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. By BILL MEREDITH |
: Birmingham ... 1
5 Luton ... 0

LUTON finally conceded

their promotion chance |
after 40 games which have |
' seen them in the top three |
ialmost all season.

. They went down fighting t
the finish at St. Andrews, where
Birmingham nervously edged
home in a thrilling, fascinating
encounter which had every
ingredient of football enter-
tainment.

- The swirling, capricious wm
made high<lass soccer almost
mpossible, yvet these two ambl
lious sides put together moves

‘hat were quite breathtaking a
L Imes.

Birmingham started .|
inished badly, but ln-betwee-
hey just about earned the
voints, secured for them by the!
Jravest of headers from Bert-
chin following Dillon’s cross 111
he 25th minute.

Luton had their chances, ﬁve
)r six of them, but their strikers!
vere badlv off target. Moss,|
stein and Hatton all looked gift}
hances in  the mouth; and|
Jonaghy smacked hls header|
1gainst a post.

Sharper flmshmg

Birmingham, d 1te their
‘ather meagre goals tally of
5 against Luton’s 62 looked'
harper in the art of ﬁmshmg '

Ainscow and Gallagher' both
1etted, only to have their efforts’
hsallowed but Gemmill rather’
lisgraced h1mself by missing his
irst penalty this season.

After Saxby had pulled down'
Jillon in the area, Gemmill hit!
11s  shot too close to Fmdlav.

vho dived to his left to make al
ine save,

That was in the  71st mmuto
nd, 10 minutes earlier, Findlay|
ad been booked for charging!
ut and pulling down Bertschin!
vhen the Birmingham striker!
lad been put clear by a superb’
..urblshley pass. B

Massed defence

The last 10 minutes beﬂbnzed

0 Luton as clusters of orange-
thu‘ted players threw themselves
gainst the mhassed blue!
lefenders of Birmingham. How
he ball stayed out of the net
vias a mystery.

Jim Smith, the Birrmngham
nanager, afdirmtted “We werel
rightened to death. They M‘VQ
S a real going over.”

But somehow Birmingham sur- 5
ived, and now they must ﬂeel_
hemselves for tomorrow’s wisit]
0 West Ham, the Cup finalists|
vho still have one eve on Dro-
mptlon themselves.

rirmingham. — Wealandss Bronﬁ_hum.
‘ennis, Cu&hi';s?gev.m(}allisiger. 4 ‘T‘*
Jnscow, orthing mgz
erts t o Gemmill, Dillon. --v:?
~Tuihy indlay; Stephens, Donathy,
real xbv, Price, Htll, yest (White
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