challenge e j
them in second place.

U .!‘ into a real promotion
Xpoints in eight days have put

Villa goe their dreams of First Division football In thelr

ocontenary year slipping away — one point and ono goal

ifrom their fast five matohes

Luton nded still moro
goals 1o  sharpen thoir
thrust. They soraped in hy

|a 8inglo ‘goal in oach of
thoso throo suooesses.

| But Luton manager Harry
{Haslam/ won't aopopt this,
“Ve havo won “our games
land won well. “"The »dif-
{ferenoe botween (L ylast
yoar and this is that we
don't glvo presents those
{days. g ¢

| "Wo used to press for-
jward ~ without enough
(thought when the goals

Luton 1, Aston Villa 0

By PAT COLLINS

weren't coming — and got
ocaught by breakaways,
*Not now — Villa may
feel that they gave it all
away. They didn't. We took

its
A“The next four gamos are
the Important onos. We
have to keep right in touch
from tho ‘Start of the
New Year,”

Whether  they. missed
goals or not thay missed the
Injured Jimmy Hushand

here, and Alan Wost, aftor
spleing Town's first half dis-
play with some lovely con=
trolled foothall, was sub-
morgod In the second half.

It was not a happy re-
turn fo Konilworth Road
for former inhabitants Neif
Riooh  and
Rioch was not allowed a
chance by a strong home
defence and Nisholl had his
name taken,

Chris Nicholls

~Sald Villa's. Vio Crowe:
“I"“thought wo had done
onough to win. We didn't
come here to destroy—we
camo to win,

“ Unfortunately  Luton's
gorner kicks caught us nap=
ping. We should have out
out that goal but just the
same | was pleased with
our display,”

Both managors were right
to be pleased. Both teams
made  honest efforts ta
entertain, And none more
than Vilja's 82-year-old teit
hack, Charlie: Aitken.

This was Charlio's 478th

storming on

20

|

Leaguo game to "equal the
Villa record of the late
Billy Walker.

Villa's slip showod with
that second  half cornar,
Anderson moved up and not
A defonder went to oover
him, Aston’s kiok was per-
faotly placed and Ander-
san's header was inovitable,

LUTON: ‘ Horn' G—Shanks 7,
Faulkner 6, Qarrer & Thomson 7
“-Ryan ) 6, Anderson 7. West
6~Butlin &, *FERN 8§, Aston 7,

ASTON VILLAT Gumbes 7-—Qld»
man G, *NICHOLL 4, Ross 7, Alts
Kan - 7 MeMahon G, Hookey G,
umw':\ G-=Little 6, Mioon 5, Hamil-
ton

Tafs ML Sinelale ¢Quildfory) §,

B

ALAN WEST | ..
~ controlled football.



