would have put them

WHILE A, sictory Second Division, the

pack on top of the

‘s home draw with Leicester on
lt::dty them by one place in
the league table, to third.

A Y day's bi me, leaders New-
M}. e:: n':stuck‘ :t‘ sh:.m‘o;d|=ﬂd‘“'
Chelsca them o© ¢ top
wtlll ﬁ:ir“l:: with a2 4.0 win in
front of 32,281 customers,

The result made Chelsea’s

over Oldham.
goal

case of a point

team challenging for promotion.

The best away record in the division means that the Town are
on schedule for a return to the top flight, but they still need to give

more for home supporters to cheer.

Roth managers described Saturday’'s offering as “magnificent

football” and they were right so far as excitement is concerned.
said Leicester’s Jock

- “You don’t really need to talk to us,”
Wallace. “You could all see 1t was a great game.

“It's going to be a dog-fight all the way for promotion, but if both

@ms keep plaving like this they will both get there.”

With respect to Mr Walluce, 42 draws a season would not be rood
enough. I imagine his pleasure came as much from the valuable point as
from the general level of performance in a high-speed encounter,

He was delighted to see his team shake off the crushing indignity of
losing in the FA Cup to non-league Harlow, but was not prepared to admit

that his team escaped at Kenilworth Road through two
luck.’

Robinson made a couple of honest mistakes, and really

enough pressure 10 ¢NSUre SUCCESS without hopmg for a lucky break.

REPORT BY SPORTS
EDITOR BRIAN SWAIN

Town manager David
Pleat was calm enough:
“The referee has to make
decisions, and we have to
accept them, and that's it.”

The first incident came
in the 18th minute when
Mal Donaghy went through
and was pulled down b
Marun Henderson. It was
almost on the line of the
penalty area, and the
linesman signalled that tle
offence was inside the box.

The Town's video ftape
confirms that he was right,
and that it should bave
been a penalty, but Mr
Robinson gave the Kick
just outside the area, and
it all came to nothing when
Mark Wallington made 2

Young digging in elbows,
and Saxby’s slip in the 27th
minute gave the Leicester
striker a clear run at goal.

He dribbled round Find-
lay, and shot carefullv at
the unguarded goal, only
to see the quick brain of
Donaghy intervene — the
defender antcipated the
danger and got back bril-
kantly to clear off the line.

Larrv Mav and John
O’Neill were holding Bob

pood save from Paul
Price’s header when David Hatton and Brian  Stein
Moss curied the kick t0¢ down the middle, particu-

larky when the Town made
the mistake of giving the
ball too much height. but

the far post.
Leicester reacted to that
scare by gaining the ascen-

dancy for a time, and after Moss sparked some im-
Henderson and lan Wilson pressive Town moves to-

wards the end of the first
half.

He hit the far post with
a corner, brought a flyving
save from Wallington, and
piaced a corper superbly

had brought saves from
Jake Findlay, Alan Young
mucked up the best chance
of the maich,

He and Mike Saxby had
a nigely afternoon, with

YOU HAVE TO LOOK down to 13th place in the
Second Division league table to find a team with
fewer home wins to its credit than the Town, Satur-

day's seventh home draw of the season was another
that got away, and all the more dam-

aging because once more it was failure to beat a

4 believe the Town should have had two penalues but referee Reg

ACTION PICTURES BY
JOHN SHORTHOUSE

differcnce figure identical to the Town's.

Leicester remain in fourth place, just
one¢ point behind the Town, and Sunder-
land have moved up (o lead the challenge
of the chasing pack after a 4-2 home win

Birmingbam dropped back when they

huge strokes of

the lfown had

b,
R

for Donaghy to get in for
a header which Wallington
tipped over the bar,

T'he goalkeeper per-
formed more wonders to
beat out a close-range shot
by Ricky Hill after Stein
got round the back of the
defence, and most of the
second half saw the Town
s¢arching for a route to
goal through a robust and
hard - working Leicester
rearguard.

Hill, Alan West and Tonv
Grealish won the midfield
honours, and the best move
they created ended with
Moss driving a low cross-
shot towards the far corner
of the net, only for Walline-
ton to pull off another
juality save,

The second “penalty’ in-
‘ident was in the 35th min-
ate. when May used his
nand to flick a centre by
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@ FLASHPOINT: The moment when the
Henderson brings him down, with the

t. gets round the back to put the Leicester defence in trouble.
the efforts of David Moss and Rickv Hill.

IN TOP THREE

lost 0-1 away to relegation battlers Bristol
Rovers, and Quecns Park Rangers took a
fumble when Notts County beat them 3-1

at Loftus Road.

Burnley's spirited battle against the
drop continued with a 0-0 home draw
against Swansca, who entertain the Town
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Moss away from Hatton.
Jr at least. I am sure he
lid. Mr Robinson said he

{idn’t, and the plaver said
the same, with a beaming
Mr Wallace claiming that
he never argues with refer-
¢es. He added that May
would have owned up after
the match if he had han-
dled.

The

[own

for
that

worrv
was

biggest
supporters
Leicester might just have
sneaked a winner on the
break, and Findlay had to
make a couple of saves
from Derek Strickland.

It was galling to see the
Town have s0 much pres-
sure, and p]'d\.' so well in
all departments, without
getting the 2oals they
wanted.

Wallington plaved well,
and his back four battled
hard. and when they were
caught out Grealish headed
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tomorrow night, Fulham are bhottom, with
15 points, with Charlton on 17,

Burnley, Bristol Rovers, Oldham and
Shrewsbury are all on 19 points, one he-
hind Watford,

Top of the table positions:

MOME Coals AWAY Goals

P WD LF A WD LEA P

Chelsea ... 35 %1 202 1 ¢ 2 522nn
Newcastle 2511 1 024 » 2 6 515201
Leten . L. 3 5 17T 1240 ¢ 3w
Lelcester B3 7T 482210 4 ST uuan
Sunderland 311 2 e M 11 1 38 T200
Rirmingham 24 8 2 211 9 4 J S514A15 D

' u
-------

Town were denied a penalty. Mal Donaghy goes crashing as Martin

Leicester player just inside the penalty area. But referee Reg Robinson

had to make his decision on the spot, without benefit of video action replays or still photographs, and gave the
kick outside the

drea,

wide from right in front of
goal from another pinpoint
centre by Moss,

“1 really should have put
that one away,” he said.
“It's amazing how manv
times we can play so well.
and not get the result we

want. | LUTON TOWN 0, LEICESTER CITY 0
But one day someone is
going to come here and TOWN: Findlay; Stephens, Donaghy, Saxby, Price: Hill,

Grealish, West; Stein, Hatton, Moss, Sub: White, nof
used.

LEICESTER: Wallington; Williams, Welsh, May, O’Neill:
Goodwin, Wilson, Kelly (Strickland, 50 mins); Hender-
son, Young, Smith,

GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town nine saved, five off target, one

take a right walloping.”
That’s one football fore-
cast I agree with, and in
the meantime Mr Pleat is
not prepared to lose his rag
over dropped home points.

“We had to pick our- : > .
selves up after losing 1o hit the post; Leicester seven saved, six off target,
Swindon, and I was very ATTENDANCE: 14,141, boosted by a good following
pleased with the applica- from Leicester.
vuon we showed.,” he said. e 'R AT NT ' :

( e showe ¢ saic ENTERTAINMENT: Lots of fast and furious action, and

“The players came back to
show they do want 1o win
promouton,

only needed a goal or two to make it a five-star show.

REFERLEE: Reg Robinson, Suffolk—fluffed t(wo yital

“If we can keep playving penalty arca deccisions, and missed, or ignored, off-the-
like that we have no prob- hall agero involving Leicester’s Alan Young with Mike
lems.” Saxby and Mal Donaghy.

But they got away wit)




