his place wer
Arsenal player
Chambers.

it _w‘spm
the danger and safely
pushed the ball back to

“r was qui

playing - with
arrogint  poise,
dominated the early
minutes, and after only five
minutes, Lloyd was
extended into sharp action.
The danger came from
a neat little move out on
the right between Spiring
ing, was ended

by a firm low shot by

2 L
roar was cut short.
Half-time:

PORTSMOUTH
LUTON .,

Luton’s’ compostire had

_been restored by that goal,
‘and the second half opened
with them putting pressure
on Pompey's defence.
Went gifted them an
early corner from which
Faulkner was allowed a
free header over the bar.
Another leisurely move

©® GOALS

. 55 min.
000000000000000000

Anderson which Pompey’s.

goalkeeper took at full
strength. =
Luton’s poise almost

became their downfall in
the seventh minute, when
Paul Futcher tried to be
just too clever back in
defence.

His pass across his own
penalty area, aimed for
Buckley, was too cocky.
Young Foster intercepted
it, but, before he could use
it, was robbed by
Buckley's tr dous

‘worked the ball
out to Buckley, and alth-
ough Reynolds failed to
cut out his low cross, he
recovered in time to help
Roberts crowd out Spiring.

Pompey could now find
little of the life that had
given them territorial
control for much of the
first half, and then in the
S55th  minute their first
move of note of the half
had a disastrous ending.

It built up by
Kamara and Piper, whose
pass put Marinello in full
flight, His ball to Foster

t the youngster fac-

ing the wrong way and by
the time he had controlled
it and turned the chance of
a pass to Graham had
gone.

Luton's break - out from
hat

|tackle. The ball broke to
|Reynolds, and from 20
|yards his fiercely struck
'right-foot shot brought a
fine save from Barber.
Promising

It was a promising start,
with Pompczmresponding
to Luton’s challenge well,
and Reynolds quickly
made his power felt in
midfield.

Young Kamara had
found much of the action
passing him by early on,
but in the seventh minute

he made his first real
fimpact — and impres- |
[sively.

He got away on the left
in pursuit of Marinello's
pass and let go a fierce low
cross. Foster hurled him-
self full length and i?‘ust
failed to connect with a
header, i

Then Kamara tucked a
fine through ball out to the
right to set Graham free,
but, at the end of a
promising movement,
Marinello was caught
offside as Piper tried to pu*
him clear.

Suddenly the emphasis
switched, and Pompey
were making all the run-
ning beginning to make
Luton's defence look
|anything but composed.
| The key lay in midficld,
|where Reynolds was |
storming through the game |
subduing the talented |
Anderson. Kamara was
beginning to find increasing
self-belief and room on the |
‘lcﬁ from which to create l

problems.

Marinello twice tried
| shots but neither got past
\the covering full-back,
|although the second reb-
|ou to ara and the
*youngster brought
applause from Gruham‘!or
a fiercely shot first umet
shot that thudded just |
wide. dl

t y threat
ended with them increasing
their lead.
Lurking

Once again Anderson
and Spiring contrived to
create the danger.
Anderson put a neat pass
out to Spiring on the right,
and, when his low cross
rifled across Pompey's
goal, Went and Roberts
just failed to intercept.

Ron Futcher lurking
beyond |l|1e (a\r p(zsl shoved
Py A ¥ e e

fhe kid’s cup fo overfiowing, Kamara got
himself booked in"the dylng seconds for a blatant b

of shirt puiiing.

it back into the middle of
the goal area, where
ALSTON was caught with
his back to the goal, but
was still allowed the time

' to turn and force it under

Lloyd’s diving body.

Pompey now endured a
torrid time. Luton's
confidence was sky high
and their moves began to
assume an arrogant' air
which stretched and
tormented Pompey's
hard-worked defence.

Pompey could not get
themselves back  into the
match, and, in the 74th
minute it took a fine dis-
tinctive save by Lloyd to
prevent them falling
deeper into trouble.

A corner by Spiring just
cleared Roberts, leaving
Faulkner with a clear shot
which was thundered

against the goalkeeper’s
body. i
Reynolds's long-range

ballistics offered Pompey |
their one real chance of a
goal when, in the 76th
minute, he ran on to a
return pass by Graham,
calmly dragged the ball
past a defender and from
25 yards unleashed a
left-foot drive, which
brought another brilliant
save from Barber.

It was a scant moment
of Pompey cheer, and, as
play switched to the other
end, a lucky bounce res-|
cued Pompey from a third
goal.

Spiring’s  header from
King's cross hammered |
against the inside of the

‘people

post and flew straight back
into Lloyd’s grateful grasp.

Pompey now pushed
forward
desperate search for a
comforting goal, but left
their defences thinner than
ever and, caught by a
counter - attack, they were
lucky when Anderson
again contrived to head
wide after Ron Futcher's

in a |

|

back - header had put him |

clear.
Pompey’s biggest let off
of the match came in tl
88th minute when Ron
Futcher

completely |

wrong-footed Lloyd, and, |

as the ball rolled towards
the goalline, Piper
ap from nowhere to
hook it over the bar.

Final:

Ne

s h Pol 's Steve Foster (right) and a
Heads you Ioseuh on despite frantic dlvos,bm" "rytrom . :
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