SWANSEA SWAMPED

.Ll,tle‘_*{\‘l‘l‘?N IN 17 league pames, and with two
pramotion  seasons  bohind  them, Swansea  City
were torced o swallow a lavge, nasty dose of theiy
own medicine at Kentlworth Road as the Town

tumed on a super-show
second Division,

o jeab top place in the

W Tht‘\‘ could h Y O
scored ten,”  admitted
Swansea manager  John
Toshack after the

Lown's seintillating soe-
oer had put five past a
defence,
football
quite brilhant at tines,”
Journahists charved with

ponderous
“ Luton's

Womes o

Wl S seemed to have none.

town  defenders made
thetr jobs ook S0 easy (hat

the duty of choosing a man  they had few opportunities
™ the mateh from  each o compete for the man ol
team for the Sunday papers the mateh  tag, although
founyd the task ut‘.u'\\ N Jake Lindlay had to make
possible: the Town had so a dificult and  important
many moen |\Lt\ll\}!, al ]u‘;lk SAaVe 1 the frst maimute
form, while Swansea when  Alan Waddle  burst

Match Details

through with the ball at his
1L,

hat early scare was tho
unlx- 1ol lhlt‘d! 1o I|H‘
town's contral, with Find
lay and the defence never

i danger until the mateh
had been won.
It was g day (o savour

the delivhts of a Town sido

combining individual
talents  with  smart  team
work, lony Grealish  put

the steel imto midtield with
another  ampressive  per-
formanee, and the delicate

LUTON TOWN 5, SWANSEA CITY 0
Malt-time 2-0

TOWN: Findlav;  Stephens,

wOoOod, not needed.

SWANSEA: Crudgington;  Attley,

(Stevenson, 24 mins), Baker,

THE GOALS: David Moss, penalty, 10 mins, alter Rushe-
Hatton
AMan West and Mosa; West,
S8 mins, another gem, {rom build-up work by Ricky
Hill, Hatton and Steing Hill, 60 minx, crashing drive
from Hatton's pass; Moss again, 89 mins, direct from or o
free Kick after Stevenson had tripped him on the ¢dpe

bury tripped Brian Stein
I“imm, britliantly ¢reated by

Bob

of the hox,

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town

ATHENDANCE: 10,004

best so

acarly 5000 lower than when the sides last met in the
league at Kenilworth Road, in the Fourth Division 12

VCRIN AR,
“RELE: Jefl Bray, Hinckley

A penaly, but I thought he was right then, and

nl’()'{l'\;t;: \'iyr| Stesvenson for II'H.‘ lrip wurn \111\\ A1 lli;h
2Ol 1y due reward with the hith goal.

Table-to

VICTORY over Swanscea created
history for Luton Town: they went
1o the top of the Sccond Division,
and it is the first time they have
held that exalted place since 1939,
when the season ended after a few
weeks ht'l.‘.ilur ol the w dl,

The have been promoted
from the DIivision (wigg
the war, but cach timg as runners-up,
aiidd ag no Limge In CAaMpalgns
Jid thev lead the division,

Bur while Town supporiers can

savour the pleasure of the league table
pludtu‘:'q.I h_\ f"\.,lluldujn'g\ lt‘\u]lx. It has

l v n

Secongd sinee

| l]'[l T

1 be noted that 14 other c¢lubs are
within two points of them.

The lown are one of hyve teams
it the top, with seven points from
ive guames, As 1 turned out, Alan
West's S8th-minute gem was (he goal
w hitch pul themi ahead on goal diflers
RICC.

Their 13 Jeague goals piake them

ll'-lliill!: SLOICTrs 1 Lhe lu]i lhlrn divi-

L |

WRONG WAY: Swansca aoalkeeper Crudgington

Donaghy,
Grealish, Hitl, West: Hatton, Stein, Moss, Sub:

Marustik,
Phillips, Rushbury: Cralg, Mahoney, Callaghan; Waddle

nine ofl

five saved; Swansea two off target and four saved.

ENTERTAINMENT: Breathtaking, with the Town's pers
ormance casily as superior as the score<line sugpests,

Vol UI ol

Ricky
the devastating passing  of

Hill

|

|
and |
' i )

T
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Alan West destroved Swan

NONS
tieht at

Frive;

Alzle-

Ru\h; :
the

Charles,

l‘hnhl
vel of
capert  dead-ball
supersgoal, 17
men out ol
work

nrul SMUaSO

Nawaansea

largel

sions of the Loothall League, and they

have a poal difterence ol plus seven.
Newcastle, Leicester and Notrs County
all have a goal diflerence higure of
four and are second, third and fourth
m.‘q.‘unhll;.; [0 goals seored. Sunderland
are Nith, also with seven points, but
with & goal hgure of only plus (wo,

First lap indications are that It
is going 10 be a wide open race lor
promotion the last three unbeaten
records tumbled on Saturday, While
Swansca woere losing thiirs at Kentl-
worth Road, Cambridge United lost
-2 at Sunderland and Notis County,
who entertain the lown on Saturday,

down at Leicester when Alan
Young popped in the only goal of (he
pame hye minules lrom time,

New castle's 4.1 win al

ol

Orient

Pl Londoners in familiar territory

dlemptis  to
back,
they started with four de
fenders plus a sweeper,
MOSS Was a
pace, trickery and
shooting,
Broan Stertn used hig brain
as well as his teet
position
opentngs (ol

(0 take
himselt
ream-mates,
Bob Hatton responded with
his sharpest display
showed

sign of being able to surs
vive such individual super-

picked out the second poal,

pers for first
me since war

leaves a yard

I‘II\' it }il‘\‘ll o ,k:,thll a8 Vol \\-i“
where ever see in o vour life,'" he
-ful'llit,

It was a goal typical of
the ‘lown's peneral pors
[ormance, with a compact
defence halting a Swansed
vald, West's pass exposing
Swansea (o a L]’llit"\ run h_\'
Moss, and Hatton wrongs
footing the goalkeepor as
the shot was whipped low
into the net,

AR B

and

and

of the The Town's third, in the
S8th minute, alter a spell

httle in which Swansea had at
last begun to look like a

(eam, was another classie,

this s¢ason, but ortty, and they were des- Quick puassing from mids

troved when such  talent fick] involving FHll, Hatton

was harnessed into a real and Stein vipped Swansen

[eam game, apart and \West finisheg it

widely accusced of missing Fown boss David Pleat Ol l"l‘lh'\'tl\ for his lirst

poal of the season,

fucked away by Hatton in Swansai's  only  eéxcuses
the 17th minute, as  the for being outplaved W ¢re
best of the 1ot Wias as that Toshack and Robbie

at the wrong end of the table,
Shrewsbury are still bottom, with

one point. Oldham, Burnley, West
Ham, Orient and Chaclton are all on
three points, Queeny Park Rangers

have four following a J-0 home win
over Fulham, with Tony Currie scors
ing on  hix home debut after his
£400,000 transfer from Leods,

All the strugglers know that they
have enough time (0 make up the
leeway, Bur a year ago, af the same
stage of the season, three of the bot-

tom five c¢lubs were the three who
weng down at the end ol the d¢anm-
paign.

And Town followers can note with

pleasure that alter hive games last
scason the top three clubs wereg Stoke,
Crystal Palace and Brighton, who all
went on (o win promotion,
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Iill'lll":'i woera out of  the
attiek  with  Injurles, and

Alan Waddle had to Hmp
oll In the 290h minute,

But the first two goals
had alveady boen scored by
then. David Moss had Wit
the first from a  penalty
after Dave Rushbury
tripped  Stein, Town  [ans
thoughe the same plaver
had given away o penalty
carlier on, hut relerce |l‘||
Bray ruled that  Moss's
shot at goal had hit (he
defender's hand, and had
not  heen  handled  Iintens
tionally,

T'wo down at hall<timae,
Swansea  resorganised  fov
the second hall, Centre-
hall Jeremy Chavles, son
ol Mel and nepheow of Big
john, and newly named
young player of the month,
moved mnto attack and gol
absolutely nowhere aguins
Mike Saxby,

'l|l|.‘
of 1ho
swamped  the
and  rheir aken  attempes
at o second-hall fghtback
were killed by West's goal,
then  burled  within  two
minutes as O snapped up
the  Town's  fourth, his
third of the scason, lrom
Flatton's puss,

The rest was
with the Town
press  themselves in
enfertainment, and n the
last minule the nhlth
goul compleled Swansen's
H"Ii?\l‘l\’.

Another
by West sent
through (he
Stevenson wias
speed, and
winger down, lle
a Dbooking dor that, and
alter treatment ‘Moxs gol
up, examined the delensive

pace angd
lown's

neeuracy
AN Nal g
Welshmen

ncademice,
[reg¢ Lo N
sheer

perceplive pass
MOss racing
m I« dl e,
healen for
pulled  the
collected

wall and the poalkecepor's
position, and Mighted the
ree kick imntg the net for
his sevonth goal of the

SCHSON,

IN GOAL-RUSH

Report
By BRIAN SWAIN
Sports Editor
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® QUEUING UP: Alan West, far left, turns

away after putting the Town three goals clear
in the 58th minute, with Bob Hatton also In the
picture after laying on the final pass,

@® BELOW: TWO'S UP: Ricky Hill celobrates
his goal, the Town's fourth, with two-qgoal
marksman David Moss sharing the pleasure,
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too much at the near post, and is left helpless as Hill's shot beats him.



