.| The cost
oArmests: 61
0877 | oInjured: 62 (13 taken o

hospital) B
e Troublemakers ejected
from ground: 350
eBroken windows: 50
oCars damaged: 6
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Inmmnl Luton chlef coach Roy McCrnhnn shakes hls fist as hundreds of fans swarm on to the pitch mnmems from the final whistle.

LUTON was still counting the cost of mindless soccer

thuggery today as police told of the battle they faced Bloo ‘
against the town’s worst-ever football violence. 4

Fury erupted after the Hatters thrashed visitors Chelsea 3-0.

; ea f h d nvaded the pitch, rampaged through
. Luton leaving : il Gf siisifed Wle\'z}Wq damaged earsand-injured 2 = =4
people. { I2
British Rail said today that Chelsea fans returning home by train caused £1,000

damage to carriages. Trouble was not confined to after the match. On their way to the
ground Chelsea fans smashed windows in High Town Road, 19 were arrested when

they broke iinto the
il Guel (Gl ey | [T By Evening Post Reporters ]

from the end of the game
play had to beé stopped

bail. The police task was made
when‘ J0uviofithe London ejé\ct'eod(?lo‘;a ‘fgg‘if,ﬂﬁﬁf WeT€  more difficult because of a By STEVE LEE As soon as I arrived at the |
team’s supporters stormed 0455511 5% s bomb threat to the Arndale I STOOD on Luton ground, 1 witnessed ugly
the pltch. police and Specials . Centre and a demonstration Town’s Oak Road end on brawls. There was inter-

on duty were fully stretched inst the fighting at the Oak
the blackest {5 control the fans during the bgﬁgéou{lfgo‘(xoz‘;imsliafr%r Spark  Saturday and watehed ‘r’(l‘:;!;g::d StNe: T iyal Taug

Saturday tor football violence
in Luton Town's history, Last jacrang pacgroon of vlo:  during the soccer match. the worst soccer Vvio-  ang a “conveyor belt” line
season, regarded as the Worst  fans ‘rampaged  their way When the game ended the  lence in the history of of police and the stewards
for hooliganism the club throygh iton aftor e mata police Were unable to prevent jthe club — and it was fought bravely to haul ot
experienced, the largestsingle ona policeman commented: sections of the 19,000 crowd the Chelsea fans who the young offenders.
tally of arrests on match day “The ‘town is g smashed running amok outside the bi |
was 18. This time there were up_n ground. Chelsea fans, upsﬁ! at caused the trouble. a Just be!‘oreCh(hle klc);-olr
their ng, ozens o elsea fans
X @ Pohce said 50 wmdow:ahaéi ople arrested were imashed w(l)ncll(mévs ngsh%pssand ml‘{ c:,":zsy :a:]?:g'lt:)‘;‘eﬁ spilled on to the pitch to
i hed e gam ouses in Oak Road and Bury 3
Hooligan Special . . the Chelsea train is halted at Napslnry whare the fans T el U c?ar&eed With eaudnig a breach Bouses in Oak Road and Bury e “Wivitable  auestion:  Joln the massed bank of
fittings and mrew them on to the trackslde people hurt. —offences and were released on the railway station. How long can hBr"lsh
T : T — 0 One woman, visiting Luton football tolerate this men-
for the day, was forced to_ 8€€% ..

stand by and watch as her M-
rigistration car was tipped
over on its side.

“I saw the youths tipping
the car up and down an
gradually turning it over, but

there nothing I could do

said Mrs Elizabeth
Hollingsworth, who lives at
Wwlwyn

!g.fﬂerrihle ‘

‘“The scenes were terrible.
have never seen anything like |
| it. It was just as though a war
wason.”

Three police vehicles were
also damaged by the thugs.
One had a window smashed,
another had the wing mirror
damaged, and a van door wa
damaged” when Chelsea fans
tried to rescue a youth who
had been arreste

Mrs Ruth Marshall, of Oak |
\ Road, who was with Mrs |
Hollingsworth  outside her
| home when the car was tipped

up, front window
smashed by a piece of wood
flung lhrmu.h

of Nn vear-old M

¢ Oak I(o.ul

Another resident, Mrs Botty

Winfield, who also had a

{ window smashed, said: “The
whole thing was disgusting. 1
think it is about time football
was stopped altogether, or
‘else it shoueb played right
out in the country somewhere
where the fans can kill euc‘\ |
other if they want to."

During the Oak Road b.\l”(.

I a youth was hit over the head
with a bottle. Of the 61 injured
during the afternoon 13 were
taken to Luton and Dunstable
Hospital for treatment and |
two were admitted. They have
since been sent home.

I Robbery
| Near the railway station
| fans poured into a Pakistani \
| food shop in Bury Park Rxmd

| owned by Mohammed Run(y

| Quraishi. They upturned fruit |
and vegetable displays ..nu\
began throwing the food
about.

| Atthe railway station police
and British Rail officials had
to herd the Chelsea (dm onto '
the trains. The S ed out
lightbulbs, broke \»mduwx and
‘|rlud to rush across railway
lines to get at rivals,

On the trip to London
rowdylsm forced the trains to
make several stops. One
occurred near Albans




