at St. Andrew’s.

- But there should have
been more goals for Blues.
They kept the visitors
under constant pressure
and in the 69th minute
‘Archie Gemmill’s penalty
was saved by Jake Findlay.
- Findlay had earlier been
‘booked for a rugger-style
tackle on Bertschin when
a second goal looked
- There were also_near
misses by Kevin Dillon,
Colin d and Joe
‘Gallagher.
BIRMINGHAM CITY: Wealands;
. Broadhurst, Dennis, Curbish-

ley, Gallagher, Todd, Ains-
- cow, Worthington, Berischin,

Gen}p;_{l!. Dilien. Sub: Lymex.

LUTON = TOWN: - Findlay;
3 .Spe%henl. - Domaghy, Grealish,
- Saxby, Priee, iill, West,

Stein, Hattem, Mess. Sub.

n“ie{“: Ir- ,i
. (Warriagten). X
~ Broadhurst had recovered
from an ankie injury which
"keph him out of last week’s
ma

natch at Leicester, so he re-
turned to Blues’ defence at

». Worr__nl

'Second Division promotion battle with Luton

Luton, at full strength,
weer led by former Birming-
ham striker, Bob Hatton.

Laton were first to show
when Donaghy fed Hatton
down the left, but the
striker's cross shot
saved Jow down
Wealands.

Blues, playing a 442 for-
mation with just Bertschin
and Worthington up fromt,
were facing a strong head-
wind which was making
their progress extremely
difficult. -

Laton were down fo 10
men in the fifth minute
when Saxby .had to go off
for treatment to his right
. As Luton returned to full

by

- strength, Bhies had the. ball

in the net in the sixth
minute, but the effort was
disallowed. = . 3

Dillon c¢rossed {from the
left, Bertschin headed for-
ward and as he went for a

second chance, the ball

bounced back te Ainscow to

shoot homé: | | ,
But referee Worral had
already blown for a foul by

~7a{go

was:

Findlay,

OM THE SPOT

 KEITH Bertschin’s 25th minute goal gave

EITH Bertschin's 25t} Ve by PETER WHITE
Birmingham City vital advantage in the

Birmingham City 1, Luton Town 0

Bertschin on Findlay. :
The Lufon ’keeper again
had to be alert to nick the
ball off the toe of Bertschin
after Curbishley had slipped
a pass into the danger area.
Then, as Blues kept up the
pressure, Donaghy was forced
to boot away Dillon’s centire.

It was a highly enterpris-
ing start from Blues, and in
the 12th minute a superB run
down the left by Dennis set
up & chance for Bertschin,
but Grealish was in quickly
to concede a corner.

There was a 15th minuie
booking for Price after the
Luton defender had hacked
down Worthington., But from
the free kick, some 30 yds
out, Gemmill could find only
"who gathered
cléanly. sits -

A ‘mistake by Todd put
Luton on the  attack, .but
Hatton,  receiving Hill’s
through ball, managed  to
turn quickly but shot well

Blues’ efforis were finaly
rewarded in the 25th minute
with a fine goal from
BERTSCHIN, _

Dillon found space on the

Bertschin stormed through
the Luton defence and threw
himself forward to head
home at the far post.

Blues were soon back on
the attack, and a first-time
shot from Dillon took a de-
flection which inched ' its
way past Findlay's right
hand post for a corner.

From the kick, Gallagher
again had thc ball in the
net. :

Once more it was dis-
allowed, presumabzly for
pushing by Blues’ defender.

Blues again went close in
the 33rd minute when Cur-
bishley’s centre found Bert-
schin, who powered a header

Luton had a chance seven
minutes before half-time
when GaVlagher fouded Stein
on the edge of the area.

But Moss’s  shot drifted
wide of Wealands’ left hand
upright. | *
W?A brilliant move down the
left, involving Dennis, Didlon,
Gemmilli and Worthington,
had a disappointing end
when Worthington’s ¢ross,
intended for the lurking
Bertschin, went behind for a
goalkick.

i
|
‘ the expense of Towers. left, and crossed deeply. " 1,ton shouid have got

 back on terms n the 43rd
minute when Stein’s c¢ross
from the right fell straight
into the path of the un-
marked Hild,
But the close-range effort
. 4 ST by = S S ket ; £ . ; R A Was ﬁrst uolc—ked am the::n
TERA R GG s e cleared by Blues’ defence.
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minute when 2 perfect
through ball from Todd
found - Bertschin, but the
striker’s fierce angled drive
cannoned back off the legs
of Findlay. .

It left the Luton keeper
laid out clutching his left
leg and there was & lengthy
hold up while he received
'treatment.

- Blues, now having the
advantage of the Dblustery
conditions, were keeping
Luton at full stretch and the
visitors were rarely getting
out of their own half.

. The home side went des-
perately close in the 57th
‘minute, Neat work by Worth-
ington set up a chance for
Todd, wha unleashed a
terrific shot from the edge
of the area which scraped
the Luton bar.

~ Blues seemed certain to go
tWo up on the hour when
Bertschin beat the offside
trap and raced clear,

~But Findlay came well out-
side his area and brought
down the Blues man with a
rugger tackle that earned him
a booking, although the red
card would have been more
appropriate.

.~ In the 65th minute the
visitors had a great chance
'to  equalise. Hatton ran
:lthrough, Wealands blocked
1ef‘fort on the edg of the area
‘and, as the ball ran loose tc
Stein, the Luten striker, with
the goal at his mercy, blasted
the' shot hopelessly over.

~ After their bad miss, Luton
substituted West for White.
. Blues were awarded a 69th
[m'mute penalty when Saxby
'brought down Dillon wide of
the left post.

B'ut_Fmdlay dived brilliantly
to his left and produced a
magnificent save from Gem-
Emmlll"s spot kick.,

\GOALS AND THEIR SCORERS
. Blues 1. Luton 0. Bertschin

‘® WELL HELD . . . Luton ke’ep'éf Jake PFindlay cheats Blues striker Keith Bertschir
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® TAKE THAT . . . Joe Gallagher makes contact

‘against Luton at St. Andrew’s.




