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JOHN TOSHACK
returned to the
Liverpool team
against Luton Town
at - Anfield this
afternoon, and
brightened a drab
scene with a goal

'bought firom
~monith ago. Tor £60,000.

immediately after
the restari.
[{" was a major occdsion

tfor John Toshack, replacing
the injured Kennedy, ' and
trying o establish a claim
for a regular first team
place, and Phil ‘Neal, taking
over for the out-ol-form
Alec Lindsay.
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Toshack, who had
neceived a great receplion
from the Kop., soon earned
fresh. applause - with: a
clever run . before pushing
through a good pass:. to
Keegan. The move con-
linued. with the ball goimg
o Cormack.: who was well
tackled by [FFuicher: the. Jad
Luton bought last season
from Chester, for £100.000.

I'utcher was marking
Keegan — too closely on
one occasion, and' was
spoken to by referce Burns.

From  the free  Kick,
“Toshack was robbed ot an
early: goal by: a. spectacular
goalline save from Horn,
Neal moved up into attack
and made a strong header
which bounced off a Luton

defender high in the air,
and fell just  right for
Toshack to make a diving
header. But Horn ' stopped
[the ball literally on the
line,

Afiter’ this escape, Luton

launched their ficst raid.
Spiring pushed. the Dball
across to THusband. and
with the Liverpool defence
‘a Jittle hesitant, . Husband
was presented with a good
chanice 'as Clemence came
oul. He should have done
better ‘than push the Dball

wide.

Liverpool were yards fas-
ter and more ellective than
this . mpoor-looking Lulon
team. Keegan and Cormack
combined brilliantly, with
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Liverpool 2, Luton To
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By MICHAEL
CHARTERS

Keegan managing Lo turn

rand make a:left fool cenlre

which Toshack met with his
head. but could not get suf-
ficient force behind at.

Then Liverpool went into
an inexplicable slump, dur-
ing which they played with
surprising lack of thrust. In
defence, they made one or
two mistakes, and Spiring,
withh a clever backheel
flick, pul the ball invitingly
in front of Jimmy Ryan,
whose shot was blocked by

Cormack.
In the net |
The Liverponl defence

was badly at fault again, in
letling Anderson bring the
ball through in a long drib-

_ ble. He interchanged passes

with Spiring, and Ffinally

_put the ball in the net but

was fractionally offside.
Luton had taken heart
from this lack-lusire period
by Liverpool and were on
attack after it had looked,
in_ the early stages  as
though- TLiverpool - were
going lo dominale. Keegan
was trying hard to create
something up front. On one
occasion the ball rebounded

off Faulkner and. gave him.

a chance Lo -push the ball

through to Toshack, who
was just offside.
Smith was forced Lo con-

cede a corner, in face of a
challenge by Aston. Jimmy
Ryan took the kick and
placed it well, but Cle-
mence made a great catch
under pressure from Faulk-
ner. _

Horn made a good save
[rom a 25-vavd shot by Cal-
laghan and an even Dbetter
one from his own full-back,
John Ryan, whose back
pass was badly placed.

Chance lost

Liverpool’'s Dbest
came - -after - 20 .
Keegan turned the Dball
back ‘from the line, @ and
Heighway stretched .out a
foot and diverted the ball
high over the bar. Had he

-.-_jhanc:e
minutes.

left it alone, = ‘Toshack,
standing behind  him, was
ready to nod it into the
net.

Callaghan lifted the game
from its slump with a neat
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Line-up

LIVERPOOL: Ciemence’
Smith, Neal; Thompson.
Cormack, Hughes; Keegan,
McDermott, Heigh way,
Toshack, Callaghan. Sub..
Boersma.

Horn
(John), Buckley
Faulkner
Futcher; Ryan (Jimmy)
Husband, Spiring, West,
Aston. Sub., King,

Referee: Mr. K. fl.
Burns, of Worcester.

LUTON TOWN:

Ryan
Anderson,

bit of play down the left
wing, but his centre was
headed behind for a corner
by Futcher. Keegan took
the flag kick. and Liverpool
appealed for a penalty
when MecDérmott went
down. but .the referee
waved play on.

Luton broke away from
the goal kick. and Jimmy
Ryan tried a long-range
shot, ‘but sliced the Dball
wide. The crowd was groan-
mg at some of the Liver-
pool passing mistakes, and
against the team anchored
to the bottom of the table.
their display was unconvinc-
ing, after they had started
so brightly.

There . were only occa-
sional flashes on individual
brilliance to lighten this
drab first half.  One . came
from Cormack, who beal
two men in a tight dribble
before' making an accurate
centre. which = McDermott
headed just wide.

Cormack was the liveliest
midizeld - player on - the

(dield. He dispassessed

Anderson to try a good
shot from 20 yards, but just
sent the ball’ inches wide.

A good pass from Neal
gave a shooting chance to
Keegan, but he wasted it
by pushing the ball across
to: McDermott.

Then Horn had lo stretch
to- turn the ball over the
bar from a good header by
Toshack, off* Callaghan's
centre. Liverpool were
dominating ' play towards
the end of the first half,
but 1t was not ‘impressive
and they were malking mis-

takes completely out ° of

/character.
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- Half-time;
Luton 0.

Liverpoel,
Kop goal

Liverpool 0,

attacking the
in the second

half, had the incentive of a
TOSHACK goal a minule
after the re.start.

The crowd had been look-
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Welsh international  heads for goal but only succeeds
| cor ner. -

TOSHACK ONE: John Toshack was soon involved

in the action on his return to the team at Anfield

to-day. Here he is involved in a goal-line scramble
with goalkeeper Horn.

ing desperately [or a revi-
val after the dull first half,
and Toshack's goal pre-
vidediits (i ae . Bl

It began with good work
by . Keegan. Yon i the: ‘left

wing. His' céntre was back-,
by

headed across goal
McDermott. and Teshack
shid the ball over the line
from point blank range.
Luton came back with a
spirited reply but lacking in
real skill, and Clemence
made a couple of good catc-
hes . from right-wing cor-
ners. Clemence -had to
malke his first “ good ” save

from -a hard-hit shot from
West, the chance: being
made for him by a good

run from Anderson, Luton’s
best player.

‘Then Teighway — he
had had' yet another indif-
ferent match — made  his
first 'contribution of the
game when he cut inside
and hit a fierce right-foat
shot which' Horn @ knocked

.up.an the au. -

Toshack: sent Heighway
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racing down the left with a

good “pass, /but when . the
ball - was switched' out® to

Keegan [he opening . was

~wastedy as - Keegan delayed

his cenbtre. Liverpool & just
failed to make anything of
a4 ‘chance created by @ Cal-
laghan. who  brought the
ball from vight to Ieft
before making a  ceéntre
which Horn failed to ioter-
cept.

Crowd restive

Then Husband made a
magnificent diving -header
from 12 yards: range., off a
centre by Jimmy Ryan,
with the ball just nissing
th'e ‘upright. Liverpool were
now playing as. poarly as
they had done in the. First
half. Luton were attacking
with sviril and persistence.
and the Liverpool ', crowd
were very restive with their
team’'s, display.

"Thev'd, obviously,
that. Toshack's goal

lelt
could

"have been the signal fotr am
" improvement, but 1t hadn’t

come, although  Toshack
and Keegdan were working
hard: tryving to creale some-
thing effective. RS

- Toshack, the moslt impre-
ssive Livevpool stpiker.
almost  worked a second
gpal with a clever dribble
in, the penalty arvea, after
Keegan's persistence had
won the ball off :Jimmy
Wan and Anderson, who
should have cleared.
- Toshack’ laid® - the ball
invitinigly across goal, but i:

~was Futcher who was thepe

to turn the ball away.

¢ Liverpool were' ‘pulting
move: pressure . on. aad
looked like creating goal
chances from time to time
Jbut. invariably slipped up
with - the final move or

From one Luton attack.
Clemence raced out 10
yards to hold the ball from
‘a centre’ by Jimmy Ryan.
had read the- ‘situation
well, because there « was
danger to Liverpool, ‘with
the defence spreadeagled.
Luton should have made
better use ol Aston down
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rhe lett, The former Manc-
hester United winger beal
Smith several toihes bul,
strangely, was not; givel
the ball as muehb he
should have been. |

Florn made another _gﬂﬂ.(l.
reflex save from ‘Keegan's
quickly-taken shot.

With eight minutes Lo 2o,
Toshack should have made
it absolutely certain  for
Liverpool. when he raced
in from what looked at first
like an offside posiltion (o
shoot into the side netting.

With six minutes lelt,
HEIGHWAY put Liverpool
 two in front, to clinch _the
| win they so desperately
needed after a run of eight
games without a vietory. Il
came after Horn had been
drawn out of goal by a
‘Toshack header and Ieft
'stranded as Keegan drove
‘the ball back into the goal-
‘'mouth. Horn managed to
make a save as he was
getting to his feef, but the
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ball bounced out to Hﬂigh- i
way who had a simple job |

to put it. into the net.
Attendance : 35.091,
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