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'HE LUTON TOWN league soccer season,
which looked such a healthy prospect only a few
months ago, died quietly on Saturday, killed off
by the third consecutive defeat.

Wlt}xout unduly straining themselves, Ox-
ford United completed the double over the Town.
But at least Luton scored a goal, even if it didn’t
come from a forward.

Which means—wait for it—that the Town have now scored
all of two goals in their last eight matches of the league season.

The figures speak for themselves, and once again at Oxford
the Town had nothing up front beyond a certain amount of
willingness and occasional honest endeavour.

There was not much skill, and the only bright spot in the
forward line was the energy and enthusiasm of teenager Phil
©O’Connor, who was making his debut.

He had a better game than many of the more experienced
men around him, running hard and directly, and laying off the
~ball well. : . ;

With defender Paul Price also getting a run-out — S 8 .
as sub for the last 12 minutes of the game, the :

writing must surely now be on the wall for some
“of the older players on the Town’s books. MATCH DETAII-S = laSt oal Of
2 . It might be sad, but
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in this country would envy.

But on Saturday, I felt  \jih the Town team dis- arguing with the referee ning in to meet Hugh and later in the game let him in for Saturday's

that the Town looked more Sunted by iniliries.- Reter - ¢ 's short < Hindson swung wildly and  match and he celebrated
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Gordon Hindson, and for obstruction in the box. e
Graham Horn made two Most people on the ground Of-Space o, Spare despite
good saves before the Town  thought it should have R
went ahead. been a  penalty, but X N 3
O’Connor Jaid the ball off ~ Curran’s neat chip was 3
to Alan Slough near the headed into goal by
half-way line. The Oxford Roberts.
defence funnelled back as Oxford were much too
Slough advanced, and then good for the Town, and
stood in disbelief as Slough Horn made two brilliant
hit a superb shot from saves to keep the score-
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nearly 30 yards into the line respectable.

net. Faulkner had a hard
It was a great goal, but time of it, and his booking

within two minutes Oxford looked ridiculous later in

were level. John Faulkner the game when Oxford

headed out a cross from striker Cassidy felled him
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THE LOST CHANCE

ONLY THREE months ago, as this headline [mn} late
January shows, the Town were able to (In_nl\ seriously
about winning promotion. They were equal fourth in ||_w
league, five points behind leaders Burnley, and well in
contention.

But they finished up
In the 15 league maiches since
Forest at home on January 27, the ‘
voals and conceded 24, | Rl
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12th, 21 poinis below Burnley.
they beat Nottingham
Fown won only three.

Phey scored nine
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