the net.

. What a treat it was to see

an unlucky first half, a jam-packed home grou
uton crumble under the pressure of big leag
ester to lose out on the Cup tie glory this afternoon.

~Luton had several dangerous looking moves, but when it came to
the crunch, they just could not put the ball where it belonged — in

Leicester’s Steve Earle was the terror of 'the Kenilworth Road side, with two fine
goals giving his team an opening into the FA Cup sixth round.

Kenilworth Road bursting at
he rivets for this afternoon’s

deafening I couldn’t hear my
opytaker down the road at

e office. ;

Luton 0 Leicester 4
By ROGER DUCKWORTH

What a day it was for Rod
Fern. The former Leicester
man Kkept his place in the side
to face his old colleagues
keeping Aston on the substi-
‘tute's bench.

Leicester were at full
strength with Frank Worth-
ington and Steve Whitworth
passing fitness tests a couple
of days ago. Both had been
doubtful at the start of the
week.

Luton played some elec-—
trifying football in the first
few minutes, with Anderson

rominent, and Leicester
logking a bit hurried in

by Leicester was-
‘ ross by Weller, and

did a good job
ng. If the early minutes_

ere anything to go by we
were in for a real cracker.

In the fifth minute Luton
very nearly went ahead. A
corner from the left, won by
Butlin, was nodded on in the
penalty area, and Fern
charged in to thump the ball
i'lustdover the crossbar with his

ead.

A strong run by the speedy
Glover on Leicester’s left was
well checked by John Ryan

Luton kept powering for-
ward and their fans were
iven another treat when
usband sent Anderson
ﬂ)eed_ing through on the left.
e tried to cross, but won a

corner.

Jim Ryan put it over from
the left, and England goal-
keeper Shilton ped it
under pressure. He was very
lucky indeed to catch West’s

shot that lacked a bit of pace,
but appeared through a forest
of legs.

But in spite of all their
splendid attempts, Luton
found themselves a goal
behind after 18 minutes.

A clever ball from Birchen-
all in midfield was chased up
the left by full-back Rofe. He
crossed quickly shaking off a
tackle by Husband, and Earle
turned the ball low past Horn
on the volley.

It was a beautifully taken
g;)al and came right out of the
ue. L8

Foul :

A couple of minutes later a
terrific run on the right by
Weller almost brought. Lei-
.cester another one. He went
as if to cut inside, but sent
Garner the wrong way and
found space before shooting
just wide with his right foot.

he ball ended in the middle
of the crowded Kenilworth
Road terrace.

That the Town should find
themselves behind at this
stage was a bit unlucky. The
‘reisure they put on in the
irs
deserved more than this. But
Leicester hit them cleverly on
the rebound, and for a time
th(: fire in Luton’s play went
out.

In the 28th minute Lei-
cester’s Cross was booked for
‘I:Igoing over the top” to foul

usband.

From the free kick, whi¢h
John Ryan thumped a long
wa jnto the Leicester

goalmouth, Luton again went -

quarter of an hour:

flat. There was nobody there,
and the ball went straight into
the hands of Shilton who was
waiting patiently.

Leicester began to play
some real classy football, and
John Ryan was forced to foul
Worthington out by the left-
hand corner flag.

But in the 33rd minute

Luton were again desperately

LUTON TOWN: Horn, John
Ryan, Thomson," Anderson,
Faukner, Garner, Jimmy Ryan,
Husband, Fern, West, Butlin.
Sub: Aston.

LEICESTER CITY: Shilton,
Whitworth, Rofe, Earle, Moore,
Cross, Weller, Sammels,
Worthington, Birchenall, Glover.
Sub: Stringfellow.

Referee: Mr David Smith
Earle (Leicester) 18. Earle 48
Worthington (Leicester) 60
Weller (Leicester) 86
Attendance: 25,712
Receipts: £15,000

unlucky. A cross by Thomson

was headed en cleverly by Jim
Ryan and Butlin went in hard
to shoot at goal from just
outside the six yard box.
Goalkeeper Shilton was there
just as quickly and made an
amazing save from within a
yard of the Luton player.

A neat pass by Jim Ryan out

~Piviston - side

o Butlin on the right
promised much, but the Luton
move went flat when Butlin’s
intended centre went behind
for a goal kick.

But Luton could not get
through Leicester’s defence.
They tried and tried, and a
goal looked to be on the way
when Anderson raced through
the middle. But again Cross
was, . theres and the First
stayed 1in
control.

In the 4lst minute the
expertise of Shilton again
saved Leicester when he
managed to get across to a
fierce left foot shot from
Anderson and gather it at the
second go. This was Luton’s
best shot of the match so far.

A minute later Jimmy Ryan
tried a low one, but this time
Shilton did not have to bother
as it was going wide of the left-
hand post.

A huge clearance by Horn
was cleverly heeled on by
Butlin, and his centre was
headed behind by the alert
Whitworth.

In spite of the Luton cheers,
the corner was half cleared
before a shot by West went
over the top.

HT: 0-1

Leicester so nearly went
further ahead straight from
the Kkick off. In a brilliant
move through the middle,
Sammels made all the running
and took a gem of a return
pass from Earle at full speed,
and his shot scraped the
crossbar with Horn spread-
eagled.

Luton weathered the storm,
but they couldn’t seem to get
into top gear for some
minutes. There was no doubt
about it they were feeling the
pressure.

Leicester did go further
ahead three minutes after the
break, when Glover nipped
out to the left with the ball and
crossed for Earle to score his
second goal. It was a terrific

effort which went in off the -

far post and gave Horn no
chance. 4

A minute later Earle
charged through the middle
all on his own and looked as if
he was going to make it a hat-
trick, but he fed the ball out to
Glover on the left, and John
Ryan got in with a smart
tackle to foil the affair.

Luton’s first serious injury
came in the 52nd minute,
r had to have

treatment after being

on the edge of Luton’
area. He hurt his right
was able to carry on.

A brilliant chipped gass by
Earle into the penalty box was|
chased by Worthington and
Sammels, and John

forced to make a hurried pass!
back 'tgselxis goalkeeper. It
a&ost. beat Horn who had to
S o~ eft to catch™it.
But Luton were beginning to
look on the wrong end of a
beating. ;
‘Luton almost pulled a goal
back in the 56th minute.
§pod ass from Anderson put
im RYan clear on the right]
and his cross was missed b
Husband, Fern and Butln
right in the goalmouth.

Right on the hour Worth-
on more or less made it
safe for Leicester with a
splendid headed anl_ A wea
clearance by Thomson was
taken up .on the Leiceste
right wing by Weller. He made
progress and crossed accu
rately for his centre-forward
to head Leicester’s thir:
A couple of minutes
might have been 4-0
Worthington screamed a
in after a good headed

from Earle. Horn made
save of the match to ke
out.

Luton tried to hit on
rebound, but a left footer fi
Butlin was caught on the dive
by Shilton.

A run on the right by Jim}
Ryan ended with a hard cross,
but Butlin missed it by a foot
as he launched himself at goal.

Obviously sensing that they
had won, icester began to
play some pretty football,
doing more or less what they
liked, an approach which ledF

to some frustrated tackles
from the Luton players

There was a murmur of]
appproval from the Luton
crowd when John Aston began
to warm up. But there were
only 13 minutes left, and one
felt it was far too late for anyr
Luton switch todo any good.

A cross from the left gave
Jim Ryan a chance with a
header, but he showed his
anguish when he put the
chance straight into Shilton’s
arms.

Aston went on for Fern in
the 79th minute.

Leicester were yards on top

in the second half, and thi
was underlined when W
scored hteir fourth dgo
minutes from the end.




