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defence, SN
~ Notts County very nearly
killed the gamé by their
tactics. In a 0-0. draw at
Meadow Lane in September
they: played as though (hey
were the away . team;.”so
their lack of ‘ambition at
Kenilworth Road was
hardly surprising. AR
. An early disaster piled up
yroBiems: for the Town. In
be ithird minute Ricky
Hill:} was penalised for a

SO

BEATER: Mike Saxby

.....

fied in their unsuccessful’

appeals for a penalty.
Donaghy pug a fierce 20-

vard drive over the bar, and

ead the Town level from David Moss's free kick.

TY-F

FACEDBYa bunch of hard-working but unambi-
tious mid-table rivals, ‘the Town gave their sup-
porters a lot of worry and a little ‘encouragement
before disposing of Notts County. S
- Two.late. goals rubbed out an ecarly gift to (he
pposition, andi the Town deserved to win. But they
lever: Jooked: First Division class, and. struggled for a
lonpg - time  to. break opponents who' pul their priority on

-Réport by —
BRIAN SWAIN
Sports Edifor

player.

clear down
cut

~the day dJrom the. same

West had sent the winger
the left, and
inside
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» @lmost hidden from view in the centre of the picture, gets among the massed defenders to

penalty area.  While
knocked it back and BHat-

ton rammed a first-time
shot past Avramovic’s
mght hand.

It was _am  nstinclive

eflort, said Hatton, and you
had to feel a little sym-
pathy for the goalkeeperi—
with so many defenders in
front of him. he had no
chance of seeing the boil

o early enough (o 'make the

Joundy’s left fank,
- STRANDED
" Don Masson lofted the
ree kick on to the six-yard
ine, and Mal Donaghy's at-
ampt to.push:the ball back
o his coalkeeper left Jake
indlay stranded as the ball
rrbiléd into the net.
' From: then on County
ke‘ft ‘only one man forward,
ind crowded out the Town
v Alling their penalty area
with bodies.:
" The Town's nerves began
o show, passing move-
ments made little progress.
nd County survived with
‘he aid of a mistake by
referee Michael Taylor.
" Brian Stein took on Ray
YBrien in . the box a__nd
Beat him - before . being
iripped by the .-fpll.-back's
eg It looked highly sus-
bicious,” to say_the least.
¢ showed

and the TV replay

that the Town were just-

=

oul 'on Gordon Mair down -

the Town's only other de-
cent first-half chance came
and went when Stein ‘was
unable to control the ball
from a pot at goal by Tony
Grealish. . |
Alan West and Masson
had a fascinating duel iIn
midfeld and in- the County
penalty area, but - Grealsh
was well below his best

PRESSURE

County invited the Town
{o move forward; but then
left few holes for the final
pass, and it- had to be a
case of incessant pressure
as the visitors retired into.
their shell even more affer
the break. .

They deserved what they
got, because the Town's
play ‘improved considerably
after the interval. West and
Ricky Hill got well upfield,
and West in particular de-
served to be on the winning
side. - 5 Fsr O i ‘_

~One pass brought a neat
flick by Stein to give Bob
Hatton a shooting chance,
but it was cancelled out
when Yugoslay goalkeeper
Avramovic . Sprang
off his line to smother the
The zoalkeeper was the
only Notts-County man. to
actually contribute to -the
entertainment. He  made
another smothering save to
stop David-. Moss Scoring,
then pulled off the save of

Moss
chipped the ball brilhantly
towards the top far corner
of the net. The keeper-was
ofi his Jine. but matched
Moss's brilliance by soaring
upwards to flick the ball
over the bar. '

Substifutions played a
crucial role in the outcome.
In the 70th  minute Steve
White . replaced Grealish;
and the Town: opted for a
4-2-4 {formation.

Jimmy Sirrel’'s” answer
was to pull off Iain. McCul-
Joch' and send on  ]Jim
Doherty. “I thought we
could hold on to win 1-0;”
said. Sirrel later.

EQUALISER

Bis defenders’ wére all
in danger of going home
punch-drunk, and it ‘was
yronic that Doherty's  en-
irance was made just In
time to see the Town. get

‘the equaliser.

It came from a  free
kick, almost from the spot
where Masson's third-

minuie effort had been so
damaging. Moss floated the
ball into the area, and
Saxby rose above friends
and foes to head into the
net. : 3
It had 10 be the turning
point, amd two MmInutes
Jater ~Hatton = struck = a
superb winner, Agdin  the
instigator was West, with
a short ball * into- the

save,

Incredibly., My  Sirrel
denied, suggestions that he
had used defensive faciics
to try to sneak a point or
LWoO.

I' thought he had done
a disservice to . football
with ‘the sort of negative

thinking ' liable (o wreck
the ' game as . entertain-
ment.

Mr Sirrel claimed: “You
are defensive-minded when
the other side attacks you.
We pay people (o keep the
ball out of the mnet, so vou
might say it is a credit o
the defence when they do
that."” -

Luckily for the customers
some teams also ' pay play-
ers to create things in mid-
field, and score goals at the
other end.

BATTLED

County's = plavers: must

have gone home well sick.

at losing to, two goals in
the last 12" minutes. I had
a grudging admiration {or
the way they battled.

Visiting teams are 'nDeVeEr
likely to risk everytbing on
attack. « But at lea&t the
Town’s away style is to de-
fend well. and look for the
chance  to . counter-atfack
at speed and give the other
defence something {olthink
about,

Raddy
.shot.
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Lelcester . ... 27-13 9 544 2135

Mewcasile ... 2718 7 ‘6412935

Laten ... 2612.10 4 45 28 34

Chelsea ... 26 15 3 8 46 33 33

Birmingham .. 2513 5 -7 3224 31

Sunderfand ... 2612 & & 41 34 30

| ]

ONE OF the biggest shocks of the
season helped the Town fo 2o “back

into the top three in the Second

Division promotion race. Shrewsbury,

, to stave off relegation, went

Jaced Chelsea 4:2. |
Shre“shury had lost 12 of their
}3 away gzames, and Chelsea hadn’t
months, but an 18,000 crowd- was
jlenced as the underdogs Kept control
throughout. Chelsea-
places, to fourth, - .
2 1,:|In*..'.*!'he'¢i‘uh¢h‘ mafch of the day

igester City - reclaimed top place

lhﬁﬁ'!iﬂqﬁ‘?mcyioué leaders Newcastle at

Filbert  Street. The day’s Dbiggest
Second Division ‘gate, 22,549, saw the
\game decided by an early penalty.

ost at home for more than three .

dropped  two

for the first time since late August,

ock of th
Chelsea

Leicester now lezd Newcastle on

(wo months — their

goal difference only, wiih the Town
one point below them, 2 point 2hcad

- of Chelsca,

The Town have the best goal-
differcnce in the division, and also
have a game in hand on the top 1wo—
the away Pxture at Swapsea.

Birmingham City kept thkeir pro-
motion hopes alive when 2 goal by
Archie Gemmill gave them victory at
Charlton. The Londoners are looking
ripe. for the drop to the Third
Division, ;

Birmingham’s first away win for
Jast was @ al

e day topples

Kenilworth Road: — was achicved
despite having Colin Todd sent off for
swearing at the referce ten minutes
into the second half. |

Sunderland are still on the pro-
motion fringe — their home game
with West Ham: was postponed be-
cause of snow.

A( the boltom Fulham are in
deep trouble, six points adrift of the
nearest survival spot after losing a
yital game at Turf Moor to Burniey.

Fulham have 15 points and Charl-
ton I17. Five teams are on 21 points:
Burnley, Watford, Bristol Rovers,
Shrewsbury and Oldham, who enter-
tain the Town on Saturday,

Oldham chalked up their first away

win of the scason at Prestom, with
the only goal of the game coming
from Simon Stamrod, formerly of
Sheflield United. :
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PICTURES: JOHN SHORTHOUSE

Match Details
LUTON TOWN 2, NOTTS COUNTY
Half-time: 0-“]

T@‘WN:. “indlay;  Stephens, Doﬁnghy. Saxby, Price:
Grealish (White 70 mins), Hill; West; Stein, Hatton,
Moss,

NOTTS 'COUNTY: Avramovic; Benjamin, O'Brien,
Siubbs, Blockley; Hunt, McCulloch (Doherty, 78mins),
Masson, Mair; Christie, Flooks.

THE GOALS: Mal Donaghy, own goal, three minutes,
back pass from free kick by Don Masson; Mike Saxby,
78 minutes, header from David Moss free kick; Bob
Hation, 80 minutes, expertly-taken low shot from half-
ehamce made by Alan West and Steve White.

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town 12 saved and seven
off target; Cownty five saved and four off target.

ATTENDANCE: 9,007—only three in the Second Division
were higher.

REFEREE: Michael Taylor, Dcal—TV proved he was
wrong when he turned down appeals for a penalty
after O’Brien brought down Brian Stein in the first
half, but otherwise he had a good game.

ENTERTAINMENT: Too little for foo long, with County’s
megative factics showing why they don't have many
supporters at away gamecs. '
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UNABLE 1o produce the
¢lass  coccer they had
ghown in earlicr rounds,
the Town went oufl of the
A Youth Cup at West
Brom inm a2 Fourth Round
fie¢. which was evenly
balanced wvntil the Jast 15
minuics,

Two Jate goals gave
West Brom a 3-1 win, but
it was 2 result which fiat-
{ored them.

The crucial difference
was 1hat West Brom car-
vied more front-line threat.
Neil Madden had a spark-
ling game in midficld for
the Town, but the front
three of Mick Small, Frank
Bunn and Scamus Heath
could make little headway
through a well-drilled de-
fence.

W est

cluded

Brom'’s side iri-
fan Benmjamin, 2
teenager they bought for
£125,000 from Sheflield
United, and his accelera-
tion a@and quick thinking
¢nabled him (o pwt the
hom¢ side ahead [ in the
13th minute with 2 clever
lob over Rob Walkey.

A through ball had done
the damage, but ®oh
Johnson came up with one

cqually  eflective cight
minotes later, and Small
showed exceptional cool-

ness in taking the vyl wide
of his marker. before draw-
img the goalkeeper and
scoring 2 clever eqnaliser.

But 12 minutes from
fime a colleague’s dummy
let in Bowen to make it
2-1 and in the 83rd minute
Benmjamin  snapped  his
ocond goal after a free
kick . 'had been headed
down to him in the penalty

area.

TOWN: Walker; Woocdward
Murphy, Plotrowski, Foole; John
<on, Cosby, Madden: Bunn, Smal/
Heath (Brammer, 82 mins).
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movic beats Brian Steim fo



