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Official Match Day Programme OXFORD UNITED LUTON TOWN
Football League Division 2
! 1 Roy Burton 1 Kelth Barber
2 Les Taylor 2 John Ryan
OKFORD UNITED V 3 John Shuker 3 Steve Buckiey
4 Nick Lowe 4 Pasquale Fucclllo
5 Colin Clarke 5 Paul Price
6 MaxBriggs 6 Paul Futcher
J 7 Peter Houseman 7 Jimmy Husband
3 8 Peter Foley 8 Brian Chamber
9 Derek Clarke 9 Ron Futcher
SATURDAY APRIL 17TH 1976 10 noluerrli::mlns 111! 3:)1:::' v::?oln
KICK-OFF 3.00PM 11 Mick Ta
: 12 Steve Aylott 12 Peter Mead
o MATCH OFFICIALS
CI{A UFORD %{.l’ L Referee: Mr B.M. James - From Surrey
cMotorcycles E#40), e e

CHRISTINE o e new
HONDA 550 rour

JUST TWO GOOD REASONS
FOR GOING TO OXFORD'S
FINEST BIKE BOUTIQUE.

ALL MAKES OF MOTORCYCLE SER-

VIGING o REPAIRS o AND ACCIDENT

REPAIRS, UNDERTAKEN BY FACTORY
TRAINED MECHANICS

SEACOURT TOWER, BOTLEY
OXFORD. TEL. 49966

HARRY —SALES ¢ ROD—SERVICE
LEN—PARTS
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AT SIX years old Jiulio Barresi from Church Cowley Road must
be one of United’s youngest supporters. He will also be United’s
mascot for the match against Luton Town.

Jiulio who attends Larkrise school has been a United
supporter for over two years. Along with his father he is a
regular supporter at the Manor ground.

Jiulio is a keen footballer himself even though he is too young
for his school team. Jiulio’s enthusiasm for football is no doubt
shared by a friend of the family. . .ex-United player David Sloan.

8£62T03
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'No-one could have given
more than Mick Brown .. .. he
has been superb in very ditficult times’

THANKS, GENTS!

SUPPORTERS NOTES BY JIM HUNT

Today at 2.30 p.m. out on the pitch, we make the
Super Easter Draw and I would like to thank
everyone who has given their support.

At the time of compiling these notes I have no idea
of how we have fared but I am confident that when
the last ticket has been placed in the drum it will all
have been worth while.

We were hoping to obtain a celebrity to make the draw but I
cannot promise anything because you will appreciate we did not

particularly want to spend hard earned money in this respect -

and we were hoping to persuade some-one to perform this duty
out of the kindness of their hea;t.
TAA S
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Sole UK Distributors of the World’s No. 1 pool

SYLVAN POOLS

SUNPOOLS LTD.,

33 WITNEY ROAD,
EYNSHAM, OXON.
TEL: OXFORD 880983

Warmth
that’s as

mobile as
yOIl are ..
summer or winter

Calor Gas Super Ser — all the
luxury of a good looking big
output radiant gas fire — that
you can wheel around because
it's completely self contained.
There's a catalytic model too
for those who need flameless
heat.

ECONOMICAL
NO-MAINS

CALOR GAS
SUPER SER

Come and see them at

GRAPPER'S DRIVE-IN SERVIGE

379 Cowley Road
Tel. Oxford 778123 M&

® Free quotations on request

e Terms can be arranged for
payment over 10 years.
Full service facilities.

On behalf of all supporters, and especially for members of the
Supporters’ Club, may I say a sincere Thank you to all the
players of Oxford United Football Club. Again it is too early to
even say with any certainty whether we will or will not stay in
Division 2 but I cannot let this opportunity pass without thanking
everyone.

And in everyone I mean Mick Brown, Fred Ford and Ken Fish
and not forgetting those regular supporters who in recent weeks
have excelled in their vocal support both home and away.

Let me now have the pleasure, from the inside, of paying a
special tribute to our three front runners named in the previous
paragraph.

No-one could have given more than Mick Brown, he has been
superb in very difficult times, and no praise can be too high.
Mick would be the first to admit that in turn Fred and Ken could
not have given him more support.

Fred has performed miracles on the field with his youngsters
and I can assure you Ken almost performs them in his medical
domain. The majority of 5 day workers would squirm at the very
thought of working just half the number of hours in one week
that either Mick, Fred or Ken work. Thank you gentlemen.

Easter Monday is a big day in the life of Oxford United Football
Club Boardroom Commissionaire Jesse Gee and his wife
Beatrice, for it is their Golden Wedding day.

80 year old Jesse Gee, a member of the Supporters’ Club,
became Boardroom Commissionaire on Oxford United's entry
into the Football League and since then has only missed one
home match. That was when he attended a wedding and he
remembers the visitors to the Manor that day were Orient, when
they were in fact Leyton Orient. To Jesse and his wife Beatrice
we wish a very happy day on Monday.

I will sign off by wishing you all a very happy
summer and trust that everyone will be back at the
opening home match next season. Up the U’s.

FORGE AHEAD

WITH

FAULKNERS

Full range of new motorcycles, mopeds and sports
mopeds in stock:- Suzuki — Honda — MZ —
Ducati — Puch — Yamaha — KTM —

Gilera — Fantic.

A selection of 300 New 8 Used machines on show.

Part exchanges welcome.

Helmets — boots — clothing — spares and

accessories. MOT while you wait. HP terms

arrange — part exchange welcome — free
delivery.

Why not call with your travelling problem and
seek the advice of our technical staff.

95 WALTON STREET — OXFORD
97279
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THE CLUB THAT ALMOST DIED
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ITS SELL, SELL,
SELL AT LUTON

LUTON TOWN, who visit Oxford on Saturday, have had a big dipper of a
season. They have been as up and down as the spring weather.

Having dropped from
the First Division last
summer, they expected
to go straight back
whence they came this
term. They had the same
team that sparked a
revival that almost
saved them leaving the
top flight.

But it never happened.
In fact they had a most
mediocre start to the
season, and did not start

ytheir promotion push
until November.

Then they had a
superb run. They beat
Orient at home, and then
went to Charlton ‘and
won 5 — 1. West Brom,
Hull, Oxford, Bristol
Rovers, and Portsmouth
all fell to Luton before
the Hatters stumbled at
Bolton.

Whatever their form

commercial

malcolm rouse photography

full colour weddings, studio sittings and location
assignments. We can photograph in your home or
our studio -

public relations

68 witney road eynsham oxford : tel: 880659
3
Touchwood

Sports Ltd.

We stock a large range of top quality soccer equip-
ment. Good price range of soccer boots with top
names such as Adidas, Puma, Gola, etc. A large
stock of strip available — please ring for special club
prices for jerseys, shorts and hose — or call in and
see us.
TOUCHWOOD SPORTSLTD.,
4 HIGH ST., ABINGDON.
TEL. ABINGDON 20008

on the pitch, the over-
riding factor at Kenil-
worth Road this season
has been their financial
crisis. They were a
reported £740,000 in the
red, and there were
meetings of the club’s
shareholders and major
creditors.

Fortunately people
gave the club breathing
space, and creditors
agreed to take half of
what they were owed in
the club’s new shares.
Peter Anderson, the
club’s midfield star was
sold to Belgian side
Antwerp for £60,000.
Had he not agreed to go,
the club would have
folded. There was no
money in the bank to pay
the wages for the last
week in November.

A fortnight ago
another young midfield
player, Andy King, went
to Everton for £40,000,
and another economic
crisis was avoided. A
clutch of players have
been exported to the
North American League
to cut the club’s wage
bill. These include skip-
per Bobby Thomson,
Jimmy Ryan and Gordon
Hindson.

In spite of all the
background worries, the
club’s good form contin-
ued and they can still be
called outsiders for
promotion.

Star of the side is
undoubtedly centre back
Paul Futcher. He and his
identical twin brother

Ron, the town’s centre
forward, went to Kenil-
worth Road for £110,000
from Chester last sea-
son. The bulk of the fee
was for Paul who is
rated as one of the best
sweepers in the Second
Division.

Brother Ron and
Jimmy Husband have
shared the goalscoring
burden, with consider-
able help from the now
departed King.

With the club being
forced to release so
many  players, the
chance has arisen for
several youngsters to
emerge from the ranks
of the vyouth teams..
Defender Peter Mead
was included in the
squad for the first time
last week when he was
Luton’s substitute
against Notts County.

And “‘Lilly”’ Fuccillo, a
Bedford lad of Italian
descent has been a
regular in the side this
year. He is only 19.

Ever present this sea-
son have been goal-
keeper Keith Barber and
right back John Ryan,
the club’s longest-
serving player.

Rugged centre half
John Faulkner has been
unlucky with injuries,
but Luton have found a
capable deputy in Paul
Price, another 19-year-

old, who has twice
recovered from a broken
leg.

While there may not
be any cash in the
coffers at Luton, they
have a rich array of
talent.
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Second half
collapse sends

Brown’s not

‘SO merry

OXFORD'’S second half collapse which brought
four Forest goals in the final 16 minutes once again
sends up the danger signals for Second Division
survival.

There were high hopes before this game that
Oxford would maintain their recent improvement
and if they had picked up a point this would have
been a big boost.

With four successive wins behind them United at
one time looked set to shock Brian Clough'’s side but
after facing almost total pressure in the second half
the Oxford defence were forced into submission.

The visitors might have felt they were desperately
unlucky to finish with such a heavy defeat but they
had to admit that Forest were the more composed
and aggressive side.

Oxford were only kept in the game by a brave
performance from goalkeeper Roy Burton who
produced magnificent saves to foil Marten O’Neil,
Ian Bowyer, Sammy Chapman and John O’Hare.

Irish International O’'Neil said: ‘I thought Burton
was going to keep us out yet again. He always has a
great game against Forest and some of his saves
were superb.”

Burton’s praise was fully deserved but when the
Oxford defence folded like a pack of cards under a
wave of Forest attacks the goal keeper had no
chance to perform more miracles.

He was beaten in the 76th minute by a header
from Barry Butlin and soon after O’Neil hammered
in the second from 18 yards, the best goal of the
game.

Colin Barrett was sandwiched by two defenders
for Terry Curran to his — the third from the penalty
spot and a minute from time John Robertson grabbed
the fourth. It gave Forest the double over Oxford
after their 1 — 0 win at the Manor Ground in
September.

SPOR'NE

mens

SECOND half action with United's Peter Foley hith fine shot which went just over the bar.

SPECIAL SPORT SCENE REFRT/Photos Malcolm Rouse

Poor Oxford never knew what hit them and they dkeeper Peter Wells but defender Frank Clarke scooped
were left to reflect on two crucial incidents in the first half ff the line.
which might have given the game a different complex. Les eter Roley and Derek Clarke missed two useful second
Taylor burst through to hit the ball home, only for Derek f openings but by then Forest had their sights on the goal
Clarke to be given offside, and soon after Roger Gibbins beat 1 and United disappeared from view.

4
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UNITED’S full back Les
Taylor (2) fires a cracking
left foot shot which beat the
outstretched leg of a Forest
defender and into the net for
what at the time Les thought
was his first goal in the
second division.

But his joy was soon over,
as his effort was ruled off
side.

The player supposed to be
off side was Derek Clarke,
who is in the centre of the
pic, the two other United
players are Roger Gibbins
and John Shuker.

ted

Take that! Derek Clarke hammers a shot at goal, but Forest's
Sammy Chapman gets in the way and the ball cannons away.

bi
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MANGHESTER UNITE

SPORTS SCENE

John Tagholm’s end of season view

Most people seem to have forgotten now, but last season’s biggest topic of
conversation was provided by Manchester United fans. Their march through
Second Division territory was illuminated by the media spotlight.

“Rampant fans”, “Cage the Animals’’, ‘‘Red Hoardes Strike Again", ran the headlines and the

outrage was widespread.

And, of course, some of it
was justified. As this season
draws to a close, however, it is
worth looking back and
re-examining those events,
and more particularly the
reaction to them, in the light of
the behaviour of Manchester
United fans on their return to
more familiar  stamping
grounds in the First Division.

Some Second Division clubs
last season were quoted as
saying ‘‘we don’t want them”’.
Many made great play of the
fact that military style pre-
cautions were being taken to
quell the expected riot.

In short, Manchester United
supporters were regarded,
particularly by the press, as a
thoroughly bad lot.

Tommy Docherty, bless him,
while admitting exasperation
at the events, never once
criticised the fans en mass, but
merely labelled a few hundred
as the trouble makers.

This was the view we took
at Oxford. But we went even
further than that.

Timsbury
Restaurant

STEVENTON

Lunches and dinners
Dinner Dances. . . . .
£4.50 inclusive
Bar Open to
non-residents
for reservations

STILL WELGOME

From a genuine belief that
most of what Manchester
United stood for was good for
football and that the behaviour
of a small proportion of the
fans was often a reaction to
press and public hatred of
them, Oxford positively wel-
comed their visit to the Manor.

Certainly we took pre-
cautions, but buses from the
station to the ground, for
example, were just as much a
special facility for the support-
ers as a means of keeping the
worst elements off the streets.

Lots of police were on duty,
but that would have happened
anyway.

At the end of the day the
worst fears of Oxford had not
been met. There was some
damage done, windows broken
and fences pushed over, but it
wasn't of Attilla the Hun that
many had prophesied.

For the damage both clubs
were indeed sorry but in the
final reckoning the day was a
success. The match was
splendid, the incidents few. As
a spectacle it was the best

for some time.

The emphasis on the good
things in football, which has
been marked in the press this
season, is an important step in
the right direction. The praise
showered upon the type of
football played by Manchester
United, Derby and Queens
Park Rangers, and particul-
arly on their attitude to the
game, has seeped through to:
all levels, including the
terraces.

The publicity gained by
Manchester United fans this
season has been virtually the
opposite of last season’s. Their
loyalty and their sheer weight
of numbers has silenced the
knockers; their style and
behaviour has brought only
praise.

Manchester United the
team, and Manchester United
the supporters are welcome at
the Manor anytime, just as
they were last season. We
said it last season when
nobody wanted them, and
we'll say it this season, when
everybody does.

OXFORD UNITED’S
newest supporter is
Victoria Emma
Makelow who is just
two and a half weeks
old.

She is the daugh-
ter of Supporters’
Club committee man,
John Makelow and
his wife Carol. Carol
is a member of the
Supporters’ Club
ladies darts team.

Victoria was born
on 31 -March at the
JehnRadcliffe Hospital
and she is John and
Carol’s first baby.

THE PLOUGH INN
WHEATLEY

“Friendly atmosphere”

o Weekend discos

e Snacks at the bar

e Good dart board &
Juke box
SETIN COUNTRY
SURROUNDINGS

Tel. Wheatley 2949

Tel. Steventon 254 thing to happen at the Manor JOHN TAGHOLM
THE ELMS HOTEL
‘ CHURCH WAY
‘The out-of-town g
venue within the IFELEY,
city” OXFORD.

TELEPHONE: OXFORD 778529 and 777538

CONFERENCES, PARTIES, LUNCHEONS, DINNERS, ACCOMMODATION
* NEW BANQUETING SUITE FOR 200 GUESTS

SPORTS SCENE
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IT CAN give a real supporter no satisfaction to
criticize his team but, in all honesty, if United are
prepared to take praise for recent performances they
must also be subject to criticism when it is due.

Fellow supporters who made the trip to
Nottingham were, undoubtedly, as disappointed as I
was, as the 4 — 0 scoreline speaks for itself.

Although all the goals came inside the last fifteen minutes I
thought that a home result was inevitable from the start. Apart
from a brief period when ‘Little Ginge’ had what looked like a
good goal disallowed and a Forest defender, acrobatically,
cleared off the line when a goal looked certain, it was all
{\}Ilottingham, and I hate to say it, but we seemed a division behind

em.

Without taking anything away from Forest’s performance I
think that United have saved their worst two games of the season
for the matches against Nottingham (remember our diabolical
performance against them at the Manor?)

I realise the tremendous strain that Mick Brown’s boys are
under but if that is the way that we respond to pressure then we
deserve to be relegated!

Thus United’s players walked off

."'1“.,“ gt Moy ,Sq

the field with heads

¥

: % . T SRR
UNITED'S Roger Gibbins plays the ball over the bod
Forest keeper Peter Wells to what seemed an op
the ball seemed to have crossed the line,

ICAN
TUNE YOUR CAR

a{ l(:f tthe the left iusil;d into the goal and with a spectacular overhead
en goal, but as scissors kick he cleared the ball back into play, and rob Uni
Frank Clarke who is on what seemed a very good goal. v SEF PR L

drooping, John Tagholm's miserable prediction was proved right,
and even some of United’s loyal veteran supporters who make
every away game and were regulars at the Manor before ‘yours
truly’ was born, were talking in terms of Third Division football
next season; am I the only one who sees any hope for the club?

Alright, so we lost two vital points and can barely afford to
drop another couple in the last four games, but the situation,
although difficult, is not desperate.

I want to see United go onto the Manor against Charlton and
Luton; and play with the skill and, just as important, the
confidence of a team on the top of the world for pressure is only
what you make it; and I want to see the London Road, and
hopefully the rest of the ground, get behind United with all the
vocal vigour that it is capable of.

If that is the case then I am quite confident that Easter for
United and the supporters could turn out to be a very profitable
one.

Finally, a word of thanks to all the supporters who have
travelled the country this season following United. It's been
great seeing familiar scarves and faces in the most obscure
corners of England.

All I can say folks is, ‘Keep up the good work next season be it
at Wolverhampton or Lincoln.’

RS o EL R R s R

i

Sports Scene Services Guide -

Prepare your car for MOT at your
home at any time, anywhere

KIDLINGTON 2805

LAYTON & SON
LUKER BROTHERS

(Removals and Storage) Reg?ova/ oy
Ltd. torage

Long established family business
(Any distance and European)

17a Shelley Close

Local and European
Tel. Bicester 2012

Headington Oxford 57386
Oxford 62206 and Witney 5746
24 HOURS

J.A.S.
BUILDERS

Decorating, Plumbing,
Roofing, General
Repairs
Fc. immediate attention
and free estimates
with a smaller quote

Tel. Oxford 45301

Acres ot tine old turt always
under preparation for your
new lawn

20p per sq. yd.

plus VAT
DELIVERED COD
Lawn Turf Supplies
1/5 Banbury Road
Kidlington. Oxford

office hours

Tel. Kidlington 3313

Office hours9a m t,5p m
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INTRODUCING UNITED'’S
‘FOOTBALLING VICAR’

ONTHE BAL

WITH THE air as blue as it often is on a Saturday afternoon at the
Manor its not the sort of place you would normally expect to find a

clergyman.

But the Rev
Michael Chantry
takes it all in his
stride. For the past
seven years he has
been Chaplain to
United and has been
watching them play
for eight years be-
fore that.

Its an interesting posit-
ion and one that he
combines with being a
full-time teacher in High
Wycombe, and chaplein
to Hertford College.
Sometimes even he won-
ders how he fits all his
duties in and still finds
time to lead a happily
married family life at his
Marston home.

Handful

Oxford United's ‘‘foot-
balling vicar” is one of
only a handful of club
chaplains around the
country. But those that
have one, including
Wolves and Leeds, find
them of real value.

Mr Chantry hates being
referred to as ‘‘The Rev.”
He believes his place is
among people, not stuck
in a church. God, he says,
is as much a God of the
traffic warden as the
church warden, the
trades union as the
mothers union, and the
Oxford City Council as
the Church Council.

The tie-up between the
club and the church
extends beyond the soc-
cer field — and the same
good natured relationship

goes with it. Last autumn
when club chairman Tony
Rosser was reading the
lesson at the annual
sportsmen'’s service at St
Aldate's, the Rector,
Canon Michael Green,
altered the running order
of the hymns to include
“Lead Us Heavenly
Father, through this vast

land.” A

and barren
timely tribute Mr Green
said to the difficulties the
club were having then.

Mr Chantry, a lifelong
soccer fan, wused to
referee a lot of matches
in Oxfordshire, and at-

tends every home game
the club play. He always
sits with the players who
aren't on the field, in
order to meet them and
be on hand for any
occasion.

Hurled

One such incident was

when Colin Clarke was

substituted shortly before
the end of a game. He
took off his shirt and
hurled it at Gerry
Summers, and then stor-
med off to the baths. “‘He
was furious’” said Mr
Chantry, ‘“‘the air was
blue”. He followed the
player into the changing
room ‘“‘and let him talk to
tme. I'm not an official, so
they know if they sound
off at me nothing goes
back to the directors or
anybody.”

The pressures are very
great on footballers, says
Mr Chantry, because
their professional lives
are so short.

Players and directors
are always calling on him
for help and advice. Once
he had half the first team
at his house — rewiring
it

Problems

He says he prays for
individuals when they
have problems, but not
for the club as a whole.
‘But he is a great believer
in loyalty. It is very
important — especially at
the moment.

He will never bring up
the subject of religion. He
lets others do that be-
cause he is very wary of
being accused of ramm-
ing it down people’s
throats.

P sy
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HALF TIME SCORES AT THE MANOR

Blackburn v York City
Blackpool v Carlisie
Boiton V Oldham

Bristol R. v Southampton
Cheisea v Orient

Hull City v Sunderland
Notts C. v Fulham
Portsmouth v Chariton
West Brom. v Nottm. F.
Arsenal v Ipswich
Birmingham v Tottenham
Coventry v Wolves
Derby C. v Leicester
Leeds v Man. City
Liverpool v Stoke
Man. Utd. v Everton
Newcastle v Burnley
Norwich v Q.P.R.

West Ham v Aston Villa
Cardiff v Swindon Town
LN O R S R
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