turn on the pressure.

_David Pleat found almost all his wishes granted at The
[ Valley on Tuesday night. The only disappointment for the
big Town following was that a highly entertaining clash in

. atrocious conditions failed to bring any goals. s
Deafences at both ends looked less than perfect on a pitch which made
“mistakes ineyitable. but good covering and goalkeeping, mixed with some ofi-

Winners.

Bobby_ Robson probably
Jearned less than ke had

t target shooting, left both teams knowing they could easily have:been the
| 4

hoped as" hé watched the
_Town in preparation for

Saturday, <

Skipper Brian Horton
missed his first game for the
club since signing in the
“summer, but will be.back
Zt6 add a little’ more bite to
mdfieid.” %

And every Town plaver
will be hoping that the
Kenilworth Road surface
will be a lot drier than the
“mudpatch they had to con-
“tend-with at The Valley.
~ "Charlton played four
"men across the middle
2inst the FTown’s three,

but the clogging mud beat
them all. =

Too 6ften Towh attacks
broke down s:mply because
midfield men could not
beat the underfootr condi-
tions when they: tried to
run with the ball. =

The Town looked the
better side in the first half,
then withstood a spirited
Charlton attempt 7o snatch
the points in the second,

CHARLTON ATHLETIC G, LUTON TOWN O

Stephens, Goodyear, Donaghy, Aizle-

TOWN: Findlay; )
1 : Fuccillo; Stein, White, Moss. Sub:

wood; Hill, Antic,
Johnson, not used.

CHARLTON: Johns; Naylor, Berry, Phillips, Fcrns;
Ambrose, Elliott, Gritt, Robinson; Hales, Walsh. Sub:
Smith, not used.

GOAL ATTEMPTS: ; :

~ Charlton five saved, pine wide. Corners: 6-5
Town.

“REFEREE: Tony Glasson, Wiltshire—not lhc_ best per-
former on the park by a long way, and spoiled things
for both sides by not playing the advantage rule
properly.

BOOKINGS: Mark Aizlewood for hands, cutting out a
through-pass; Jake Findlay for charging out to down
Martin Robinson, who had got clear by beating an
offside trap.

ATTENDANCE: 7,013—better than Charlton’s average,
thanks to a good following from Luton.

Town six saved and ten off target.
to the

ENTERTAINMENT: Far better than the smrc-!inc sug-
gests. Both defences creaked at times on a pitch that
was a mudbath down the middle. It might have bcen
a game of seven or cight goals with better finishing.

Report by Brian Swain
- Pictures: Mark Richards
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and 1 thought the draw
was about right; even if the
score-line should have been
3-3 or 4-4.

Both  goalkeepers did
well, although Jake Find-
lay’s clean sheet cost him
another booking, for a first-
half “professional foul” on
Martin Robinson, who had
beaten the offside trap and
looked a scorer until Find-
lay upended him outside
the area.

Findlay was happy
enough to use the laws of
football for the benefit of
his team, and so was Mr
Pleat, but for the good of
the. game another more
suitable penalty needs to
be devised for such occa-
sions.

Findlay’s only  other
serious work in the first
half was a save from Steve
Gritt. Nicky Johns did well
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@ JAKE FINDLAY

@ FOILED: Charlton defender Leighton Phillips makes a timely interception to foil Steve White as the Town |
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“WANTING A TOUGH TEST to sharpen up his team for
Saturday’s cup-tie with Ipswich, Luton Town manager

E IS

@ LET-OFF: A lucky first half escape for Charlton as the ball skidded across the face of their goal
and Brian Stein just failed to get the touch.

N

at the other end to block
a shot by David Moss, but
both keepers were given an
casier night than they
should have had.

Johns had more work' to
do than Findlay, and made
two vital saves after the
interval, from Brian Stein
and Moss.

Strangely, the Town
Jooked more likely scorers
in that second half, when
they had to do more de-
fending and look for quick
breaks

Better use of the drier
parts of the pitch on the
flanks might have brought
reward for both sides, but
towards the end of a nigi!
of all-out endeavour and
hard work the Town’s most

satisfying feature was the
way defence steadily
knitted into a more reliable
unit.

A more sobering thought
is that Charlton didn’t have
an Eric Gates to get round
the back of them, or an
Alan Brazil to take the half-
chances that were bound to
crop up on a slippery
energy-sapping surface.

%

@ TOO HIGH: Ricky Hill beats off a challenge to get in a shot that flew just
over the Chariton crossbar.



