MANAGER Harry Haslam summed up the basic
cause of the Town's flop at Hull on Tuesday night:
“We were inept in midfield,” he said.

That was putting it mildly. The Town were
not half the side they had been agamnst Sheflield
United, although they did contribute to a game
which left the home fans highly delighted with the
quahty of the {football
they had seen.

Unfortunately, most
of the guality had come
from a Hull side which
looked no more than
workmaniike at times,
but was alwavs enthu-
siasfic and looked a
though it wanted to win.

GOALS: Sunley for
seconds; Hill for the Town

merman header 58 minutes.

Hull City details

HULL CITY 3, LUTON TOWN 1
Half-time: I-1
Hull

after a cornmer in 40
after four minutes; Daniel

penalty after a foul by Faulkner ?2 minutes; and Hem-

TOWN: Barber; Price, Buckliey, Faulkner, Futcher:

64 minutes), Husband,

DeVries, Haigh,

.TI'_EL? I'own had no Chambers, Fuccillo, Hill (Smith
midfield control, and DPeans, Aston. }
Hull thoroushlv T Al HULL CITY: Wealands: Daniel,
ERE G e LB ]F“"t Gf‘_ Croft; Hawley, Gibson, Lyall; | Hemmerman, Sunley,
X =8 VOCI VICLOrY, Stewart. Substitute: McIntosh, nat meeded.
though they needed ATTENDANCE: 5,499. 1

REFEREE:

soine dubious refereeing
popular with the Town.

to put them on the road
to a win. '

I'he Town’s back four
performed creditably
enough, but the mid-
ficld failed to provide
much of a service to the

for a late tackle.

viously been warned of his
capabilities. They tried to

attackers, with the re- close him down 2ll the
sult that Town attempts time, and succeeded soine-
- times.

at 2oal were few and far
between.
In attack, Jim Husband

And when they failed to
cut out the menace of
Aston the tall centre-backs

and Dixie Deans failed to were too powerful {for

combine, and bv wandering Deans.

on their own only added to To add to the Town’s

their problems. problems referee Michael
J] o h n Aston alwavs: Lowe produced some

strange decisions and even

looked the most dangerous
Raich Carter thought that

man, but Hull had ob-

Michael -Lowe,

#inefﬁﬁid — Highly un-

BOOKING: John Faulknper, T#‘wn’s first of the season,
i

ENTERTAINMENT: Good value for monev for the
home supporters, but a diﬁapp{uin}ment for Town fans.
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Hul{l bad been lucky in the
way things went for them.

But the game was a
cracker so far as action was
concerned. There was an
incredible start when Hull

took the lead with a goal

timed officially in 40 sec-

onds. |
Hull’s first attack ended
with a corner on the

Town’s right flank. Stewart

took it, and sent the ball
high to the far side of the
penalty area.

|-

By Brian Swain
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Ricky Hill failed in an
attempt to head clear, and
Sunley was able to control
the ball, step forward a
couple of paces, and then
drive it into the corner of
the net.

Within three minutes,
Steve Buckley had almost
equalised after an Aston
corner the full-back’s
pile-driver brought a bnl-
liant diving save from Wea-
lands.

The match was still only
four minutes old when Hill
made up for his mistake.
Husband robbed Croft,
made ground to the edge of
the penalty area and calmly
waited for Hill to arrive.

From Husband’s square
pass, Hill dragged the ball
past one defender, dum-
mied another, and then
carefullv placed a swerving
shot wide of Wealands. It
was as good a goal as we
are likely to see for a long
time. |

The game swung back
and forth, and Faulkner
was unlucky to be booked
for a late tackle on Lyall.

Fuccillo and Chambers
broke into the action every
now and again and
Fuccillo almost scored
when the three-man move
ended  with Hill crossing
the ball over to the goal-
mouth. @ Wealands saved
bravely as Fuccillo closed
1n

The Hull goalkeeper was
lucky when Husband put
a beader narrowly wide
after an overlapping run
and centre by Buckley, and
Husband was also off tar-
get with a 25-vard drive.
The Town’s defence was
pulled apart after a mistake
by Chambers which ended
with Hawley going through
on his own. He should
have scored, but Barber

spread himself low and the
ball was scrambled awpy.
The Town lacked! the
assurance and confidence
they bad shown on Satur-
day, but a referee’s deci-
sion knocked them fdr six
after 52 minutes. |

DeVries banged a |high
through-ball forward @ and
Faulkner and Sunley went
up for i1t on the angk of
the penalty area. ‘fhere
was no threat to the Town
goal until Sunley fell!over
and referee Lowe gave 32
penalty.

Hull had to wait whilec
a succession of ;their
plavers shook hands '’ with
Sunley, presumably tol con-
gratulate him on a dive.

Manager Haslam said
later : “I thought it was 2
harsh decision, but I'm not
complaining. You hayve to
take the rough with the
smocth.” )

Daniel thumped the spot
kick low .past
right, and six minutes later
Hull knocked the! Ilast
resistance out of the Town
with another goal. |

This time there were no
Town complaints, begecause
it was taken beautifully >y
Hemmerman who went up
with Faulkner and | beat
him to get in a glancing
header into the corser of
the net from a free kick b.
Daniel.

The Town went to
pieces after that, there was
no aggression in midfield.
and no confidence in' their
own abihlity. .-

Hill, beginning to look
tired was pulled off after
64 minutes and replaced
by 17-year-old Jim Smith.
He, at least, looked as
though he wanted to get
into the game, where too
many of his colleagues
didn’t. |

Barber's shah
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SORRENESIRIERS .

@ RICKY HILL, the Luton midfield man, had an event-

ful start to the game at Boothferry Park. He missed a

clearance that gave Hull City the lead in 40 seconds,

but atoned for his error within four minutes by scoring
a superb goal to put the Town on terms.



