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! By Norman Fox

" Football Correspondent

‘, Luton 1 v West Ham 1
) Without offering serious rivalry
ito the astounding events near the
{1op of the first division, the Jead.
iing teams of the second managed

Ha few comparatively mild surprises
son Saturday. Birmingham

flaken a temporary lead on Friday
anight but were removed by Chel-
sea, who were the only side in the
top eight to gain two points. |
i If " Chavacter > means assert-
Hing authority over

L

(]

‘perhaps Leicester City and New-
scastle  United lack the quality,

havin%vlost al home to Oldham
% | respectively.
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__essential
among their priorities but  at
dluton o 0 Saturday. th eir abilj ty
{10 take some rewargd from a match
{that caused them many problems
AWas worthy of praise. :

| Any discussion of Lutone
1bilit €S must N wi

10f  surprised laudation f

ifinancial _disaster,. Tha
116T, a resilient deter
(4o more than Survive.
| Luton “have seyergg
5 B ng-term
[ihar e Ihey work hard for
itheir &4INS but, oy Sa furday, faded
‘owards the end. o)) & Brook-
ling ﬁov‘becqme - crucial inflyence
fiter a quier firs il

heir flghtlllg SPIrIt 43”

City had -

. Y;
teserved to ecualize. However, the i
lesser teams,
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an early Jead when LLampard gavef
away a free' kick that Moss swung |
across for Hill to volley in. Hill is/

one . of “Luton’s  most valuable|
players; a4 genuine athlete with de-§
lightful abilify. :

In' the second half, Luton Con-j
ceded ' some ' of their . ;
control and had fto rely -on the|
defenders, notably
XDy« West Ham §
bersuaded Brooking to 80 further|

the |

penalty area,

ahnes «lof iy the +/goal i not|:
entirely: ~satisfactory. - "

Br_ool{mg was  making one ofi?-f-;
an - increasing number of long#j
t0s _Into i the 'penalty! areq whcn.&*’l
Grealish ' disturbed his delicate !
balance, T

nere was no alternative it
for the referee who gave 3 penalty J*
that was met with anguished com.
plaints from loca] '

plé ' al supporters, who [
lelt deprived when Iolland had &
done much the same to Moss. 4

, 2
‘Stewart’s Penalty, hig seventh;’ffi
Séason, was well blocked bv}-,'%'."j

[l

sfeater accuracy.
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Ham’s !
-\T.(

i | 'brouglt%;
1Nto the attack and moved i
midfield seemeaq: to
‘nevitability of Al
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