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| VERDICT

e second half, it
ed as if Luton
ht do something
promotion-

inst
sing Bristol City.

o of goal and
ey were not able to make

There were mistakes
hroughout the Luton side.
" Much of their passing left a
| lot to. be desired and
Bristol's tall strikers
" Ritchie and Cheesley gave
home defence the
itters. ;

~ Luckily Paul Futcher
~was in fine form and in
~ spite of a leg injury half-
- way ugh the second
| half, I made hime Luton's
~‘L’ﬁll!)’ the Match.

i ﬁ

_ In attack Aston supplied
~ what smkétip&_e was but
| he did not get enough of
the sort of ball he was
'seeking. There was also
- plenty of effort from
~ midfield where Chambers,
- King and West tried hard.
:hnt ‘as a whole, this
“Luton team did not know
| enough to beat a side that
uld defend strongly,
tackle crisply and attack
‘on the break. i

' Husband went on as
and he very nearly scored
| three minutes later.
 In fact as the game went
| in to its clsoing minutes,
‘Luton’s efforts in attack
"belied much of their
“earlier play. « =

~ But it was toolate. They
- will ,havea;t'q'?;,t;ft playing
like this in the first half as
~well is they are to repro-
~duce the sort of form we all
know they are capable of.

.'\ N Naten 7 "
20 minutes or so in_

ing of their efforts.

left,
. substitute for Jim Ryan

il

LUTON lacked fire poWer agaln‘today and
could count themselves lucky to escape with
a 0-0 draw against Bristol City.

They had a lot to thank keeper Keith
Barber for in a game which saw the Hatters’
defence facing some potent moves from the
promotion-chasing visitors.

'i‘here was a stage midway through the second ha!f
when Luton really sparkled in attack and they had their

hopeful fans roaring in
anticipation of a goal, but
it wasn’t long before the
‘impetus faded — and the
fans started giving them
the bird.

Luton made two changes
bringing in Andy King and
leav nxﬁ out John Seasman.
Thei so brought back Jimmy
Husband as substitute.

This meant that King was to
play a more attacking sort of
role with Jim Ryan, Anderson
and John Aston.

It was’'in fact John Aston’s
first home game since Sep-
tember 13, when he p:3‘ed
against Bolton Wanderers. He.

. was injured ' the followin

week at Notts County an
made his return to the side at
Sunderland last week.

Bristol had a fair followin
at Kenilworth Road
attracted considerable in-
terest to the match. They
started toeday in second place’
to Sunderland who, of course,
beat Luton last week.

The big news everybody was
waiting for at
Road today was whether or
not Scottish international
Jimmy Johnstone would sign
/ for the Town. -

He watched today’s game
and took his seat in the stand a
cqugle of minutes before the
kick-off, alongside Luton
director Jim Yates. -

But an hour earlier a board
meeting had ended without
any decision being made and it

and-

‘goalmouth
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now looks as if we will have to
wait until early-next week to
know whether or.not this fine
player will join the Luton
ranks. =

The puttinﬁ back of the
hour meant the game had to
start with the lights on. These
were not necessary at the kick-
off but it was a dull afternoon:
with ‘rain threatening, yet
with sunshine in the distance.

" Luton took some time to get
into their stride and both Paul
Futcher and Faulkner, helped
by Thomson, were busy in the
first few minutes.

Some aglgression by Cham-
bers gave Futcher possession
and he moved upfield before
knocking a good ball into the
which™ - West
eaded down before Jimmy
Ryan shot over the Bristol
crossbar. :

King was playing on the
right side of Luton’s midfield
and he made some particu-
larly good passes to give the
Luton side some feeling of
confidence.

A good pass to the far post
by John Ryan was challenged
for by West, and Gillies had to
head over his own crossbar.

City hit back when Ritchie
went past John Ryan, but his
Bass out to the left caught

rysdale offside.

»

After West had een
adjudged to have led
Mann, a , good free-kick by
Tainton out to the right
brought a header from leading
.,sc‘_(()irer Cheesley which was
‘wide.

- And at the other end, a hard

frgclcyederon e gt
“John-Ryan-

ballfall to the feet of Faulkner

but he missed it completely

and fell on his back in
disbelief.

Another good Bristol free-
kick by Tainton brought

another good header out of
Cheesley, and Barber was
forced to put the ball over his
own bar.

Luton hit back again with a
'e]xglendid move started by
ing, continued by Chambers
and ending with a cross from
Jim Ryan being éust missed by
Anderson and
ing the ball.

More good work by Cham-
bers sent Anderson on a
breakaway. But there is still
some punch lacking in the
Luton attack and Anderson’s
centre went straight to the
goalkeeper.

From a long throw by
Bristol, Anderson was lucky
that Barber was fully awake to
his rather chancy back pass.

Luton were again in trouble

ashley catch-

~ when Thomson conceded a

08s - the ~goal-,

HATTERS HANG
OR A POINT

Firepower is
still missing

corner. Barber saved one
ood, hard low shot, but the
all bounced out to centre-half
Collier, who followed up with
another but the uton
goalkeeper again managed to
stop his close-range effort.

In the 29th minute the Town
roduced their best effort so
ar. From a corner West
knocked the ball on to

Chambers who lobbed a clever

shot at anl, only to see it go

just high and wide of the left-
and post.

King had to have treatment
for a head ifjuiy but-in spite
of this, he continued — alon
with Chambers — to loo
Luton’s best player.

While in defence, Futcher
was the outstanding player
and he again came to Luton’s
rescue when Whiiehead
slipped Thomson and got over
a good cross.

At the other end, a long-
range cross from Jim Ryan
was narrowly missed by Aston
who lunged forward but could
not reach the ball as it skidded
past on the wet surface.

While Luton could rarely
et in scoring attempts,
ristol were always ready to
have a go and both Cheesley

and Ritchie had efforts
stopped by Barber.

HT: 0-0
Bristol showed further

ambtion at the start of the
second half. Right from the
kick-off, Barber had to make a
diving save to Whitehead, and
then the hard-working West
found it hard work indeed to

| MATCH DETAILS

LUTON: Barber; John Ryanm,
Thomson, Chambers, Faulkner,
Paul Futcher, Jim Ryan, King,
Anderson, West, Aston. Sub:
Husband.

BRISTOL CITY: Cashiey;
Gillies, Drysdaie, Gow, Collier,
Merrick, Tainton, Ritchie,
Sub: Svmenay.
Referes: Mr H.
(Mansfieid)

Davey

clear the ball from the Luton
defence.

Then Luton attacked but
Anderson handled Jim Ryan's
high centre in the goalmouth
and another chance was gone.

Referee Harold Davey had
not done much to please the
Luton fans in the first half, but
he really annoyed them when
he awarded a goal kick after
Aston had let the ball out
thinking it was a corner — as
did everyone else.

Bristol had further bad luck
when a long free kick from
Drysdale was headed just over
the top by the high-jumpin
Cheesley who continually ha
the Luton defenders strug-
gling.

And a couple of minutes
later, City centre-forward
Mann ram some 30 yards
without being tackled before
hitting the top of the Luton
crossbar with a tremendous
shot from outside the box.

When Aston made a good
break down the left, he beat
full-back Gillies easily but
neither Jimmy Ryan or
Anderson could get up in time
to get to hiscross.

SPORTS FLASH

B8 Billy Hughes gave
Second Division leaders
Sunderland the lead at
York.

Luton nearly scored in the
61st minute. Anderson sent
Jimmy Ryan through and the
winger got over a good cross
for Aston to blast in a shot
{)_nly to have it blocked on the
ine.

More intelligent football
from Chambers resulted in
him putting Aston clear on the
left. Aston got in his centre
and the Bristol goalmouth was
a real shambles. The ball
rebounded out to Thomson,
and he had a shot but it was
also blocked and skidded out
to Aston.

The winger got another
centre across, but again the
Bristol defence scrambled the
ball clear.

. This was Luton’s most
Intense period of pressure
thron.:ighout the game and the
crowd who had been dis-
appointed by the Town's
dlsplaly. began to scream for
that elusive goal.



