BOSS BLOWS COOL ON
TALK OF PROMOTION

‘Match Details

FULHAM 1, LUTON TOWN 3
Half-time: 0-]

FULHAM: Pevton: Peters. Strong (Kitchen
Moncy, Gale; Bullivant, Beek., Lock:
Mahoneyv, Davies.

TOWN: lFindlay; Stephens, Donaghy, Saiby, Price;
Grealish, Hill, West; Stein, Hatton, Mess Sub: Pear-
son. not needed.

THE GOALS: David Meoss penalty, ive minutes, after he
had been tripped by Gary Peters: Ricky Hill, 56
minutes, finishing a move hé had started ‘n midhceld;
Nevin Lock penalty for Tulham, 65 minutes, after
Saxby fouled Davies: Beob Hatron, 80 minutes, after
good work by Hill, Stein and Moss,

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town three saved and fve
off target: Tulham six saved and hve off 1arget.

ATTENDANCE: 8,680 with a large Luton contingent in
good yoice.

REVEREE: Alan Gunn, Burgess Hill, Sussex — most
definitely not a homer and turned down loud lulbam
appeals for another penaloy,

BOOKING: Tony Gale for dissent when ref gave indirect
free-Nick instead of penaluy,

ENTERTAINMENT: Made by the result
but ulham were disappointing.

6 mins),
Marinello,

for Town flans,

[F TOWN supporters can be forgiven
for having their heads in the clouds
as they look at the Second Division
league table, manager David Pleat was
l.le}l great care to kk‘CP both feet
on the ground at Craven Cottage on
Saturday. ‘
Talk 1in the Press-room was full
of admiration for the way the Town
had destroved Fulham., and there
were attempts to draw the manager
nto saying that his side looked good
Cnou:_:h for promoton. t

| don™t think M; Pleat is vet con-
vinced, and he pointed out that aliho 18 h
the early results have been good the Town
have vel to meet the “big monav” side
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Birmingham.

It's a fair point, but Fulham were no
push-overs: lh(‘,\ had conceded only one
goal at home in their previous three un-
deaten matches at Craven Cottage

But they were up against ar eoven
defence than thet- own, and the
lOown's maror ASSCL B [h\‘ t"'-,.'-'-‘_'.l,ﬂ\\‘::'.}:
confhidence ©of the rearguand Fulham's
penalty m the 65th minute was the firse
toal put past Jake Findlav in 333 minutes
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REPORT FROM
FULHAM BY

BRIAN SWAIN,
SPORTS EDITOR

David Maoss netted one in “he fifth minute,
his eighth goal of the campaign, after he
had been trippred as he tried to ~ttack the
goal after neat work by Ricky Eil' and
Bob Hatton,

Hatton scooped a chance over the
bar from eigh* vards after Brian Stein laid
the ball back, and Fulham thought they
had an equaliser on a pla‘e in the 31st
minule.

Marinello. all but plaved out of the
game by Kirk Stephens. was obstructed
by the defender on the Ch‘t‘ of the box,
but referee and linesman were sure Tul-
ham's appeals for a penalty were unjusti-
hed.

Lhe indirect free-kick was bh.ocked
by Tony Grealish, and the Town were
very much in control by half-time.

Their policy was simple and effective:
Fulham were allowed to make progress as
far as the edge of the penalty arca. They
pumped a string of high centres into the

DOX,

And Findlay and his
mates dealt with  everye
thing, with everv clearance
a springdboard to counter-
attack at Si‘u‘fd before
Futham could get back in
numbers.

It worked ltke a charm.
with Fulham switching
—men try COoapTratinn T Fiea
Ky made two important
saves early in the second
half, before the Town
scored a goal T_\p;.\'-.ll of
their H)!C.

Hill robbed Strong in
midfield, counter-attacked
quickly and gave Stemn a
run at goal. He lost pos-
session, but as the ball ran
loose Hill had {ollowed
up. and shot caretully
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caught on the break. and
Alan West and Stein might
b\""fh have :ﬂii\u‘d IhL‘ SCOIre-
sheet as the Town had the
edge 1n defence and mud-
field.

he onlv hint of inter-

ruption to the lTown's pro-
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® CATHERING VM OSS: gress <came when Mike
: . :
ﬁ lhe Town's winger s

seen Saxby made his only mis-

: take of the game., pushing
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by Garv Peters in the hfth 1 avics Oh Uic -~*-‘i\?*-
: : - scramble to reach a deep
minulc, 3 R
centre. Kevin Lock scored
from the penalty, oniy for
@ BELOW LEIFI: Moss the Town to hit back ten

penalty 1o minutes from tume through
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The best pass of the
dav, a 30-varder by Hill to
Stein, ¢cut Fulham's cover
to pieces, and after the
ball had been flicked into
space via Stein and Moss,
Hatton rifled in a shot
which took a deflection on
1S way to the net.

Fulham manager Bobby
Campbell complained that
his side bhad more of the
play and lost through de-
{eNSIVe errors.

| thought he was half
right. He i1gnored the fact
that the Town looked much
sharper through building
quick attacks by accurate
ground passing.

And the Town boss was
nearer the mark when he
said: “We're plaving good
football. We are put under
pressure at the back and
we contain it, and we are
more resilient than we
used to be.

“We are more relaxed
and more conhdent bt"fdllﬁﬂ
the plavers can see for
themselves how well they
are plaving.™

wddbe need to. save . Mazk.

Alzlewood match practice
n the reserves had
prompted the mandser to
include Andy Pearson as
substatute, but on Satur-
dayv's showing no man in
the hrst team deserves to
be d !'u‘}"i‘;’xL

The detence was tre-
mendous, the mudheld had
the right mixture of brain
and T.l-.‘lhlll];..‘. POWCT, and
Hatton did an amazing
amount of work in defence
as well as 1in attack,

Moss Kept his marker on
(enterhooks without being
as effective as he can be
for 90 minutes, and Stein
deserved at least one goal
which could trigeer off
another consistent spell as
a marksman.

But before we are all
carried awav in euphoria,
D .'"I'ld;"'\ the lown DOSS
deserves the last word —
in the end his team must
be measured against clubs
hke Newcastle, Sunderland,
QPR and Birmingham.

It the Town can Keep up
their current form, thev are
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dates to ook forward

CFLEBRATIONS: Ricky Hill's goal lights up Town faces.
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A GOALLESS draw a
Birmingham bored most o
the 19,000 customers, bul
left Newcastle United wel
pleased, still top of the
Scecond  Division, wher
defeat would have put the
Town in the lead again.

Saturday’s resulis saw
the Town consolidate
second place and close the
gap on Newcastle to jusi
one point. The two 1top
tcams are the only sides in
the division with only one
defeat in cight games.

Newcastle bhave 12
points, and a goals differ-
ence figure of plus six,
while the Town have the
best goals difference figure
in the Second Division,
plus 9. Their 16 goals
makes them joint leading
scorers in  the division
with Leicester, who have
moved into third place.

Leicesier have ten points
after Denis Rofe scored
both goals in a 2-0 w.a at

—Swansea. and  Wre ham
Lr,_.

are also on n  Poiiis.
Mick Vinter was their
hero, scoring the only goal
of the game four minutes
from time against  his
former club, Notts County.

Seven c¢lubs on  nine
points are¢e hcaded by
QPR, who drew 0-0 at

Old ham. Cardiff, w ho
centertain  the Town on
Saturday, arc also on nine
points after a 1-1 draw
away to Bristol Rovers,
who come to Kenilworth
Road on Tuesday.

In the relegation zone
Shrewsbury moved off the
bottom with their second
win of the season. 1-0 at
home to Orient, leaving e
Londoners in 22nd place.

They have four points
from cight maitches, the
same¢ as Burnley, who lost
2-1 at West Ham. Burnley
and Orient are the onl)
two teams in the division
without a victory to their
credit.
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