical of too many we have seen at Kenilworth

Road this year.

Yet although it was an unwelcome defeat, there were
signs that the Town might be able to do better next season,
because the score was not a true reflection of the run of

play.

It was, however, a reflection of the Town's biggest failing—the inability

to turn good approach work into the goals it deserves,

And it is a sad re-
flection of the Town's
iking power, or lack
of it, that the absence
of Barry Butlin seems to
be the vital factor time
and fime again.

st

And you eannot help
thinking that there is some-
thing wrong with a team
that misses one man so
badly.

On Monday each
started with a disadvantage.
The Town were without
John Aston, while Middles-
brough’s combative mid-
field man, Nobby Stiles,
was out with a hamstring
injury.

side

b . was not
important. Middlesbrough
had the wind and driving
rain at their backs, and
they had much the better
of things.

Conditions were atro-
cious, with the centre of
the pitch and the Oak
Road end a skating rink of
mud.

Middlesbrough wisely de-
cided to attack Oak Road
first, and it paid quick
dividends.

The Town defenders
were sliding about all over
the place when Maddren
fastened on to a long
throw-in and scored easily
in the 7th minute.

For the rest of the first
half the Town Jooked as
though they might take a

MATCH

DETAILS

LUTON TOWN 0
MIDDLESBROUGH 1
Half-time: 0-1
TOWN: Barber; Shanks, Thomson, Anderson,
Faulkner, Goodeve, Jim Ryan, John Ryan,

Busby (Fern, second half), Hindson, French.

MIDDLESBROUGH:

Platt;

reamer, Spraggon.

Craggs, Boam, Maddren, Gates, Mills, Hickton,
Armstrong, Foggon. Sub: Taylor, not needed.
THE GOAL: Maddren for Middlesbrough (seven

minutes).

He didn’t.

ATTENDANCE: 6,177, lowest of the season.
REFFREF: T D Snencer Wootton Bassett. Wilts, -

ENTERTAINMENT: Warranted better than the
lowest crowd of the season.
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Goodeve worked
like Trojans to patch up
the Town defences.

Up front, there were
only two reasonable efforts
from the Town. Gordon
Hindson took a short free-
kick from Peter Anderson
and hammered in a shot
which }im Platt did wel

to save, and Viv Busby put

a header from Jim Ryan’s
cross inches wide of the
post.

But Busby, for all his
finesse, got change out
of Stu Boam, and it was
v revelation when he was
replaced for the second
half by Rod Fern.
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fans
on the
were re-
entertain-
between
schoolboys,

warded by some

ing  soccer iwo

teams of
Fhe Hatters,
Fown's “nursery”
beat Star Juniors 2-0 rto
win the Bedfordshire
Under-16 Youth Cup.

Junior the

club,

In appalling conditions,
the boys played remarkably
well. The young HMatters
sewed up the game in the

'OR HA

jecting life into the
attack for the first time
the game, the Town sud-
denly found their form.
They streamed
on the Middlesbro
with Graham
Anderson
authority

forward

game.
Fern nearly scor
his first touch of
and for a time Plat
Middlesbrough goal,
dangerously as his def
crumbled before hi
But Platt put LI
superb display after some
early hesitancy, and in
end his performa
divided the two teams

Purple patch

The Town hit
patch, but could
it into goals against
spired, and oce
lucky, goalkeeper.

pur

So Middlesb: st
the points, a )
thought it was
much to pay for
when John Crages
booked for a late tac

Hindson.
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P

first half

with g Trar
Martin Chalmers and Ma
tin Neil,

Star  Juniors, based on
Luton’s Runfold Estacte,
came e into the game
after the inte I, but ran
out o: sieam as the mud
saoped the encrgy of both

sides.




