Top sides
begin to

FTHE Town go into the
New Year with every
shance of going back into
the First Division in four
months’ time, ,

. They hit manager David
Pleat’s year-end target of
30 points, and are now
jecond in the Second Divi-

sion, with the top four pull-

ng clear, b

- Another 23 points from
the last 18 games could
well be enough to go up,
ind the Town’s fixture list

makes 25 or 26 look well
Geoff .

within reach.
- Chelsea manager
Hurst believes that New-
‘astle will. be one of the
yromoted teams, and that
Iny two from the next six
yr seven could go up with
hem, :

- Today's leading positions
n the Second Division:
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cicester ... 24 11
irmingham ... 23 12
underland ... 24 11
‘rexham ' ..., 24 12
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ORIENT DETAILS

a

ORIENT 2. LUTON TOWN 2
Half-time: 0-2

TOWN: Findlay; Stephens, Donaghy, Saxby, Price;
Grealish, Hill, West; Stein, Hatton, Moss (White, 80
mins).

ORIENT: Yay; Fisher, Smith, Gray, Taylor; Moores,
Hughton. .Coates; Chicdozie (Godfrey, 81 mins), Mayo,
]ennlngs.qn

W3
THE GOALS: David Moss, 29 minutes, left-wing centre
which went in off the far post as Mervyn Day watched;
Moss again, 38th minute, penalty after Brian Stein was
~ tripped; Billy Jennings, 57th minute, from back pass
- by Bob Hatton; Kevin Godirey, 87th minute, back pass
supplied by Kirk Stephens,

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Orient nine saved and
scven off target; Town three saved and six off target.
ATTENDANCE: 9,292, well above Orient’s average

thanks to the loyal following from Luton,

REFEREE: Darryl Reeves, Middlesex—neither manager
rated him highly, but he dropped fewer clangers than
the Towan.

ENTERTAINMENT: Some spells were very good indeed,
but only Orient fans enjoyed the knock-about comedy

routines of thc_second half. '
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THE PANTOMIME season opened at
Brisbane Road on Saturday as the Town
and Orient took it in turn to give away
barmy goals. One wag scored from the

.penalty spot and the three others were
~down to stupidity in defence, so justice
was probably done when the points

were shared.

It was slapstick fun for the home supporters,
because the Town moved into a two-goal lead by

half-time, and at that point the game seemed over.

Certainly it should have been, and the change of
fortunes after the break saw a point lost by the Town
rather than a point won by Orient,

Two bad back passes received the punishment they
desetved to let the Londoners back in the game, leaving
Town boss David Pleat to draw consolation that a point
away from home is better than nothing.

Orient's bonus was that
4 as they struggle to attract
¢ crowds, their Jast home
mafch of the decade pro-
vided good clean fun and
plenty of entértainment for
the customers.

But I couldn’t agree with
manager Jimmy Bloomfield
when he claimed: “We
didn’t deserve to be two
down at half-time.

Both: goals had come
from David Moss. who was
much more effective than
he had been in recent away
matches. He showed more
willingness to get involved
in the ‘action, and helped at
both ends of the pitoh.

CUT OUT

Orient’s - creative danger-
man was John Chiedozie,
but Moss helped to cut out
some of the service to him
in midfield, and when the
speedy coloured winger did
get going Mal Donaghy was
superb.

For all his pace and
trickery, Chiedozie was
denied the chance to get
round the Dback Dby
Donaghy’s sensible posi-
tioning and tackling.

Tony Grealish revelled
in his first return to the
ground where he used to
be skipper to give Mr
Bloomfield further -confir-
mation that the Ieague
tribunal did Orient no
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Pantomime goals cost point at

Brisbane Road

favours at all when they
pegged his transfer fee at
a bargain £150,000,

The Town looked much
the better l-!b:af:;{nac:ec.l side,
particularly id the first half,
but the opening goal was

pure fluke.
Moss carried too much
speed for Orient’s right

flank, and provided a regu-
lar series of centres for
Bob Hatton and Brian
Stein,

Mervyn Day rarely looked
like taking charge of his
goal area, and made an
astonishing error of judge-
ment to give away the first
goal in the 29th minute.

Moss scampered past
two opponents down the
left wing, and crossed a
swirling centre Rowards the
far post.

ROGTED

i
It should have been the
goalkeeper’s ball, but Day
stood rooted to the ground
and turned in dismay as

the ball looped over his

head and bounced gently
into the net off the inside
of the post.

Nine minutes later the
Town seemed to be in easy
street when Bobby Fisher
mistimed a tackle as Brian
Stein’s trickery put him
under pressure. Stein went
down and Moss stepped up
to score his 16th goal of
the season . from the

penalty, his eighth con-
secutive success from the
spot.

At the start of tne

second half Orient really
got stuck in, and Jake
Findlay had to make a good
save from ' Ralph Coates,
with Mike Saxby and Kirk
Stephens both clearing off
the line in another con-
certed .attack.

But just when it seemed
that the storm would be
weathered an amazing mis-
take by Hatton cost a goal.
A corner had been cleared,
and the Town defence

started to move out as

BRIAN SWAIN
S : MA

......

Hatton collected and con-
trolled the ball on the'¢e”
of the penalty area.

He had timg and spa
to kick it anywhere, but de
cided on a pass back to
Findlay, end sent the ball
straight to Billy Jennings.

Jennings and Mayo bad
found Saxby and Paul Price
too good for them until
that 57th minute, but
Jennings accepted the gift
pasgs to score and give
Orient new hope.

BETTER ;

The Town still looked
the Dbetter side, always
willing to knock the ball
around, ‘and should have
been well able (0 keep
their lead. ,

A screaming drive by
Grealish, deflected narrowly
wide, was balanced at the
other end when Findlay
saved well from Mayo.? =

Moss went off with a
bruised instep in the 80th
minute, .to give new  boy
Steve White ten minutes of
limited opportunity, and
disgruntled home sup-
porters were already filing
out of the stadium when
Orient’s second gift goal
was presented fo them
three minutes from time.

FAILED

Kirk Stephens had put in
another impressive per-
formance, but failed to
learn the lesson of Hatton'’s
error earlier. Under no
pressure, and just outside
his penalty area, he too de-
cided to try a back pass,

Kevin Godfrey, who had
come on as sub for
Chiedozie, duly accepted
the second belated Christ-
mas present to score the
equaliser.

The draw was not dis-
aster. It gave the Town five
points out of three Christ-
mas g ames, and left them
still bang on schedule for
promotion,

But we may not know
un thé%ﬁsr ?ﬁﬁ%ﬂg of the
season—away to Newcastle,
who went back to the top

of the table on Saturday—
just how important theé lost

~point could be.
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ammers in a shot which the Town thought had put aiihem&.-i 4 lust before the interval. But 6ffeids by Bo atton ruled
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