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CITY tumprehenswaly won
‘a battle in the mud at
Kenilworth Road, ploughing
: .__}!rmwar to victory on a
pite w‘hlch lookeil ,hke a
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'Bt.“ esp Ite the dreadful
ﬁdit:m. . there were
%nimt.s, p‘a.f‘ﬁcularly in

first half, when
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guality of
touched great
g*t%ts "By half time, they
in have been four kﬂa]s
mktead of the two i‘rn
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- And, for a tlme in the
_a,s_bcbnﬂ half, began to
“look as thbug'h ‘the two
& oals might not be enough
_with Luton staging a furious
*an& desperate revival which
ifa.s finally killed by Green’s
Lg‘mll in the 79th minute.
| at ga\re City their
i?I;larlt'd away win of the sea-
"\Eun ~and nobody could
1 eshon their right to it.
part from that opening
spell in fthe second half,
“they took Luton_apart, wnth
1ieir three strikers posing
‘Erohlems with which the
ane team could notf cope.
‘And, with® Hutchison and
rCartwrig'ht effectively using
the flanks at every oppor-
I;nnit}r, City’s attack had
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The goals

ALDERSON (City)
ALDERSON (City) .. 25min.

Bmin.

ASTB'\T (Luton) ... ...
GREEN (City) ... 1‘9min

Doi‘enslvely, City did not
have a lot to d-u until Luton
ged their  brief rally

ﬂ{ which Ramsbottnm.
ull off a couple of excel-
lent saves.

So, after last week's
ﬂefeat by Burnley, it was
_a welcome win for City and
_the result mav well have
_spelled the end for Luton
as ‘a First Division side.

- From the Sky Blues point
of view, the two points
should ensure that tlw:ﬂ'.r do
- not become involved in the
relegation struggle and. on
today’s form, there is no
dang'f:r |

| TV SOCCER

BBC Match of the Day fo-
night: Arsenal v. West Ham
and Birmingham v, Middles-
brough. v tomorrow: Ips-

wich v. Leeds and Carllsle V.
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LUTON TOWN 1 COVENTRY CITy 3 7%
BRIAN ALDERSON and Alan Green fired Coventry City to their

conditions here this

~ Alderson _ struck
twice -in the first half
and then Green put
paid to a furious Luton
- revival with a 79th-
minute goal.

The only consolation for

- struggling Luton was a 5dth
xmtnute goal by Johmn Aston.

. Both sides were unchangea
despite defeats last Saturday
but the biggest surprise was
that the match was taking
place at all. Heavy rain
yesterday and an hour beflore
the kick-off, had turned the
pitch into a mud bath with
pools of water in the centre
circle and penalty areas.

It was still raining when
City kicked off and immedi-
ately there were signs that
the game could become a
lottery.

When the pl&yers attempted

.to run thmugh midfield spray

ssmin. third away win of the season w:th great goals

afternoon.
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“reports from
Kenilworth Rd

flew all around them and
players were clearly going to

have trouble passing with
accuracy.
City, however, aimed their

first two attacks down the
middle with Ferguson beating
Faulkner in the air each time.
On the second occasion his
flick forward saw Green go
raeing through only to be
given offside.

But City put together a
move of quality in the sixth
minute which might have

hbrought a goal. Hutchison hif
a glorious crossfleld pass to
Oakey who turned the ball
inside  to  Cartwright. He
centred first time and Fer-
guson got in a good header
saved by Horne.

But this led to a spell of
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back"® but City's football re-
malned much more construc-

L CAVE

- Fewguson was giving Luton
all sorgs - of  problems and
Herne made another good
save from a header by the
'striker, Then City forced two
 successive corners and, from
| the second, Fewumn bril-
llantlv,r headed the ball back
to Carr but Horne tipped the
shot over hig .bar,

At this stage. Luton were
being outplayed. The Sky
Blue,-, were concentrating on
using tne grassier flanks and
the speed of Alderson and

| defence all the time. p

|- "A neat one-two move be-
| tween bhese  two  strikers
| almost brought a second goal
| with Faulkner just getting his
| foot to the ball as Alderson
| shiot.,

It was no surprise when
City grabbed another great
goal  in the 25th minute.
ALDERSON scored again,
| but, this time, a tremendous
| run from Cartwright made it
possible.

From inside his ‘own half,
Cartwright went up the right-
wing, cut inside and provided
Alderson with the perfect ball
which  the- striker -lashed
home with his left foot, tak-
ing a knock in the process.

Three minutes later there
was almost a third goal with
Hutchison beating two defen-
ders belore hitting an angled
shot which beat Horne but
scraped the wrong side of the
far post.

Luton were being taken
apart and Alderson cnly just

from~a neat pass by Green.
FLOATED

In the 35th minute, City
had' the ball in the net aagin
but the “gcal” was ruled out,
apaprently for an infringe-
ment by Ferzuson as
forced the ball home from
Green’s Cross,

A minute later Green's
| beautifully-judged chip beat
| Horme but fleated just over.

For a short spell, effort and
determination brought Luton
back into the matech again but
they failed to create a chance

Green was stretching Luton’s

failed Frl‘lﬁmh a - glorious
through b from Hutlchison
and Cart- had a shot blotked |

he.

despite appalling

Brlan Aldersun Y
two goals in first
25 minutes.

pressure from the Sky Blues
and finally a great opening
goal in the ninth minute.

Green set it up, taking a
short pass frem  Hutchison.
He made progre wn the
left, drew two detenders out
of pesition and slipped a pass
to ALDERSON who finished
eff the job with a low shot
into the corner of the net
liom Just inside the area.

~ Luton, desperate for points
in their relegation battle, hit

Continued on back page

and City almost scored again
when the speed of Cartwright
created problems. He passed
inside, Green and Ferguson
DIB-FEd a one-two and Grfeen
fired in a shot which Horne
saved just inside a post. Half-

time:
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Luton made a defermined
start and got in their first
shot of the game. If was a
good one from Anderson
which had Ramsbottom leap-
ing to tur nthe ball round a
post. From the corner Luton
appealed for a penalty when
a shot bouncod back off a
defender but referee Davey
waved play on.

Luton's pressure continued
with two more corner and a
second penalw appeal turned
doewn by the referee in the
o0th minute, This time City
looked fortunate lo escape as
a ilnesman flagged for a foul
on Ron Futcher, who was
tackled by Carr.

Three minutees later came
an _even more incredible
escape for City when Ander-
son beat two defenders and
Ramsbottom to set up Alston
for a shot at an open goal.
But, incredibly, the Australian
World Cup player shot wide.

But the fire and fury of this

Luton revival brought them
the goal they had been
threatening 'in the 55th
minute,

City were left stranded with
a4 run from Jim Ryan and,
when the ball came over,
ASTON beat Oakley in the
mudd:.r penalty area to prod

- Shot past Ramshnttom.

Tl‘llEE minutes later ‘there
was almost an equaliser with
Aston’s low centre beating
Ramsboltom to strike the near
post- and flash across. goal
wilthout anyone getting a
touch.

At last City found some re-
prieve to launch two lefit-wing
attacks which had Luton de-
fending desperalely.

And ‘'then, in ithe 64th
minute, cnly a fabulous save
from Horne prevented a third
Clty goal. He threw himself
upwards and backwards to
hold =& superb effor't. fmm
Green.

BLOCKED

actioned continued
with Luton threaltening an
equaliser. It nearly came '
when Alston got a touch to
a long centre from the ughL'
and Ramsbottom threw him-

The

selfl across goal to save,

Ferguson had two possible
chances to increase. City’s lead
but his first effort was saved
by Horne and his second
blocked by a defender.

A couple of minutes later
Ramsbottom beat away a tre-
mendous long-range swerving
shot from lelt-bac Buckley.

- Cattlin kicked the ball away
tm a corner-as Ron Futcher

ploughed his through
the goalmouth.

But, in the 79th minute,
came a third goal for City,
with Luton exposed by the
speed of GREEN. He chased
a long ball from Craven and
beat both Horme and Buck-
ley before putting the ball
into an empty net,

After the goal, Dugdale,
suffering from a leg injury,
was brought off with Holmes
taking his place.

Attendance: 14,423.
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