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dy in the foreground is Brian Stein, whose run

MANAGER - David Pleat insisted-
. brayely this week that the Town’s pro-
motion hopes are not yet dead. But his -
team, proud leaders of the Second Divi-
sion for a month in mid-season; faces
a huge task to stem the decline since :
the turn of the year. %

Burnley, almost cer-
tainly doomed to the

clipped the top of the bar
with a last-minute shot

duly obliged eight minutes
later after Stein’s run into

round Dixon smoothly and
- saw ‘his . cross sliced: nar-

teams to be i1nconsistent

'to revive hope. :
and ¥ that

Third Division for the
first time in their his-
tory, came to Kenil-
worth Road and became
the 11th team this sea-
son to take away at least
one point — and on
merit.

Bob Hatton's  lovely
equaliser saved the Town's
blushes. But with condi-
tions all against football
skills and niceties it seems
that in heavy going at least
the Town are not First
Division class. *

The manager talked
about work still- to be
done, and a task that can

PWDLFAP

Chelsea ......... 35 21 4 10 59 46 46
Birm’gham
Leicester

Sunderland
Newcastle ..
Luton Town ...
QPR

s s (Y b,

... 3316 512 43 35 37
Oldham* " '~ 3514 9 12 45 44 37

@® NOT including last night’s
matches: Chelsea v QPR, New-
castie v Notts County.

still be- accomplished 1o
realise the dream of pro-
motion. His problem is
that the Town need other

.3519 7 95031 45 |
49 35 42

- The Town’s target looks
to be not much less than
14 points from their last
seven matches,

'them away.

It’s a tall order. But ke
‘the manager said when

-askeds to throw in the pro-

motion towel: ‘“‘Certainly
not. It’'s crazy to suggest
that we have already lost
all hope of going up.”
The 13th home point of
the season to escape went
to Lancashire

tion that there 1s not a
huge gap 1n class between
the top and bottom ends
of the Second Division.
They were prepared to

three of

<. because
- Burnley gave every indica-

rowly wide of the post by
Vince Overson.

The frustration grew as

the Town battered away
again at the start of the
second half, only for Burj-
ley to snatch a goal in the

60th minute after another

Town attack broke down.

Jakub' won the ball in
midfield, and Smith carried
on the move with a good
run down the left wing.
Billy Hamilton managed to
reach ‘his low cross to
score from close range.

Hatton, who went
through a lean spell earlier
in the season, deserved a
goal for his efforts, and

the box left Dixon and Ian

Brennan floundering. The

low cross was perfectly
placegi-, as was Hatton's
shot into the net.

Mike Saxby netted
shortly afterwards from a
free kick by Paul Price,
but the effort was dis-
allowed for a.  push, and
Burnley had another es-
cape when Dixon stopped a
header by Hill with a stvle
reminiscent of Mike
Brearley . . I think he
got his hands to it but
didn't actually make the
catch.

To counter-balance that,
Burnley's Derek  Scott

had been: a
goal the promotion push
would be well and truly
OVer.

If the result was poor,
with the record now seven
matches without a win, it
was at least a pleasure to
see Hatton and Stein gi

give
the Burnley defence so

many problems,

And Andy Pearson can
look back on his full
debut with some' satisfac-
tion. The absence of the
injured David Moss was a
drawback, but I have no
doubts that Pearson will
become a worthy succes-
SOT. .

A A5 Sl T T L0 e L e e GEm e e e AA NT grit their teeth, and some-

times defend with all

eleven players in their own
LUTON TOWN 1, BURNLEY 1

Price:
Sub:

Saxby,
Pearson.

penalty area.
The Town badly needed
an early goal and it almost °
came when Tony Grealish
$ sent Hatton racing down
Half-time: 0-0 ghe. rigcht flank. Brian
TOWN: Findlay; Stephens, Donaghy, Stein.  took  the  Town's
Grealish, Hill, West; Stein, Hatton, individual honours, bUt..h’S
XAl ot St header blfought‘al flying
5 el ot save from Alan Stevenson.
BURNLEY: Stevenson; Arins, Brennan,; Overson_, Dixon; Burnley matched the
Scott, Robertson, Jakub; James, Hamilton, Smith. Sub: Town in the atrocious
Rodaway, not used. ' conditions in midfield, and
THE GOALS: Billy Hamilton for Burnley, 60 minutes, mounted some promising
after Town caught on the break; Bob Hatton for the breaks. Jake Findlay had
Town, 68 minutes, after lovely close control and, cross to make a good save from
by Brian Stein. i 6.0 Malcolm Sm}:{ghk Wll]-frl]l Ioccai
OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town 12 off target, seven  JaKUp beat Ricky Bt anc
saved and one disallowed; Burnley four off target, four ?ml;:l;) b A o f
saved, one hit the bar. LAY 1N
ATTENDANCE: 8,507—Ilowest this year, and only two PENALTY ?
league gates this season have been lower, Stubborn  defence in
ENTERTAINMENT: Very sporadic, with a mud-bougd depth in the mud proved
pitch and swirling wind against good football. to l:lag mc;re etlha-r:vit&e Tglv;rlg
. g : coul O a1, C
REFEREE: Ray Lewis, Great Bol?'kthlll_t_m;bh:d l:l;ﬁ Ruiniey l?a-d M il
given the Town a couple of penalties but play Breaksthatieare solne
outside the penalty areas. f Paul Dixon was fortun-
BOOKINGS: Stuart Robertson for a foul on Tony G'rea: ate to escape penalty ap-
lish; Leighton James for dissenting gesture at a lines- peals when he upended
man. Steii in a tackle after the
" Luton striker had con-
trolled a pass beautifully
in the box, and just before
' the break Hatton went

FRRATION: Alan West’s 250th league match for
CE::EB¥:W:1. How many other clubs would not have

made him captain for the day, especially against his
only former team? _}

WSS



