- Luton 0, Middleshro’ 1

LUTON manager Harry
w Iaslam’s dreams of a

Second Division’s top
teams were shaftered. He
said: “I dom’t want this
to sound like sour grapes,
but I was very dis-
(appointed with Middles-
'brough.,

“I had sald that 1t would
be the Cup Final of the
Second Division, but I was
gurprised that they didn’t
gogm and play open foot-

all, .

“1 was sure they would
make a mgtch the Division
could: be proud of, but I've
never seén so many balls
booted over the stand,

‘““Middlesbrough certainly

played some robust stuff.
verybody wants to win,
but 1 still think people
want to see good football.
But I don't begrudge Jack
Charlton any of his suc-
cess. He richly deserves the
title.” :

Luton’s second home
defeat of the séason, means
that  the romotion race
now looks closer than ever,

But. Luton had enough of
the play to suggest . they
will be there at the finish.
Their freer and more indi-
vidual approach provided an

classic clash between the.

By GRAHAM BAKER

Interesting contrast to the
controlled organisation of
Midkllesbrougt.

But Luton’s sustained

pressure d not oduce
many shockas, a&rhough
Middlesbrough g o a1 keeper
Platt always looked um-
cerbain,

Boro’ wom the match
thirteen minutes from time
with a goal that England
Under-23, gtar Mllls admif-
ted he mishit, :

Murdoch. started the move
down the right that Foggon
turned Iinside for  Mills to
score In off the post,

Covered

Middlesbrough's 'machine-
like defence covered up for
the apparent uncertainty of
Platt and Luton's pressure
did not produce many goal
chances,

Platt was caught ten
yards off his line by a sud-
den high pass back from
Boam, but he managed to
claw the ball out of the air
to deny Luton a reprieve.

The game alwayg threat-
ened to boil over, with Mur-
doch :and Cochrane, of.
Middlesbrough, bein
booked for fo uls, an
Luton’s Anderson for
argulng.



