


Are we slowly losing our soccer sanity? ‘L'he close season has
suggested that, with gigantic transfer fees and some players’
demands for better financial contracts, only six Football
League clubs can claim to be free of debt and in a sound
trading position.

The summer transfer rush was sparked by West Brom’s
Laurie Cunningham joining the exodus to European clubs
by signing for Real Madrid for one million pounds. Then
Preston striker Mick Robinson was transferred to Man-
chester City for £756,000, before Charlton’s Mick Flannagan
moved to Palace — again for a huge fee.

Yet Robinson could have been a Luton player last season.
Manager David Pleat made a cash offer to Preston and was
prepared to make up the deal with one of his own players.
But Preston, realising they had a little gold mine on their
Deepdale doorstep, were in no mood to sell.

Luton’s offer was obviously only a fraction of the fee
Robinson was eventually transferred for, and no-one can
blame Preston for waiting and trying to secure the best
possible price for their biggest asset.

Luton fans will remember the club’s traumatic times when
it almost folded under the burden of severe financial prob-
lems. But the directors, to their credit, maintained a tight
hold on their purse strings and with the help of good house-
keeping put the club on a solid foundation again.

Keith Burkinshaw, Spurs’ manager, last month high-
lighted one of the big problems with the English game when
he called for an easing of restrictions on the entry of foreign
players after hearing one of his own players may join a
German club.

“If we are going to lose our stars, we have to buy foreign
players to replace them,” he said. Burkinshaw’s player failed
to agree terms for a new contract, but Burkinshaw added:
“He’s prepared to stay with us for another two years if we
meet his terms. There is a danger that we will lose more of
our best players (an obvious reference to Kevin Keegan and
Cunningham) and we will be like the Dutch League with
crowds decreasing as the stars depart.

“The only alternative is to let the clubs buy more foreign
players. The Players’ Union won’t like it but the transfer
market here is so ridiculous that even the big clubs can’t
afford the astronomical prices being asked.”

Who can blame Cunningham for trying his luck in Spain?
At West Brom he was on a basic wage and tried to solve his
problem by asking the club for loyalty payment. Albion said
they couldn’t afford it — and that was the end of Cunning-
ham’s career at the Hawthorns.

‘I'wo Arsenal players also highlighted the problem during
the summer. One said: I think loyalty should be rewarded.
When a club sign a new player, they look after him. Why
shouldn’t they do the same for players who have given good
service — players they know? I've thought about going
abroad and, if I can’t come to an agreement here, I'm pre-
pared todoit.”

But the biggest warning came from Liverpool chairman
John Smith, whose club have signed a sponsorship agree-
ment with advertising on their shirts. Smith stressed the need
for a new financial boost for the game when he said: “Out of
total takings of £2.4 million last season, Liverpool — one of
the biggest clubs in England and Europe — finished with a
meagre profit of £71,000. The overheads in our game are
colossal and we have to generate more remunerative activity
off the field.

“The days have gone when clubs like ours can control.

their destiny in the financial sense by relying on the money
which comes through the turnstiles. We are all desperate for
money and we have to explore new ways of finding it.”

It’s frightening to see that Liverpool, the most successful
club in England over the last ten years, should make such a
small profit. What is the answer? If anyone does know, 92
Football League managers are waiting to hear from you.
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DAVID'S
DIARY...

Today we welcome Orient to Luton and hope that the two sides can
provide worthy entertainment for the fans. Last season we had an
exciting finish to the game here when Ricky Hill scored on the last
seconds to give us a 21 win.

Their manager Jimmy Bloomfield has been busy this summer
recruiting Mervyn Day, Tommy Taylor and Billy Jennings from West
Ham and John Margerrison from Fulham. Also, of course, we have
signed Paddy Grealish from the O’s. New players take time to settle as
they adjust to different styles of colleagues and gain team
understanding, consequently, early results can be misleading.
Many clubs have made considerable changes, some enforced because
of freedom of contract and teams will take time to get into a settled
pattern. Results already in pre-seaon friendlies, Anglo-Scottish Cup
and Football League Cup ties suggest this.

It is now more important than ever that we have competition for
places for the first team. Although I am delighted with our progress at
youth team level, boys of this age need to be fed in and out the League
side with discretion. For the tough Second Division, a strong squad is
essential. In this respect I am pleased that we should have Alan West
back soon, also Lilly Fuccillo is fighting determindly to get over his
injury. No side can progress without healthy competition so that the
maxim ‘‘you’re only as good as your last game” becomes a reality and
we are in a position to change the side if necessary.

During pre-season we had a close look at two players from abroad.
Both were players who had represented their countries at either full or
‘B’ level.

Although the gates of opportunity are opening for foreign
players, I feel it is important to have the players working in our ‘
environment first.

Unless the player is much better than existing staff, the risk
must be carefully considered. In most cases, the combined cost
of salaries, signing on fees and accommodation are considerably
in excess of what our players can earn.

I hope all our supporters like the new kit which we have
introduced. Our players have always preferred the white strip
and we have retained the orange and navy blue basis of the
club’s colours. There are several reasons why we have decided to
allow Adidas to produce our kit — these include availability,
quality, supply of footwear and a commercially fair deal. Every
decision we take is in the best interests of our club so I can
assure any supporters this will remain so. We may encounter
criticisms or suffer from misunderstandings along the way, but
our efforts and decisions are taken with only one goal in mind —
success on and off the field.

Enjoy today’s game and remember to get right behind the lads
from the first whistle.

The Luton manager completes the signing of
Tony Grealish

Picture: Evening Post-Echo

DAVID PLEAT




ORIENT

In 74 years in the Football League,
Orient have played only one season in
the First Division.

But now, they feel it’s time they
tasted life in the top flight again.

And with £300,000 worth of new tal-
ent in their line-up, manager Jimmy
Bloomfield believes he has found the
right formula for Division One.

Bloomfield didn’t have very far to go
for the players he wanted.

Tommy Taylor, Billy Jennings and
Mervyn Day all joined from West Lon-
don neighbours West Ham, while John
Margerrison moved across London
from Fulham.

For Taylor, it was a journey home
after spending nine years with the
Hammers. He first starred in 1970
when, with Terry Mancini as his centre
back partner, he won a Third Division
championship medal with Orient.

A few months later he was on the
move to West Ham in a deal which saw
Peter Bennett join Orient.

It was certainly a happy move for
Bennett who has gone on to become
Orient’s longest serving player with
well over 200 appearances.

Jennings is Orient’s most recent
acquisition. And he looks a bargain.

He first established himself at Watford
with 35 goals in 81 League games.

Although he was dogged by injury at
West Ham, he has never been short of
goals and at the end of the season, it’s a
good bet Jennings’ name will be figur-
ing in the goal charts.

Moores never really hit it off at
Tottenham after looking a player of
enormous potential while with Stoke.
But he has settled in well at Brisbane
Road.

Probably Bloomfield’s biggest dis-
appointment during the close season
was the loss of skipper Tony Grealish
to Luton.

Orient asked for £350,000 for Grea-
lish who came to Kenilworth Road
under freedom of contract. But Bloom-
field eventually had to settle for
£150,000 after a hearing by an inde-
pendent tribunal.

In defence Orient have the much
travelled Paul West who played for the
‘O’ youth side and made his League
debut at the tender age of 15.

He was transferred to Charlton for a
record fee of £26,000 at 17 and went on
to play for Fulham and Cardiff before
returning to Orient last season.

Bill Roffey is another regular mem-

ber of the defence. he made 19 First
Division appearances for Crystal
Palace before joining Orient in
1972-73.

Another Orient player with plenty of
Division One experience is striker Joe
Mayo. After making his name with
West Brom he joined Orient in 1977
and scored on his debut at Blackburn.

It was Mayo-Peter Kitchen partner-
ship which was a leading feature of the
club’s tremendous FA Cup run.

Henry Hughton and John Kane are
two players who have worked their way
up through the ranks at Orient. Both
joined the club after leaving school and
made their senior debuts in last sea-
son’s Anglo-Scottish competition.

Kevin Godfrey joined Orient as a
schoolboy making his debut in 1976
and becoming a firm favourite with the
fans.

Bobby Fisher is Orient’s established
full back. He was a midfield player in
their reserve team but switched posi-
tions when a vacancy occurred in the
first team. Since then it has been diffi-
cult to get him out.

John Chiedozie made his Orient
debut at 16 and was the Player of the
Year in 1977.

Back row (left to right): Tunji Banjo, Mervyn Day, John Jackson (now Millwall), Sean Rafter, Kevin Godfrey
Middle row: Alan Stephenson (Coach), Bill Roffey, Nigel Gray, Henry Hughton, Mark Penfold, John Chiedozie,
Joe Mayo, Paul Went, Bill Songhurst (Physiotherapist). Front row: Alan Whittle, John Margerrison, Tommy

Taylor, Jimmy Bloomfield (Manager), Bobby Fisher, Ralph Coates, Mark Gray.
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LUTON TOWN 1 GILLINGHAM 1

The second leg of our Football League first round tie against Gillingham was a frustrating time for our front
runners who, despite going close several times, failed to break down the visitors’ defence.

Above: Brian Stein finds himself foiled by the Gillingham keeper with Mike Saxby waiting in the background.
Below: It’s Saxby’s turn to get into the action with Mal Donaghy in attendance.

PICTURES: EVENING POST-ECHO.

Our four new apprentice professionals received the benefit of
a few useful hints from England youth team manager John
Cartwright when the players assembled for the annual
photocall.

Cartwright spent a day at Kenilworth Road discussing the
tactics to be adopted by the England team, and the new
scheme to be introduced at national level to help produce
and maintain the continuity of outstanding schools’ players.

From left to right, the youngsters are: Jan Piotrowski,
Alan Cosby, John Cole and Frank Bunn.

Aylesbury 3 Luton Reserves 0
The Town youngsters were surprised by the aggression of
this Southern League side and defensive errors saw them go
two down to goals just before and after half time. Harthill

® Director’'s Box Seats

®

® Pitch perimeter advertising
® Programme advertising
®
o

MATCH DAY ENTERTAINMENT
YOU CAN ENTERTAIN YOUR WAY — WITH OUR HELP

Luton Town are now able to offer a full match promotional scheme that
money (and not a lot of it!) can buy . . .

This, for starters, is what we can offer:

® Excellent new entertainment facilities available from October,
accommodating 120 before, during and after the match.

An ideal way for taking care of clients, customers and employees

Grandstand tickets for your own use
Tannoy advertising before the match and at half-time

Let Luton Town help you. Ring Mike Beevor now on Luton 415978 or
411622 and he will be pleased to discuss your requirements in detail.

RESERVE REPORT

put Aylesbury in front with a fine shot and Jones increased
their lead with a penalty. Although Luton fought hard, they
finished second best to a fine Aylesbury performance.

LUTON: Judge, Woodward, Harriott, Turner, Goodyear
(Murphy), Sisman, Madden, Pearson, Small, Ollis(Bram-
mer), Heath(Conquest).

Hitchin Town 0 Luton Reserves 2
Benefiting from their experience at Aylesbury, Luton’s
youngsters were always too good for Hitchin. Martin
Conquest’s goal in the 70th minute was a reward for his
persistence and, after Alan Judge made a fine save from a
very dubious penalty decision, Percy Pearson clinched victory
following Wayne Turner’s fine through ball.

LUTON: Judge, Woodward(Murphy), Sisman, Madden,
Goodyear, Harriott, Pearson, Turner, Small(Cole), Heale,
Heath(Conquest).

Dunstable 2 Luton Reserves 0

This was proably the reserves’ best display in these three
games but their final approach work wasn’t turned into
goals. Dunstable took the lead with a fine volley from 20
yards and they increased their lead from a short free kick
before half time. Although Luton showed many bright ideas,
they were unable to score in what was a very good and hard
fought encounter.

LUTON: Judge, Woodward, Turner(Sisman), Madden,
Goodyear(Harriott), Jones, Ollis, Curling, Small, Pearson,
Heath(Conquest)
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Shanks & Turner Ltd.

GORDON TURNER LUTON TOWN F.C.
Sports Outfitters

38 GEORGE STREET. TEL: LUTON 27634
(Suppliers to Luton Town F.C.)

Football Strips by:
ADIDAS - UMBRO - ADMIRAL ETC

Balls:
MINERVA - STUART SURRIDGE
MITRE - ADIDAS

Boots:
ADIDAS - PUMA - MITRE - PATRICK
POWER - GOLA

Referee Kits and Equipment
Goal Nets, Corner Flags etc.

12%2% DISCOUNT TO CLUB KIT ORDERS
10% TO INDIVIDUAL PLAYERS

COMPANY
CALL

Support the Town
and stay top of the League
by advertising in our
Match Programme

You can use us for
advertising your products or
filling those job vacancies

For further details ring:

MIKE BEEVOR
(Luton 415978 or 411622)

COIMIIERCIAL
(ORNER

NEWS FROM THE POOLS OFFICE

For the benefit of supporters who wish to become ““A Part of
our Army” of Lottery Agents, we have created four sub
offices throughout Beds, Bucks and Herts, to attend to your
enquiries on a more personal basis after realising our sup-
porters do not necessarily live in the Luton area.

Please contact, by telephone the appropriate sub office for
the following towns:

Hertford, Ware, Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield, St. Albans,
Hemel Hemstead, Berkhampstead, Harpenden, Tring,
Redbourne, Markyate, Caddington: Alan Spooner,
Welwyn Garden 22253.

Barton, Flitwick, Ampthill, Shefford, Aylesbury, Leighton
Buzzard, Bletchley: John Gornal, Hitchin 55007.

Bedford, St. Neots, Biggleswade, Letchworth, Stotfold,
Baldock: Mike Hardwicke, Hitchin 730591.

Arlesey, Ickleford, Hitchin, Stevenage, Buntingford,
Royston: Mick Kitchener, Hitchin 59628.

Luton and Dunstable: Ansafone 24 hour service, Tel: Luton
30748 or Luton 412418 daytime.

THE NEWCOMERS
Advertising manager Mike Beevor joins the Kenilworth
Road backroom team with something of a reputation in
athletics.
He is a member of the Luton United AC and a former Great
Britain international at 10,000 metres and cross country. He
was a memeber of the English team which won the World
Cross Country Championship in 1971.
Before arriving at Kenilworth Road, Mike was Project
Organiser with the Luton Recreation Services Department.
Now, he plans to devote his time to Luton Town and says:
“I want to plough all my stamina into helping Luton al-
though I would still like to be involved in athletics.”

SEASON TICKETS

Do you realise how much you can save by buying a season
ticket? The savings are favourable and tickets are still avial-
able on application from the ticket office in Kenilworth
Road.

For the benefit of supporters, we reproduce the prices
here: :

Season ticket prices:

Centre Stand (Main Stand) Blocks A, B & C £50; Blocks D,
E & H £40; Wing of Main Stand £32; Bobbers Stand
(located opposite Main Stand) £40; Bobbers Stand (Family
Tickets), one adult, one child £54; one adult, two children
£70; two adults, one child £86; two adults, two children £102:
additional adults £32; additional children £16.

Match day prices

Bookable in advance at ticket office (telephone bookings not
accepted). Centre Stand (Main Stand): Blocks A, B & C £3;
Blocks D E & H £2; Wing of Main Stand £2; tickets for all
these seats may be obtained at transfer points within ground.
Bobbers Stand £2; tickets at turnstiles. Junior Hatters Club
members (on production of membership card) only obtain-
able from Ticket Office. Bobbers Stand only 85p; Senior
Citizens (only on OAP’s gate, Bobbers Stand) 85p.

Standing accommodation:

Enclosure (in front of Main Stand), Oak Road (covered
terraces) and Kenilworth Road (open terraces), all £1.50,
children & OAP’s 75p.

| COME AND MEET
& KIRK AND LILY

Oy Along with
1 PATRICK MOWER. MISS ANGLIA TV BEAUTY QUEEN

and DAVID BEDFORD
at TOMORROW 2 PM

BARRATT’S SHOWHOME
WARDEN HILL LUTON
Ba"att i s il e

Barratt Developments (Luton) Ltd.
PO Box 5, Luton, Beds.
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LUTON TOWN

ORIENT

JOHN FINDLAY

MERVYN DAY

KIRK STEPHENS

BOBBY FISHER

WAYNE TURNER

BILL ROFFEY

TONY GREALISH

JOHN MARJERRISON

MIKE SAXBY

NIGEL GRAY

PAUL PRICE

TOMMY TAYLOR

RICKY HILL

ALAN WHITTLE

MAL DONAGHY

BILLY JENNINGS

BRIAN STEIN

JOE MAYO

BOB HATTON

HENRY HUGHTON

DAVID MOSS

RALPH COATES

oSN ooawn =

Vice Presidents of Luton Town FC

A. J. BERRY ESQ.

BRENGREEN HOLDINGS LTD.
61 CHEAPSIDE LONDON EC2V 6AX

TEL: 01-248 6026

C. J. HUDSON ESQ.

E. W. HUDSON HOLDINGS LTD.

6 UNION ST. LUTON
TEL: LUTON 30511

R. S. SAFRANEK ESQ.
NEAHURST LTD.

LONDON RD. LOWER STONDON HITCHIN

TEL. HITCHIN 94-813345

N. S. FOOKES ESQ.

N. S. FOOKES, ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD.

MATC

Linesmen:

J. BYLES (Oxford) Red Flag

H OFFICI

Referee: K. W. BAKER (Rugby)

45 LATIMER RD. LUTON

LS

B. A. OBRAY (St. Ives, Cambs.)

Yellow Flag

Arsenal v Manchester Utd
Aston Villa v Bristol City

Bolton Wanderers v Southampto

Derby v Everton
Liverpool v WBA
Manchester City v Brighton

Middlesbrough v Crystal Palace..

Nott'm Forest v Coventry.

HALF TIITIES

R. W. UNWIN ESQ.
R. W. UNWIN & CO. LTD.
PROSPECT PLACE, WELWYN, HERTS.

B. COLE ESQ.
CLEANDUSTRIAL SERVICES LTD.
PALMERS GREEN LONDON N13

G. HOLLAND ESQ.
KESTRAL WAREHOUSING LTD.
MOTHERWELL WAY, LONDON RD.
WEST THURROCK, ESSEX

01-882-4626

RICHARD C. LARKINSON ESQ.
RICHARD C. LARKINSON (BALDOCK) LTD.
STATION WORKS, BALDOCK, HERTS.
TEL: BALDOCK 893158

Norwich v Leeds

Stoke v Tottenham..
Wolves v Ipswich

Bristol Rovers v Shrewsbury....
Burnley v Notts Co
Cambridge v Watford.....
Cardiff v Birmingham
Charlton v Newcastle
Chelsea v Wrexham.
Preston v Swansea..
QPR v Leicester
Sunderland v Fulham
West Ham v Oldham
Gillingham v Millwall
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