e .‘;."'"r. ﬂ,u?\ AR e A i
v N ’-@.r.-ﬁ_-.-.f_;.'i‘_;;;. Eah 1?:/4"

i "y o " ak Y L

..A}-_ oy ’-F.'.‘.""ﬁ s {;‘}.'.‘-' ; . ‘: "/ Y e Y = / 5 ';'1"' 3 -E‘I

L Ay i Ay ", v, ¥ L, g #
™ R A e o e Y e Pl ‘-:": o £y B L g SR N

Uy . L . e ) . o .'__ W T A '-",uln'n.t.-":..L J"'r-'-'ff i
it ol ol e g g, T B e WD o N W VAR e ;.'l-b-"- Jl..‘..'.' o ey
SR W e @ B A e
. o "

A" 'y

" "g. % ¥ "‘1..
N ;

A S e o b g wh--i

W

i

5 8
. 4 > v . il
» AT S Nt S 3 *ﬂ 1 AY A e iep i3 e D
e -‘.: .‘l\‘;'ﬂ;": 2 f Ei3 3 5 % ‘; = : : o ,{‘:j"‘l .-.. : . ::r, ¥ ._._f,. g
4 \ w g .-'. 3 . l_-" '\I" T . . 7 PO :\:r:“' . 4 3 : i A - ¥ Y } _,.: Py A ? Iﬁ.ﬂ" ;:. .:,.' T P A
| .y \"‘_5 . h.f:" \-::1'1* b : \‘.'. ;1‘_ A ;\-;"“" - N 3 e % by, \._‘_ﬁ g‘.:;-f'z"!‘ff.{%ﬁ’:
o, iy dl r . & % = ! = ] o i . - F 4 # "

1 :\ . & x . ', N, “Q ‘I' g :__\, = :.- o __\.\ \. , _‘ o - \" - o P " bt ,) va- I.I e i ¥ ._,f r-”‘:_f.i
{ 3 ; "'_\_‘E{\ i\\ - yi ‘.'S‘\ A BN P O S
. 8 G : - o = b : 5 " .If'
e N \ﬁ%\w.":-“'{}‘ R AN \i'};\ ﬂ\* A ; ?’F"‘ﬁ:
I' LT, N . ‘:‘.-'-._' ! , b | 'I.'. L \ h\. E e " '\ ‘ [ sy
¥ 4 - ‘..' i " Ty n *' : . '\ ‘L': \ s S x..r \} Wiy :-th e oy A ?”-" 1;- A { : ‘:F/:')/\I

. ) ) o r \ ) : g R : e " s o L . ] . e
E ‘ “‘?‘ 'R ) - P oy S Nk ~aAuben * 2, e S \\H\!‘-\\‘\f\ el Ay :{:ﬂtﬁt‘:“: ;ﬁ "{\:t@\;\\r\;" N T }‘:—“V

X ) R e N L A A . RTINS ﬁ&‘v S PO X o v
£ “ - X5 S e . 2‘\“*\ S w“-h ‘N\}R QI, R . : \\h{".‘“}; %\g\lﬁ};\l‘% \\h‘;\\{\\ ! - e, o Mkin. § A “MT # N s .?'"\: _-fb 5 . 3 4 _;r J
[ W N RN N R R R A R R A e N A N R Y e \ N R N, RN RN o >
R T e R N R RN AR SR RGN ) ; '
%t@%\\‘\f\":@ {QQE'\‘: ;x;‘ﬂ\:}i &..:"{} e :‘\ bﬁ‘ﬁﬁ& ' &‘M;\ x}é‘&é‘&?&h\ i.‘,f‘i\&bfﬁ"\ :‘F.k'{kﬁq‘.' | N\} ‘\x\h ;QM\Q‘QJ -'x'k SR, Do ‘.:-‘“&?‘-"-',;\1\\\\‘ Ny . L4 oy ;E‘# A )
w i T A o ot L i, RS ‘:‘\- \ - - a i % S P R \|-\ : L e -, .."-‘ ..‘ o " s &R I \ R A g ..\ A } ‘:. o 3 . i o T i ¥ e ) i
T VI SO, F T R S, RN DOESAEEAIREH RS DA R ER .&'ﬁ,w.q\:a NN SN O S R R S e P o rre e SR

[HE GREAT promotion dream is over for another season. after
he Town lost a classic encounter against close rivals Birminghan at
St Andrew's. In - rip-roaring: cup-tie of a game, Birmingham were
Celighted to hang on for dear life at the end to take two points
which could put them back into the First Division at the Town's

expense.

|

| - Defeat" was rough justice on a Sy
iIQ\\j,I_I’ side which was' so adaptable - : S R N
that it threw away its normal careful, T 0 ¢ 7. 90 ey

k"dnéiﬂi’;rédfstylc for a [rantic finale— T A L AN
Eilljd* sull went close to snatching' a | ‘
fBQ_m-‘tf';ﬁ__t- fenstt i

AN AWAY Geal

- Birmungham snuffed out the Town's \Birmingham ... 5 ﬁ y l:‘ ; f‘; ?? i ?z ; ‘,"{L loose ball, went past the
hopgs;;t‘!gmugh being ‘marginally better at Lelcesiler " 2. iiliiaia o9 508 %0 18 £ 7 4 24 18 %0 18 goalkceper and then shot
B e e | Sl BRSNS  tigmma no] hish and wido of an in
winnergwas agem of a goal, a far-post Luten Town ... ... & 3102 3817 7 6 71 -28 26 4b 119 viting  unguarded net.
_F?ﬂ!’-!l;-;b:f-ﬂ\elﬂl-~Bert$ch1n, the man who QR e Rt G S U 00 90 2 e 2 T 4 9 26 21 &5 #2l :

hit-a hai-trick in the 3-2 success ai Kénil- Newcastle ! i lnin 4130 5 2 33 X7 2 8 10 17 28 & 'S With 25 minufes to go
\uqrﬂx\R&adm November. ‘ West. Ham_ . T 12 25 R 17 ¢ 4 8 15 20 @ 410 the Town switched to a

_ : o,

The

T R IR N e | o ! 4-2-4 1ormation, with Steve
- “dn the” Birmingham manager's office :

White replacing West. He

since then . has been

afterthe game people wer 9 PLOSTESS " — he rul

ter the pe re talkine about S _ minute 1¢ ruled that & : :

] e-"-r'PDWn'sw{ailure...The;.r Radslosten vital remarkable, and manager David Pleat = Frank = Worthington had ;_"‘ljm_ jusll, "; ,“m% X lsec'

mateh, and’ dropped out of fthe siomotion.  Accepted his fate at ‘Birmingham with a °  foulad Jake Findlay in the llf“‘j“ 1'33& ar;olm ﬁ‘i?'

ireckoning. O folt ‘pig Sick myself determination to find the little extra he  build-up. -Later he ruled.  chanse widc irom - LS
T o - X needs {or next seaso e (CPEs S I : cross, - and when Bn‘mlng—
N . X \L_Scason. out another *“goal” when :
.-',j.‘_-B‘Ui'_*WhEt_ll__I\ ook back over 40 league N, ' loc Gallagher {\"Qn[‘ e ham swung back INto

imatches. failure is hardly the word. 1 “We have had a tremendous season . PR s attack Mike Saxby care-

a header. .and was penal-

recall journevs home from Gillingham and

T R - -

tBristol “last August when 1' feared Teal

said. “The lads have characfer and ability: -
They will learn, and they will get better.”

ised. for-pushing. lessly tackled Dillon on the
: - cdge cf ‘the box.

farlure .. . relesation. SO ISty S I :
[ TR e vy Bertschin's headed goal . 7, penalty should have

{

_'-J — i - e T iy - 1'_‘;_‘_.‘1' ~ ‘_-':_4. '_ . - 2 e S » ; v ] f - \
BT SRR TR e Sadly, - vouth was not came  between those two . ijleq the Town. but Find-
e : =y PE 3P b enougn on: this occasion. 1951:]-.:;11‘15.}.{;1121’&&* t1e Tm‘i'llng lay decided which way to
I 3 s | BBC’s Match of ‘the Day 'j"’"Eﬂf‘"b - “beefk%; v 80, guessed right, got there
s T highlights = “scarcaly did l}g p""."j“s, -‘é’ l}'( '9“" Dl‘llar early end made a aramatic
Sttt e ARG justice  to (he Town's A S L S ON. e isave with ai divertothis;left

Kirk Stephens. gave Dillivn

efforts, but T thought the from Gemmill's spot Kick.

BlRMlNGHAM CITY 1, LUTON TN. 0 1};00‘}*1 side looked' a shade zzhiar:_imt;o :L%Cht}fgﬂzgn{?fe ‘The let-off sparked a
R 2 ~ Half-time: 1-0 . “fg:f\ff I terms of team- a5 Gelivered with' grear ~ -tremendous — Town e
TOWN: " Findlay: Stephens, Donazhy. Saxby, Price; ; accuracy -for Bertschin to slaught. Wyhute Laen)

- n - - - - - ‘g i -, # =~
Colin Todd is suil a top go flyina in with a-diving scored by beating Wealands

Grealish, Hill;: West (White, 66 mins): Stein, Hatton,

i illi : ' igh b ivered by
- Moss. | ¢ . class defender. brilliant in header. to a high ball (lt‘}l:ef’e
BIRMINGHAM: Wealands;  Broadhurst, Dennis, lCJII/.al- the art of making inter- Grealish—Todd cleared off.

Bl her Toa4: Gurbishley® Gemmill: Ainscow; Worthing- ceptions: andiitackles F ook The striker was set up the line but the releree
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a he ader wide during the Town’s late Sieije of the

Report by Brian Swain
SRS Pictures: Mark Richards

. ton (Lynex, 80 mins), Bertschin, Dillon. easy, quick to anticipate  for his second goal in -the  mysteriously awarded \Yea-

: 7 =¥ ST e ' dane znd - alert 61st minute. putc clear on lands a free kick for col-

iT_I_-U_E. GOAIl: Keith Bertschin, 25 minutes, far post header anger, and alert to the Al - .0 R VYA )

. from inch-perfect cross by Kevin Dillon. - = possibilities ‘of a* quick - the break by Alan Curbish- liding with-White,

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Birmingham seven saved,  break from defence. -*E}’Sl - tarough-pass.  Jake In the last 15 minutes,
six. off targel, two disallowed for fouls; Town seven AT G 1 d Fmd--‘r’_ raced out of 1'“5'_ the Town played soccer

| saved, eight off target, onme hit the post. | G S CIIHN ] L. area to make a rugb) which Mr Pleat described

ENTERTAINMENT: Gripping and fense right through
~to the final whistle, with Birmingham  groggy in the
~Town's late onslausght. =

REEEREE: Jobhn Worrall, Warrington—positively un-

Tony Grealish. ended -up
with horours even in mid-
field, but Alan West and
Ricky Hil® were unable to
tip the scales the Town's

tackl2 to save a goal and
earn-a booking. -

A stiff breeze and hard
pitch caused problems for

as “quite Irish to us—long
balls down the middle,
chasing and hounding.”

[t ‘nearly paid off, even

biased and some decisions looked suspect. It didn’t

1St a - Sor } € there. was not much
necd a TV play-back to know that Jake I'indlay moved >

both sides, but the Town LSt 1 ‘
chasing down the left wing.

way, 2nd the service to 'the

<3 At - ) S - front-runpers  'was  sSpas- held out and an equaliser _ _
ti_ %‘;:;’I;;;l_m#ke 2 dramau; penalty save-against Archie modic. ; | should have come in the Stein, working -himse!f to
o e s s . 2 65th minute. Grealish set ricar-exhaustion, slung over
: e 2 ) 1 1 : - . ~ Ay ;
IATTEEDA&CE- #3,66-#. lﬂC]l_ld[l!.g more - tremendous R{Zf‘..ec ]Ohn g Worrall Bob Hation free down the ad long cross from the rlgh[.
- backing from Town followers. rescied the Town when

and Mal Ponaghy's diving
header smacked against the

mid-dle, and after Jeff
Wealands blocked his shot

BOOKINGS: Paul Price and Jake Findlay of the Town,
| ~and Mark Dcnnis of Birniingham, all for fouls.

Alan Ainscow put the ball

""_l_ e i
¥ ;
+5" k™

e A T

T —— e ——
&= # i { B
s Py 3

wir i

P
e

------ & g § A e | Al L & sl i

ts away with unorth odox blocking measures to try to s
was scrambled off the line. -
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nto the net in the seventh. _ Brjsn Stein collected tl : hectic” scrambl
1 e net 1n the seyent rian  Stein collected the = post. In a hectic scramble
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that fellowed Hatton's <hot
was. hacked off the line and
White was crowded out as
he tricd to gel possession.

Birmingham’s fans were
screaming for the  final
whistle,. and manager Jim
Smith admitted: "“We were
(rightered to death—Luton
were really bombing us,
and every player who took
part itn that game deserves
credit.” *

Disappointed Mr Pleat
said:  *I- thought we had
enouen ol the play to take

a point at least. But at the.

end we were battering our
heads against a brick wall.”

[ thought Birmingham
looked good encugh to win
promotion, and that the
Town’s defence was good
enough to competé in the
Iirst Division.

The midfeld 1s not so
consistent — on ils day it
can be as good as anything
in the Second Division, but
has lacked consistency in
the final run-in-, and it will
be infcresting (o see Lil

Fuccillo competing for a re-

call

Consistency and greater
depth are also needed iIn
the front line, but for all
the disappointment -after
Saturday’'s defeal my over-

next scason.

ridinz feeling is (hat the
Town's small squad this
season has given a gareat
aeal of pleasure and suc-
Cess.

It's a2 measure of ambi-
tion that being a mere

three points off a promo-
tion place on ' Saturday
pight  was  counted- as
failure. “Charlton, ®~ Burnley
2nd Fulham wouldn't mind
it!

LUTON T

Scamus Heath

second.
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HITTING SOME impressive peaks of perfection
in the second half, the Town’s youth side reached
the final of the Eastern Junior Cup with one of its
best displays of the season.

Top of the South Eastern Counties League, Norwich
looked a good side before the interval, when Andx Fooic
worked hard (o marshal a depéndable Town defence.
tormented
down the Town’s left wing after the break and ~capped
an all-action display of hard running and close ball con-
trol with an explosiyve goal to end Norwich’s challenge.

_The goalkeeper was left to stare in admiration as
a 25-yard thunderbolt shot ripped into the net. Heath
had scored a lucky first goal, with an inswinging uorncr
deceiving the Norwich defence, and Mick Small bir the

Knock-out
experts
clobber

ammers

HAVING knocked the
Town out of the Second
Division promotion

‘battle on Saturday, Bir-

mingham dished out
stmilar = freatment to
West Ham at Upton

Park on Tuesday night,

and grabbed top place.
~ A header by Keceith Bert-
schin again proved decisive
in a (ough encounter

marred by the sending off

of Colin Todd and Billy
Bonds carly in the sccond
half.

That happened (wao
minutes after Alvin Martin
had headed a West Ham
¢qualiser to Alan Ains-
cow’s first-half goal, and
after the dust had settled
Bertschin scored the win-
ner 20 minutes from time,

It leaves West Ham wilH
little hope of making their
gnmes in hand count, and
free to concentrate on the
IFA Cup final on May 10.

Saturday’s resulis could
hardly have be¢,? more
barsh to the Town — they,
were the only loseérs out
of the top six, 7although
none of the promotion
battlers had it ecasy. =

Previous leaders Sunder-
land lost top place, but
were happy c¢nough to
recover al Eastville to take
a vital point from Bristol
Rovers. ;

The draw pushed them
down to third place, and
they dropped 1o fourth
after Birmingham's win on

Tuesday night.  But they
have a match in hand on
third-placed Chelsea, and

2 better goal dillerence.

Saturday’s Dbiggest
Second Division eate,
24,002, saw Chelsea
struggle to a- 1-0 home win
over Notts County.
Leicester took over tlop
place, until Tuesday night,
when a goal by Eddic Kelly
gave them their eizhth
away win of the season, al
Wrexham.

Queens Park Rangers
dropped out when Charl-
ton, already doomed fo
relegation, held them to a
2-2 draw at The  Valley.
Clive Allen got both for
Rangers, taking his sca-
son’s total to 29. :

The most astonishing fall
of all was mourncd by a
meagre crowd of 14,349
at St James's Park. New-
castle, league leaders for
so long, slumped to their
second home defeat of the

scason, beaten 3-1 by
Swansea to drop to their
lowest position so far,
seventh They had been in
the -top three for. four
months.
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NORWICH 0

the Norwich rearguard



