‘GOOD ENOUGH FOR
THE_FIRST DIVISION’

~ Lulon can do il, says
- QPR boss Docherty
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JUST HOW big s the gap between the top of the
Second Divigton and the botbom of the st 2 That

wan one of the questions on Saturday after the
Town's best crowd for three yoars had boen glven a

soccer treat fn everything bar pgoals, W r
Lulan Town IS A A JHIAN

) ‘ Mowe anlln 15 8 A A% N
Town bows David *leat wont even I:I“I. uhnul o By el o sy A5 B A % 0017
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motion vet, but Tommy Daocher (v, Iu'nlulug mannper of Laliasiog N T 8 Yinm )
: Nulis (@ IN 7T A A8

Queens Mark Rangers, wan In no doubt, SWansoa 15 7 A A1e 1T 18

I thought his wide had
plolen a pointy,  but  his
viewsn on how the Town
aned QPR might fare IF thoy
doo owin promotion  were
given honestly enouph,

" Report by Brian Swain
Pictures: Mark Richards
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ad the Town's goal from Paul Price's free kick.

“Can themss two  tennma
sulvive In the PFilratr iyl
slonn If they got there!' 1
aeked, 1 fancy Dooherty
was (hinking of toame like
Boighton and Derby when
he answaored: “"From msome
of the Flrst Divislon sldea
I have seen this season,
the answer ip yen "

QUALITY

And while Dochorty
badly wanty (o Pl back
into the big tdme, hoe was
honest apain i hig adimis
ston that Lutonn were the
hotter of two teams who
hiod providied o top gunlity
advert (O {he Second
IDivision,

‘Luton are the bemt alde
wo  have playved amadnat
(his scason,” he said - the
fourth  manager o make
that comment out of the

ON TOP: Mike Saxby gejfs above Steve Wicks and goalkeeper Chris Woods fo 11 we have mot so far,

“They were the better
side  Ton ll.ltlp:_ ."..'I'H‘*"."ilI and

dih enough to win,  Dut
don't forget we could have
won the pame al the end.'

e way rteferving to a
badk mise by Clive Allen,
alter Mike Saxby's only
mistake of the match, I'ha
Socond Divislon's  leading
seorer shod over the bar
whon, well placed In the
Hth milnute,

A Rangers victory woukl
huva been a huge misonrs
rlage  of  Justice, beocaune
they never matched the
Town's akills, and | was
dimappointed that the Lone
doners  were allowod 1o
siaich even one poinl,

LONELY

lake Vindlay was a cold
lonely  man  fon bon g
pertods - “We had to de
frost  him at  haldstime,"
wan lrie Morecambe's
crack,

Chris Woode In  the
Othor goal was constantly
in uetion, particularly
when  the Town slipped

Glen Roeder wan ponalised
for n push on Waent, and
Paul Price's free klok was
met with o thumplng
heador by Mike Saxhy for
hin soecond ﬂlull ol  the
HONNOIN,

Rangers were down bt
not quite out an the Town
kopt In control at the start
of the second hall. A poor
Dk [Villy Ilv SMeve Wll'kﬂ
lot In Moun, but the de.
fender pot back (o repale
the damage with a goal-llae
clearance and shortly after
wirdu Woodu cauht n
hoader from Hatton o wl
.‘tllill‘ltwl cladma oy n goal,

REJECTED

The striker was certaln
the ball had crossed the
lne, but the clalmy were
rejected, and latoer Hatton
foolishly collected a book-
g for dJdissent when he
unkod the ref 1o take action
over a clash belween Mouss
and  Don Shanks, Wickasl
and  Hazell had been
booked earlier, and Shanka

into top gear for the final liter got his yellow cuard
five minutes of the firut for a toul on Moua,
half, Rangors equalised when!
I'i.itlh Staphens wan outs Saxby charged down a
A ?%m't" '. I\ Il'.'l‘:'llzi,llI.Il}:'u;“ L'}*“I"F:T "u':ll“l'tﬁ':l1||; :ttillp:,:- ”|'WI'“1";:"1:*“';m;“'il“i:t"
PR D O LR LUTON TOWN 1, QPR 1 Alan Wost, Tony Greallsh — ilver Allen evaded Prico's
y . .,: .‘"“‘ \"_;,: " ' A, | Hﬂlf-‘l'illlﬂ“: ]-*0 nndd Hob Hat{on i __ i thckle  and neored with
) X : L _ |i|1'.l[|l|.i|-.itlﬂ move which Mrent  componurg i C N+
TOWN: Viadlay: Stephens, Donaghy, Saxby, Price; Tl endod —with  David  Mony portise,
West, Greallsh, Steln, Hatton, Moss, Subi Alzlewood, shooting a foew Inches oyor

tha bar, BE'TTER

The Town's foothall, Without matntaining
with short quick passing thelr purple pateh (o the
angd clever running ofl the ond, the Town always

Goddard, ball to mive the man in looked the botter side Loy
THE GOALS: Mike Saxby for the Town, 4 minutes, possesnion two or three als me, and I couldn't whirg

header from free Kick by Paul Price; Clive Allen for tornatives oach time, won My Docherty's conclusion

Hangers, 61 minutes, after Suxby blocked a shot by lovely o wateh and the that o draw was the rlght

Glen Roeder. Rangers' defence ook an  result,

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTIS: Town ten saved, nine off  hammering, But Mr Pleat was happy
target and one hit the woodwork; Rangery three saved SAVED enough and relused to have
and six ofl target. LCowndd that thiy was o4 case

ENTERIAINMENT: A superbh advertisement for the Stephens lashed n ahot of n point loxt, "It i Im
Second Division, with the Town the better side ex-  againgt the post with portant at thiy stage nol
cept In the art of taking chances, Woods beaten, Mogy had a  to lose,” he sald,

ATTENDANCE: 19,619, highest since the visit of Ful. whot saved, and Woods ox- He way "not too pleased
ham (with Rodney Marsh and George Best) In Sep-  colled with a tremendous with the way the Town
tember 1976, dive (0 keep out a header minsed  chances, but  was

REVEREL: Brian Martin, Keyworth, Noltts handled a hy Drian Stein o delighted by the general
dithicult, hard game reasonably well, The Inevitable goal fin- wtandard wer by hix team

BOOKINGS: Steve Wicks for o foul on Steln, Bob Hazell ally arvived in the 44th “Il wo can keop that sort|
and Bob Hatton for dissent; Don Shanks for a foul on minute of a st |l.l”__, of foothall golng we have
Monn, which ran for 51 nuanutes, no problems™

Lead is cut to a single
pOi nt FORLIRLIQN LUAE AUGL B FUMRREEMSHY

not used.

RANGLERS: Woods: Shankys, Gillard, Mazell, Wickst Me-
Creery, Roeder, Currvie (Burke, 70 mins); Bowles, Allen,

ONE POINT was enough to keep
the Town on top ol the Second
Division, but Newcastle and Bir-

soOmefime,

Notis County, 2:1 home winners

" over Proston, and  Swansea, who
“”-”}*.h'”” Narrow 'l'll IIH. r—“'" 1”“' the ﬂlllp I.HHII, lnr stubstitute Sleve boeat Sundecland 51 at Veteh l'lll"l'.
P g the promotion hight could well g0 pynex, agalost stroggling Cambridge,  stayed In the cliase, but Cholsen pros
o ‘ﬁ‘h} on until prext Mayv- the Town's who have now gone elght  games 'l"""_". the day’s ‘I"‘"‘: '_‘”'"“'
' last (wo away games are apgainst without a victory, Fhoey llullllil-ll ek from two
| 2 o Al o i WO away g ' 4 Y : ( bird defonts with thelr 1000tk loague .‘h !
by 44 s Birmingham and Newceastle, Lolcester  dropped rom (hirg fory, nand thelr besteever away from
j‘.?l'h;'v.. OQueens Park Rungers dropped place (o Nifth when they were Ihrhl home, They won 7} ngaioxt Orient,
& ' | | from sccond place to fourth In a ni Iulmu-‘ I?f I;”_Hui;-".. lub Hl‘i“:l":“}"' who had taken nine poiloty out of the
A | Rk f}} L - ol .-.-,-‘-“--_"1 ,;'_:I fvapgue table still heavily congested ;" ho ‘ ;'}f':" 'I' I“nv‘!‘-“ul:::lll .L:‘I.'I‘II.::t: previous e, Lee Froat scored a hat-
| lii‘f-h'-.*%':?;:*rf%?‘"ﬁ: #,&klﬁi’i ™ 5 A ' ﬁ" -FF* Hall the division are still within four ll“l‘li'” _'|'" I" ..l Wy BAONUS (Fok TaRe (rick nnd Clive Walker got two,
A 1’ b N IR I U I 4 '(c. SR 8 points of a place in the top three, urn ‘Y'.“ 0 "“‘" ";'\' ;“;" "“ “f"/lhl Down ot the bottom Burnley arel
‘ ! ’.,..; il .fj. #:‘s _ f‘ > -‘ﬂlli‘,i.;_;_-_;”; Li&&,:mdm Newcastle r paingd second ||r|u1 9, nxl:ll::ll;r K'TI:"I:::‘}:I“ {I :T‘h'_l:l?:ll '::"“_.: -‘\.lllﬂl |H'HIIIII1II,I{ KT loxe T Il, ‘h'“.'i Hlll

- a g 1T hlll;l I hie Fown |l”li illll'.i-lll.' I I ' ‘ IL I'”i"'“ fraom 15 "Iilliihih‘- I“'lll' "u"“r‘j
SO NEAR: The moment the Rangers nearly gave away a killer goal, threo of Biemingham on poal difference, YOUDE '“I”l“ A poini DYy scoring are In danger with (en polote~ Ful
inutes after the intorval, Steve Wicks, in the dark shirt, raced back to when a goal by Alan Shoulder way inules fator, ham, beaten 220 at Craven Cotlage

| . (oo much lor Cardill hielore the day's Burnley's chillling record s now by Wenst Ham, Cambildge, and Wal.
. . r . 4 (), l - l'(}_|l .
car atter his back pass had prven David Moss a “F'h' ot 5O il The b higpest Second Division attendance, IR manlches without & win  enough ford, who lost a vital game ngndoal

eper is stranded in the background as Moss chases the ball across the LIBRO ot St Jamex's Park (0 send a shiver or two down Town fellowestrugglors  when they wenl
L I{'U.ll mquh .|nd WI(’L.'; h()(}l". (_|l'.|l'. Birmingham also Rol llnuup_h by ﬁllppnllrln' hllllll"‘- ns erl, over the down hf one gonl atl ."illl'i*‘w\lllllﬁ



