THE TEMPTATION to blame the
referee for the Town's failure at
Oldham came easier to supporters
than it did to manager David Pleat
after a game which changed course
completely at half-time, - _

- An officious but not effective per-
formance by Keith Hackett, a late re-
p]m:'emer_{!; ref, culminated in the sending-
ofi of Kirk Stephens five. minutes from
tame. Four other players had been booked,
all for dissent, but it had been a clean
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and sporting encounter throughout.

Players have to accept
the ref's decisions  every
time, but this was a day
when the ref himself
caused the worst frustra-
tions. e ‘ '

Quick to fish out the
coloured cards, he missed
iwo mmportant incidents—
Alan West handled in the
Town's penalty area, and
Ron Blair did the same at
the other end.

S0 at least the mistakes
cancelled themselves out,
but rarely do you find two
managers saving the same
thing about a referee, quite
independently.

Under the latest edict of
football’s rulers. mamnagers
cannot be quoted if they
want to criticise refereces.
S0 David Pleat and Jimmy
Frizzell both had to be
silent at the post-match-
inquest.  Suffice it to say
that Mr Hackett had the
sort of game that occa-
sionally overtakes even the
best. players. He had 2
stinker. |

Linesman P. Hindle of
Blackburn was at the
centre of the Stephens
sending-off. He had given
four foul throws in the
match, which is a rarity in
pro football. - The fourth

was against Stephens, and
the player unwisely said a
rude word as he ran back

- asked Mr Hackett, and in
view of the word Stephens
used the red card was jus-
tafied in football law.

The game had already
been lost by then, and Mr
Pleat commented: “I’m not

blaming the referee for the

result. We were doing well
until half-ttme, but we

wilted wunder pressure in.

the 'second half. ,\
“We're disappointed, but
it’'s not a disaster—it’s not
the end of the season, is
Il 8 |
The change-round

smooth and confident per-
formance by the Town in
the frst half, and they well
deserved to be leading at
the break. === % e

Bob Hatton and David
Moss combined to set up
Moss’s 18th goal of the
season with am incisive

passing movement and low

cross-shot in the
minute. e

Brian Stein worked bard
down the flanks, and the
Town’s more precise build-
up - and steady. . defence:
looked capable of carning

the two points which could

43rd

| By BRIAN SWAIN

ER G
fortunes defled logical ex-
planation. It had been a .

have put them on top of
the table. -

10 his defensive position.
' “he . r a
Do you want him off?”

OLDHAM ATH 2, LUTON TOWN 1
H-aif-ﬁme: 0-1 Ri= gﬁzg

TOWN: Fi.pdlgy;‘ Stephens, Donaghy, Saxﬂy, P’rﬁce;
ﬁ;e—_a[nsh, Hill (White, 78 mins), West; Stein, Hatton,
Moss. ‘

®U_)Hf&M: Platt; Wood, Holt, Clements, Blair: Kowe-
micki, Halom, Atkinson; Valentine, Steel, Stainrod.

THE GOALS: David Moss, 43 minutes, low drive after
exchange of passes with Bob Hatton; two-goal reply by
Vic Halom, first in 57th. minute after mistake by Tony
Grealish, second five minutes later after Jake Findlay

o ](‘i]il{dE;eg (;1 Itjeat out a drive by Jim Steel, *

ATTEMPTS: Tow , iy |

}argct, wr gt n three saved, eight off
our saved and nine off target,

SEND‘ING-OI:‘F: Kirk Stephens in the 85th minute for
calling a linesman a rude nmame

Wood, Halom, Moss and Grealish, all for

REFEREE: Keith Hackett, Sheffield: his vellow and red
card actions will all stand uwp in football law. but he
bm:rght a lo*: of dissent upon himself. with’ strange
decisions,

ENTERTAINMENT: Very average Second Division after

| the Town had looked a ¢l | e
st half. v o ass above Qldham for the

-------------------------
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Vic Halom was busiling-

disallowed for a push; Oldbham

middle. i

ali over the field to try to
lift Oldham, and his mana-
ger’s  half-time - advice
changed things after the
break. - tl

- “1 told him to stay in his’
position. in the centre of
thie midrﬁ.e.lva, ‘knock " the
ball around a bit, and fol-

low up down the middle,” . .

caid. Frizzell. _

The policy paid hand-
some  dividends. ~The
Town's midhfeld - faded,
while Halom and Richard
Kowenicki, a £15,000 bar-
gain from Poland, grew in
confidence as the minutes
ticked away. ' | -

- Mike Saxby had headed
a “goal” which was dis-
allowed for pushing in the

- first - half; but had to con-- ;5':5’5',‘:

centrate on defence-in the"
second as Oldham’s pres-

SUre mounlte‘d.

.

" Jake Findlay wasin top al
form, but was left helpless #&a

when - Halom - scored a

2 cr'ack-i-n_-g equiaelriSer in. the

>7th minute after Tony
Grealish failed to control
the ball. e
- SHARPER
From then on Oldham
looked the - more likely

_team to find the vital sharp-. BE%Ess
~ness in the penalty area, #:i.
and Kowenicki opened the Z&iiei

Town’s left flank in  the
62nd minute. His cross was:
hammered at goal by Jim
Steel and was brilliantly
beaten out by Findlay, but
Halom followed up to score
his second goal, :

The Town were never in
it after that. Grealish pro-
duced the best tackle of the
day to prevent Halom get-
ting in for his hat-trick,
‘then made a poor back-pass
to give Simon Stainrod a
chance. Paul Price cleared
off the line.

Oldham played like a
team hungry for pointg to
escape from the threat of
relegation, and the intro-
duction of Steve White as
replacement for Ricky Hill
had no noticeable effect on
the pattern of play.

The Town’s 4-2-4 system
was ne better and no worse
than we had seen for the
previous 78 minutes. In
fact Mr Frizzell commen-
ted that the Town’s best
attacking moves had been
long clearances from Find-
lay, which by-passed the
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matches was

Said matc)
secretary, Ra
council shot
early, A lot
referees were
decision and
the grounds
morning fo fir
able and ¢t
locked,

“They Wéri
and there wel
complaints. (

- morning the p

Superb condif
sOme arrangenmn

ruled thot the Luton defender had pushed him.
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stop this sort
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THAT DIDN'T COUNT: Mike Saxby, exfrel; "'

above Oldham defenders to head into the net at Boul
near Saxby's head belongs to Oldham goalkeeper Jo
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