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Aton look unstop

WATFOR'D may not have conceded the Division Two

ch‘nﬁhpioﬁahg)_ bu
‘Road proved thatits
Luton storming’ a‘g;
‘who saw this, the
these two advers:
‘doubt that the H
sion Two,
To an dutsider, the
ure statistics of the
.eague table, make
Luton the red-hot
{dvolirites, and the way
gthﬁ"'efﬂirg‘ed from this,
;E:c}bably the most ex-
hausting examination
they are liable to face, un-
derlined their superiority.
- For 20 minutes or more, at
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the end of the first half, the

Hatters. demonstrated their
footballing ability, their slick,
ground' passing, control and
understanding. But it was the
way they matched and
sometimes topped the
Hornets with biting tackles
and controlled aggression
which demonstrated their
qualifications and cham-
;)iﬁnlhip pedigree. 2
§ : o :

- Powerful

. It was not a great game
and onc has to go back a
few years to that Christians
and the Lions confrontation
at Kenilworth Road in 1969,
since onc could really label
this derby fixture as powerful
entertainment. In fact on
:Suturday there periods of
downright boring football as
the twp conflicting styles
negated each other.

. Luton' came through it
however, refusing to let Wat-
ford inflict their style and
pattern on the game while
the Hornets turned and battl-
cd the possibility of a defeat

nto a draw., .

-1 made the Hornets a
shage lucky. Yes, it could be
argued that Jan Lohman
should have won it bul then
the Ayoudwork saved the
‘Hornets from Hill's' header
and when it came to clear-
‘cut chances, Watford trailed
some way behind the
Hatters.

Happily Watford ended
the sequence of defeats at
the hands of Luton but
without playing well. This
‘Wwas due Lo a spectacular goal
by Wilf Rostron who gave
the Hornets the early edge
und one which they were un-
able to build upon.

. The highspots of January
seem some way behind as
play with the ain of a vehicle
w

with a blown head gasket.-

The cquipment is there but
the surge in power and effec-
livencss has temporurily
ubated, and when the
Hornets needed to step up
their acceleration, there was
no real response.

~ Trickiest

~ In the midfield they lost
out time and again, chasing
to make do and mend, while
the defence toped
reasonably with probably the
trickiest and most skilful trio
of front men they are liable
10 meet this season. But up
front the Hornets, who have
only scored that one,
blinding goal in their last
three outings, rarely looked
penctlrating. Armstrong and
Jenkins were unable to

muster a real goal attempt

between thém and the latter
fms managed only one in'the
jast threec outings.: .
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" Mere again, the service

15y not- great. Callaghan,

}r-t,t:irn_l_ng alter a “‘rest’’

whiCh was spiced with the

odd-effective run out, had a

quiet game while Barnes on

the 'u;:‘:-posnc flank was right
it

out o

Neither received .

..Saturday afternoon at Vicarage
will take a mammoth upset to stop
"Division One in first

ace. Those

fiftieth League meeting between
1e8, must have been left in little
atters are the outstanding side in Divi-

by Oliver
Phillips

ood service nor made the

est out of that which readh-
ed them. Luton cut the threat
from the flanks to =a
minimum and left Watford
with extra midfield problems
as a result.

At times the Hornets Jook-
ed sluggish and apart from
the first 20 minutes. they
never pul their act together.
Luton, were incisive and im-
pressive for the last part of
the first half and after that,
the game verged on a bore of
almost epic proportions.

David Pleat, who spoke
much sense after the game,
claimed that it reflected the
best in Division Two. The
first half tended (o support
his claim, the second half
denied it. 3

The after-match Press con-
ference was a complete op-
posite to the sort of coments
which were flung between
rival fans in the Rookery
End. The two managers
praised each other’s
achjevements and their
teams: and Pleat possibly
committed blasphemy in the
cyes of his own supporters
when he said, "'l hope both
leams go up.”

Reveaﬁng

Perhaps more revealing
were the respective
manager's -answer to the
question of which nIpEusing
player would you like on
your team?'’ Taylor
answered Frumptly with the
name O Brian_Stﬂinl
“*because of his composure.’

With the notable excep-
tion of Newcastle's Arthur
Cox and Shrewsbury's
Graham Turner, most oppos-
ing managers tend to deride
Watford's midfield play but
Pleat's praise of the absent
Kenny Jackett, in answer to
the question, said much
about Watford and perhaps
hinted at what they are mis-
sIng. -

For those who. expected
and hoped that this would be
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'NOUA KNOW) WHO Y THE TWO
MANAGERS TEAMED UP
forR THE PRESS ..o v o —7

Jou were great,
honest !

AFTEY. THE GAME AGAINST
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- Rostron 8,
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Stein 33

WATFORD: Sherwood; Rice, Terry, Bolton, Rostron,
Taylor, Lohman, Callaghan, Jenkins, Blissett, Barnas. Sub-
stitute: Armstrong for Bamea sftar 51 minotes,

LUTON: Findlay; Stephens, Aizlewood, Horton, Goodyear,

tic did not play.

Donaghry. HIll, Stain, White, Fuccillo, Moss, Substitute: An-

Roferes: K. Hackett (Sheffisld). Attendance: 22,680,
Free-kicka: Watford 21, Luton 28,

Comers: Watlord 9, Luton 8.

Goal attampts on target (off target): Watford 7(4). Luton

10(B).

Watford gosl attempts by: Lohman 3, Taylor 2, Callaghan
2, Rostron 2, Bolton 1, Terry 1.

Booking: Terry for a foul on Stein (61).

the afternoon of retribution,
things started well as Wat-
ford began to take control in
their customary fashion.

Rostron, joining in with
the early attacks threaded a
half-cleared lan Bolton free-
kick through to Les Taylor
bul the mdfield man took
too long with his shot and
Findlay covered.

But in the eighth minute,
Rostron threaded the ball
through with = considerably
more power and success.
There, were shades of his
Goal of the Season at West
Ham in the way he struck the
ball from a yardioutside'the
corner of the penalty area,
after Barnes' attempted cross
had rebounded off a
defender into space.

Controlled

Driving it'with the outside
of the left foot, Rostron curl-
ed the ball in towards the

aol, beating the groping
“indlay for it to enter the net
high under the angle of post

and bar, ““He hit it su;l:’:qrblr,"
said’ Pleat, “‘Jake Findlay

admitted that he always felt it
was going to beat him from
the moment it left his foot.”

Watford had their tails up
and therc was a controlled
drive by Taylor which
Findlay ficlded and Lohman
also forced the goalkeeper
into action, “*We could have
been overwhelmed but we
fought our way out of it
which we may not have done
two years ago,’ said Pleat,

It was a peniod of un-

doubted superiority for the
Hornets but Luton resisted
well. It began to go wrong
however following three

successful offside traps,
sprung by Luton and Wat-
ford's midfield seemed to
hesitate about plying the
forward balls.

Suddenly Sherwood had to
arch and touch over a shot by
Stein and Terry had to throw
himself forward to block the
forward's shot when Stein
had worked himself into a
promising position.

Goodyear had a header
deflected wide by Jenkins
before Callaghan turned the
Luton defence to chip over a
cross which was half-cleared
to Taylor who extracted a
fine save from Findlay.

But in the 33rd minute,

Watford were pegged back.
A disputed free-kick saw the
ball played forward by Hor-
ton. Sherwood came out as if
believing he had a chance of
contesting the issue but
stopped as Stein collected
the ball. He worked himself
ecnough space for an angled
shot and Sherwood, who had
ventured further forward,
was in no position to save as
Stein guided it beyond him
into the emply net.

Dummied

Next Rice let in Moss and
his' Cross was met by Hill
who beat Sherwood but
headed against the upright.
Showing some magical con-
trol, Stein then dummied
Bolton to work an:openin
on the turn but Sherwoo
parried this.

Watford had been forced
to play second fiddle for the
final 20 minutes of the first

~half and were a might for-

tunate to be on terms even if
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they: '.-‘ '3 _t gifted Luton

Blissett,. who had collided
with Findlay in the first half,
soon limped off aftet the
break, enabling Armstrong,
who had reported that morn-

_ing with a heavy head cold,

to come on. Terry was soon

- booked for a foul on Stein as

both teams began to labour
with thé problem of their op-
ponents’ styles. A back pass
from Donaghy brought
to a f{ull-length save
while the goalkeeper had an
easier task collecting half-hit
shots from Barnes and
Lohman.

Luton counter-attacked
well, invariably finding a man
free on the right and
Sherwood: made three fine
saves, twice denying White
and Moss once with three
stops at his near post. “He's
really come on a bomb,"
Pleat said of the Watford
goalkeeper. **Both
goalkeepers played well.”

[’ all three breakaways,
Luton looked dangerous,
while Watford proyvided only
one real telling break,
getting effectively wide for
a ¢ross when Jenkins headed
down and Lohman ran in to
ram a shot against the diving
Findlay who collected the
rebound off the Dutchman's
head.

Misguided

But the second half was a
disappointing, turgid affair
overall and the the next il-
luminating moment of an
afternoon interrupted by the
all too frcquent and oc-
casionally misguided whistle
from Mr Hackett, came
when the other Division Two
results reached our ears.

They confirmed what has
long been suspected, that a
team which can consistantly
string together a run of
reasonable results, will
always be in with"a shout of
promotion, Luton shave
already proved that they can

-string together excellent

results and, provided Wat-
ford can overcome: the re-
cent run of hiccups in their
performances, if not in their
results, they should be able
to start the next half century

of derby matches, older and
Wiser.

® Jimmy Gilligan and Paul
Franklin are recovering from
slight knocks and missed
Tuesday's reserve game.

of tradit{on !
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MEDICAL SCIENCE. _
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