DESPITE their  hard-
won point at, Blundell
ark, the Town dropped
one place in the Second
Division table by main-
taining their average of
a point a game.

They are in 12th place
cight four
oints below the nearest
promotion place, and three
soints above the relcgatmn
zone.

Blackburn Rovers con-
linued as the Sccond Divi-
’s surprise packets.
roud owners of the only
unbeaten record in  the
division, they went to
Wrexham and collected a
19 victory, thanks to a
late goal by Duncan
McKenzie. It left Black-
burn clear at the top with

14 points from eight
matchcs.

West Ham and Notts
County both have 12

Ipoints, with the Londoners
in sccond place on goal
=ifierence. They won 2-1
21 Cambridge, with the
Yhome side’s equaliser being
scored by former Town
player Tom Finney.

Notts County kept up
their 100 per cent h&Eme
record deﬁpllc going down
early oun' 1o Cardiffi. They
an out 4-2 winners, which
ould put them in good
heart for Saturday’s trip to
Kenilworth Road.

Sheffield Wednesday, who
came up with Blackburn
last season from the Third
IDivision, moved into fourth
place, with 11 points, by
\dlshm" out Swansea’s first

home defeat of the scason.

Wednesday’s first away
win was achieved with a
{(3-2 victory, and a similar
iresult entertained the day’s

biggest Second Division
zate at Watford.

with 19,802 partisan
supporters enjoying the
action, Chelsca snatched
the points in a sce-saw
Ibattle. It was 0-0 at half-

[time._but five goals in a
13-minute spell left Chel-
sea manager Geoff Hurst
more than pleased — he
_cancelled a planned scout-
ing trip to Sweden.

| Each side was in the
Head before Chelsea scraped
through 3-2 with two goals

i‘,hy Clive Walker and a
78th-minute winner from
Colin Lee. It was Wat-

ford’s first home defeat of
! the season.
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PHYSIC

CLAIMING THAT the approach to life and
to football is different in the North than in
Grimsby manager
George Kerr calmly admitted at Blundell
Park on Saturday night that one of hm players

the South of Britain,

was “a bit of an animal”.

A collection of cuts
and bruises on various
Town players will tes-
tify to the truth of that
shameful admission —
and it was a real
achievement that all 12
players used by the
Town were able to walk
offt the pitch unaided
and with a point which
Nad” 1o be earned
through physical cour-
age.

They should have ' had
two, because David Moss
missed a  second - half
penalty, his first failure
from the spot since he
joined the Town.

If he had scored the
Town would probably have
held out against Grimsby's
attempts to intimidate
them, and the best feature

of the Town's = per-
formance was that the
defence came through a
rigorous roughing - up

exercise without making a
single major error.

CHANGES

‘It was all the more re-

warding for them because
Kirk Stephens was out of
action with a knee injury.
Mal Donaghy switched to
right-back and Mark Aizle-
wood was recalled to left-
back. They both played
superbly, and with Mike
Saxby and Paul Price back
to their best in the middle
Grimsby had little hope of
improving their wretched
recent record.

They had lost their pre-
vious thrce games, and had
not scored in any of them,
and physical strength was
their only hope of gettirgz

through.
BASIC

They played a basic,
hard-running game, with
four men trving- to pack
the midfield and front
runners hoping to get on
the end of long forward
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passes. They tackled like
demons, willingly taking
man and ball together if
necessary.

Long crosses to the far
post provided occasional
threats to Jake Findlay's
goal, but they were minor
matters compared to the
way two or three Grimsby
players went in with studs
apparently cocked, loaded,
and looking for action.

FRANTIC

Referee Peter Willis did
a good job in keeping on
top of trouble, particularly
in the second half when

Grimsby’s pace became
frantic as they realised
that their methods were

getting them nowhere.
Ricky Hill, Tony Grealish
and Alan West had to
work hard in defence for
long periods, and the Town

were able to make little
impact as consistent
attackers.

Raddy Antic tended to
try to take one man too

many, and Brian Stein’s -
football ability got short
shrift against a team
always prepared to give
away free kicks.
SPARKLE
Moss looked the most

likely player to produce the
goal-scoring sparkle and it
was a treat to see him play-
ing much better than he
had done recently.

The wortying factor for
Town supporters was that
while the defence looked
compact and safe, the at-
tacks were rarely incisive
at the other end.

In the whole 90 minutes
the Town had only two
shots and one penalty at-
tempt on target.

The first was in the sixth

Details

GRIMSBY 0, LUTON TOWN 0

TOWN:
Hill,

Findlay; Donaghy,
Grealish, West;

Aizlewood,
Stein, Antic (Harrow 75 mins),

Saxby, Price;

Moss.
GRIMSBY: Batch; Czuczman, Crosby, Wigginton, Moore;

Waters, Cumming,
Sub: Brolly, not us
STRIKES AT GOAL:
including a penalty by
saved, nine wide
ENTERTAINM Not
of styles—Grimsby’s clog

d.

Mitchell,

Ford; Liddell, Drinkell.

Town two shots saved, six wide,
David
one hit the bar.

t, but an interesting clash
ers won't allow many teams

Moss; Grimsby eight

to play good football if this display is typical of the
way they intend to fight to stay in the Second Divi-

Peter Willis,

Meadowfield, County

Durham

—quick, cool and impressive and his five bookings will

all stick. He
Grimsby's Garry
red cards and so did
ATTENDANCE: 9,004

was always

and

in control, yet
Liddell and Bob Cumming deserved
Mark Aizlewood.

the home

lenient—

fans were de-

lighted with Grimsby’s basic football and crude tackles.
I don’t think the Oak Road cnd would have put up

with it quietly if the

would 1

Town

played like that. Nor

minute, the product of
some lovely build-up work
through the middle and on
the left by Antic and West.
Moss was given a sight of
goal in the inside-left posi-
tion by West's pass, and
after drifting clear of one
attempted tackle had goal-
keeper Nigel Batch strugg-
ling to beat out his low
shot.

Price blocked a volley by
Joe Waters, and Kevin
Drinkell, once fancied by
David Pleat, put a header
wide as both sides struggled
to make their efforts count
in the penalty areas.

PENALTY MISS

The best chance came in
the 47th minute when Moss
went on a dribble towards
the by-line in the penalty
area. He got past ong de-
fendei and fell down when
challenged by Kevin Moore.

If the penalty decision
looked harsh it was less
controversial than some
that have not been given
when they should have been
in recent games, but Grims-
by were let off the hook
anyway. Moss aimed for his
usual spot, but hit the bal'
well wide of Batch’s right
hand post.

ALMOST

He almost made amends
with a swerving, dipping 30-
yard effort five minutes
Jater, but Batch had enough
time to get into position
and flip the ball over the
bar.

From then on the stan
dard. of Grimsby’s ' play
dropped as lhey produced
extra Aggresqnon to ward off
the possibility of being
beaten by a team that was
trying to concentrate on
football.

Bill Crosby was booked
for going through the ball
and felling Donaghy, and

AL COURAGE IS
POINT-WINNER

Garry Liddell produced a
shocking  challenge on
Price. He went over the
top, and Aizlewood led a
posse. of Town players
who were incensed by the
challenge,

I expeoted Liddell to be
sent off for senious foul
play and Aizlewood to go
with him for violent con-
duct, but Mr Willis de-
cided that a yellow card
for each was enough.

Shortly afterwards Price
was booked for dissent,
when he complained that
the game was going on
while Moss was down in-
jured, and the afternoon’s
worst incident came in the
73rd minute.

LUNGE

Grimsby’s Bob Comming
had clattered one or two
players, and he went in
with a dangerous lunge to
soften up Findlay. The
goalkeeper had collected a
through ball, but Cum-
ming kept on runming and
raised his foot so high in
a pointless challenge that
Findlay went down injured
through being kicked high
on the thigh, The yellow
card again seemed to me
to be a lenient response.

Grimsby almost pinched
both points with a late
hook-shot from the edge
of the penalty area by Lid-
dell — it beat Findlay, but
bounced off the bar and
was scrambled away. ,

TROUBLE

If Gnimsby had scored,
the result would have been
an injustice to football as
well as to the Town. And
if Grimsby's methods are
the recipe for success the
game is in deeper trouble
than we thought.

But Mr Kerr did at least
have the good grace to
admit that he didn’t think
Grimsby would win the
Second, Division title this
season, It astonishes me
that it ever won the Third
last time.

'Yes, he's a
bit of an
animal

IN ONE of the most remarkable after-match Press
conferences I have ever listened to, Grimsby
manager George Kerr admitted that one of his|
players was so physical that “he turns my/|
stomach sometimes”.

could admire Mr Kerr for his honesty and
frankness, But not for his attempts to justify |
including such a player in his side. |

Grimsby had a couple of playcr: who wouldn’t last ﬁvc‘
minttes at Kenilworth Road, in a team that believes in}
playing football. |

The man under fire at the press conference was Bob‘
Cumming, who playcd as an auxiliary forward looking
for the bits and pleces behind two front runners.

His worst foul was in the 73rd minute, when Jake Findlay|
fielded the ball, Cumming had been in pursuit of an
over-long pass, and instead of stopping or running |
round the goalkeeper he barged straight in, boot thrust |
studs-forward into Findlay's body.

Findlay bore no grudges afterwards, and Cumming was
fucky to escape with a yellow card—even Grimsby
men in the Press box expected a sending off.

When the Grimsby manager was invited to comment, I')
expected him to express some regret, and pcrhap> )
threaten disciplinary action. But Mr#Kerr said: *You
can’t control plnyers minds. He is a bit of an animal if
you like . . « At times he is a bit uudc He turns my
stomach sometimes, but you don’'t“®%ant to be hypo-
critical—I like him in my side. You @eed someone ‘e \
go in, that’s a fact of life.”

Mr Kerr added that Cumming often left himself exposedh
to injury as well because of his style.

“] don’t condone what he did,” he added. “But I would
rather have a player like that than the opposite number
eleven.”

If Mr Kerr meant that David Moss is not the strongest
tackler in the game, fair enough. But if he really be-
lieves his crash-bang man is a better player than Moss,
I"'m glad I support Luton Town and not Grimsby.

He went into the game with an ankle injury, and Towa |
manager David Pleat was happy enough. “I thought
twice about playing him . . . but Moss on one leg 1s
worth his place in the side.”

I
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THE TRANSATLANTIC APPROACH

Entertainment the

CURIOSITY about the

way the

Americans have

taken up soccer and changed its image attracted
4,142 paying customers to Kenilworth Road on
Monday night to see Tampa Bay Rowdies open

their English tour.

And if the result was a disappointment the
lost to a silly goal in the 77th minute the
an eye - opener.
hours of
cven

way ol doing things was
became part of three
spectators loved it . . .

welcome !

® WHAT a

New sq.ulug Andy Har-
row, a £50,000 recruit
from Raith Rovers, runs
out for his first taste of

soccer at Kenilworth
Road, for the game against
Tampa Bay,

Town
American
The match
entertainment, and the
the bits they couldn't
understand.

US servicemen and fami-

lies from Chicksands
provided the * supporting
role” entertainment to
give Luton a flavour of
trans-Atlantic soccer.

I went expecting the

extras to get in the way of
the serious business of the
night, and found myself
instantly conyerted to the
American  approach. Fill
in every minute to keep the
crowd occupied and you
won't get trouble was the
way onc of the Tampa Bay
officials expressed it.

And with football in this
country
mers in

fighting for custo-
a time of recession,
I suspect a number of
clubs . will think deeply
about what they sce as the
Rowdies take their message

on to Birmingham City,
Nottingham Forest and
then to Ireland,

Some aspects of the
night were a little Irish.
After the players had been
introduced one by one,
running through a guard of
honour formed by cheer-
leaders, we all stood
respectfully  for the two
national anthems

I'he Star-Spangled Ban
ner was played first, and

AR \ (IR Y

name of
the game,

uu\lomux and players alike
were fidgety wait-
ing for God Save the Queen

bender tipped over the b.nr
and Ricky Hill smashed a
shot against the woodwork.

to follow. IThe tape American soccer doesn't
seemed to have got lost, so believe in 0-0 draws, and
they stopped waiting for they showed us their
it when referee Tan Hemley shoot-out system. The ball
decided it was time to get is placed 35 yards from
the game going. goal and attackers have
A quick-time marching five seconds to score, with
band from St Albans pro- the goalkeeper —able to
vided the rest of the music, come off his line if he
and the night included two chooses.
demonstrations of Ameri- Three from each side
can grid-iron football, tried it. Farrukh Quraishi

a Persian-born

It's a bit like rugby, but Hpglishman
Ay R G v ATy according to Tampa Bay's
could not report further. media - guide, hegt iAlan]
I'he scoring system left me Judge !””r Svervone: gl
Bafled “and the Slihton failed. Lil Fuccillo, given
hand tactics seem tough on 4. Waro welcame by sith
spectators you could oy and “Les HarHoug
watch one guy running like Bty shok over thaihany
T I B ERE R e Raddi Antic cottoned on
PR Faalise that T o to the system, and dribbled
S S DI T TR e all the way, going round
the other end of the field, the. keener and ‘Scoring

Be g e but it took six seconds,

ent one more than the time
and colour, and there was limit, ;
some sort of pattern dis Back with the old-fast
cernible when the second ioned football, a ‘m\i \» l\
u|kl\\ull>\[\.1lhn\ was pul on by Mike \.l\t»{ !}-uiln\{i\\\-
at half-time only genuine goal of |:\

At that stage of the pro- Ope¢n encounter. [f "\,
ceedings the soccer doesn’t get the credit i’;»:
English-sty was 0-0, with the assist, Peter Anderson
the Rowdies showing a will, because hig through
well-organised defence but pass started_ the move, fin
very little in attack ished expertly by *:nu‘

\an West had a 25-yard Altican N el
10 R ey




