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FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION TWO

Saturday 3rd April 1982
Kick-off 3.00 p.m.

LUTON TOWN v

BLACKBURN ROVERS
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LUTON TOWN FC

70-72 Kenilworth Road

Luton
Tel: 411622

Season 1981-82

Chairman:
Denis Mortimer

Directors:

R. L. Banks, D. J. Evans
E. S. Pearson, H. Richardson
R. J. Smith, J. R. Smith
D. J. Pleat {Team Manager)

President:
T. Hodgson

Vice-Presidents:

J. A. C. Bain (Deputy President)
Lord Hill, Sir Reginald Pearson OBE,
J. B. Brent, B. Cole,

B. England, N. S. Fookes,

G. B. Holland, C. Holloway,

I. E. Holmes, C. J. Hudson,

R. Larkinson, L. Leppington,
Eric Morecambe OBE, R. Safranek,
E. Waller, R. Unwin

Administration:

General Secretary:

Graham MacKrell
Club Secretary:
John Wilkinson

Project and Advertising Manager:
Mike Beevor

Commercial Manager:
Mike Hardwicke
Catering Manager:
Clive Hustwitt
Youth Development Officer:
Colin Ball
Travel Organiser:

Mrs C. Ball

Auditors:
Arthur, Young, McClelland,
Moores & Co.

Photographer:
Gareth Owen

Playing:
Coaches:

David Coates, John Moore and
Trevor Hartley
Physiotherapist:

John Sheridan

Doctor:
W. A. C. Berry MBBS
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LUTON TOWN

White Shirts, Orange Trim, White Shorts

JAKE FINDLAY

KIRK STEPHENS

RICHARD MONEY

BRIAN HORTON (Capt)

CLIVE GOODYEAR

MAL DONAGHY

RICKY HILL
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BRIAN STEIN
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STEVE WHITE

WAYNE TURNER

DAVID MOSS

BLACKBURN ROVERS

TERRY GENNOE

JIM BRANNIGAN

MIKE RATHBONE

MICK STAIGHT

GLENN KEELEY

DEREK FAZACKERLEY

IAN MILLER

KEVIN STONEHOUSE
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NOEL BROTHERSTON

IN CHARGE TODAY

Referee: A. W. GREY, Great Yarmouth
Linesmen: J. R. HARRIS (Red Flag)

M. G. RICHARDSON (Yellow Flag)
Alfred Grey commenced refereeing in Norfolk in IE{GOVand via the Football
Combination qualified for the Football League full listin 1972. Was a Cup Final
and European Cup semi-final linesman 1972, and an FA Amateur Cu; cial in
1972. Refereed the FA Youth Cup Final in 1977 and the FA Trophy Final
Appointed to the FIFA panel in 1977. : 1
A married man, with two sons, he is Production S_upennm_ndem for a frozen food
company. Apart from interests in gardening, tennis and cricket, collects coins and
is a chorister in his local parish church.

Printed by Hemmings & Capey (Leicester) Ltd.
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One fan’s personal view of
some of the stars who have
played for Luton Town.
By BRIAN SWAIN
Of all the sights and sounds of foot-
ball, nothing for spectators is more
satisfying than the basic objectives
of the game — a ball hitting the
back of the net, preferably with
considerable power and accuracy.

Goalkeepers can fill a career with
consistent reliability and outstan-
ding ability, yet the man we all want
to see succeed more than any other
is our team’s number nine.

| missed seeing Joe Payne in ac-
tion, and the first Luton Town
centre-forward | idolised was
Hughie Billington. Later | marvelled
at the touch and skill of Jesse Pye,
and | also had the good fortune to
see Ron Davies at his best when he
was a Town player.

MALCOLM MACDONALD

All have their right to a place in
this column, but | suspect that for
years to come | shall remember
most the all too brief Luton Town
career of Malcolm Macdonald.

| don’t think any other Luton
player has given so much pleasure
to supporters through sheer basic
power, speed and explosive

finishing. | count myself lucky to-

have been around to see it.

It hardly seems possible that he
had only two seasons at Kenilworth
Road. He was a 19 year old left
back when Harry Haslam brought
him to Luton in the summer of 1969
for a fee of £17,500 from Fulham.

But he had also operated as a
centre-forward on occasion, and in
ten games for the Londoners had
scored five goals. That average of a
goal every other game was to be
kept up for the rest of his career,
and football was the loser when a
knee injury forced him to retire at
the age of 29.

| don't suppose any readers of
this column need telling about Mac-
donald’s supreme abilities. At
Luton he scored so many
memorable goals that you could
argue for ever as to which was the
best.

My outstanding memory was of a
hat-trick at Sheffield Wednesday,
with one goal from the left foot,
one from the right and the other
with a header.

Among many other incidents
when Macdonald rendered Luton
Town considerable service was a
cup-tie against Nottingham Forest.
The Town were losing and in
danger of getting a roasting when
Macdonald powered in on goal in
the 15th minute and smashed the
goalpost.
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There was a long stoppage while
it was repaired, and the delay halted
Forest’'s smoothness and gave the
Town time to catch their breath.
They earned a draw, although
Forest had the last word by winning
a cracking replay at Kenilworth .
Road 4-3.

Some years later | felt like weep-
ing for Supermac in another FA
Cup contest, when he went to
Wembley with Newcastle United
and walked off a loser.

Luton sold him to Newecastle for
£185,000 in May 1971 for the usual
Luton reasons . . . they needed the
money. Mac became a folk hero on
Tyneside but moved on five years
later to Arsenal for £333,333.

His career record tells the story of
a remarkable talent for scoring

. goals. At Luton, in the Third and

Second Divisions, he made 88
League appearances and scored 49
goals.

At Newcastle 187 League games
in the First Division vyielded 95
goals, and his three-year spell at
Arsenal, with injuries becoming an
increasing problem, produced 42
goals in 84 League games.

Just for good measure, he hit all
five when England hammered
Cyprus at Wembley, and his failure
to become a regular international is
still one of life’'s mysteries to me.’

But more than anything else |
remember Malcolm Macdonald as a
thoroughly nice bloke. He coped
with fame easily and sensibly, and
it's always a pleasure to see him
back here on his old stamping
ground when he visits Luton in his
capacity as manager of Fulham.

He's done pretty well for a full-
back they gave away for chicken-
feed 13 years ago!




DAVIDS
DIARY

Today's game takes on extra significance in view
of Blackburn’s convincing recent results and our
own difficulties in reproducing a good winning
performance.

After today’s game, we have a further six home
games and four away fixtures. We feel we have
the games to gain the results which will ensure a
coveted First Division place, but this season has
proved that nothing is easy.

The players and staff have been magnificent
and everyone must continue to give every ounce
of effort as we seek vital victories. When | look at
the League table and compare the attendance
figures, transfer fees paid and salaries of staff at
other Second Division clubs, it makes me proud to
see Luton Town FC riding high and attempting to
play entertaining football at all times.

The days preceding the transfer deadline were
posssibly the most hectic | have experienced. A
deal involving Godfrey Ingram to the NASL club,
San Jose, was in some doubt. Mark Aizlewood
was sidelined with a stomach injury, and Lil Fuc-
cillo was not yet fit enough for consideration.
Also, Mick Saxby had heard he would be unlikely
to kick a ball this season. Action was needed to
consolidate the team and add vital competition in
the remaining weeks.

| was more than delighted when Bob Paisley
allowed the talented Richard Money to join us
from Liverpool. His performance at Derby, allied
to a fine technique and attitude, auguers well for
the future. We wish Richard every success and we
hope the association will be cemented with a per-
manent transfer.

Billy Jennings, one of the best finishers in the
Football League during the past nine seasons, also
joined us. | am convinced our service from

defence and midfield will be to Billy's liking and he
will continue to score valuable goals. The addition
of Billy to our staff does not mean that we have
lost faith in any way with the youngsters Frank
Bunn and Michael Small. At the moment, ex-
perience is called for.

Also, Wayne Turner, now a mature 21, has
returned from Lincoln City where his ability and
determination helped them to catapult to the top
of the Third Division. Wayne can now add
valuable assistance to our promotion push.

| read with interest Graham Taylor's comments
on the Vicarage Road crowd after they had
displaced us at the top with a win over Bolton. He
stated that they had not appreciated the
significance of the achievement in terms of terrace
cheers. | understood his view.

We have been the leaders in the entertainment
league, the Pepsi goalscoring charts and the Divi-
sion for all the season. Now is the time when we
need all the support, cheering and confidence we
can muster from the crowd. Lift the team — the
goal is worth it.

Enjoy today’s game.

4




IVOR HOLMES

LUTON 56622

J. F. MEADE LTD

Civil Engineering
Building Contractors
Plant Hire

14 Tennyson Road
Luton, Beds
Tel: 0582 287401/414759

ODD HAPPENING

R. W. UNWIN & CO LTD

Pharmaceutical and Fine Chemicals
and
Chemical Intermediates

Prospect Place
Welwyn, Herts
AL6 9EW
Tel: Welwyn 6441/2/3/4

Your Discount Choice

GRAHAM FORD LTD
TRADING AS
LOCKHART BENNETT

Comprehensive Builders Merchants
For Home and Garden
Depots:
Luton — Kingsway 31199

Dunstable — Beale Street 603111
Leighton Buzzard — Leighton Road 373486

LUTON SPORTS
PRESS LTD

THE LOTTERY TICKET SPECIALIST

Tel: Luton 28757

Goalkeepers are rarely caught more than a few yards
from their goal-lines in the normal course of a match.
No manager is very happy if the ball sails into an
unattended goal and, if a goalkeeper does happen to
be off his line, he tries to make sure that he clears the
ball far enough for it to be impossible for him to be
caught out of position by a surprise shot.

Yet, just occasionally — over the vyears, a
speculative shot from a player’s own half has caught
out the goalkeeper who thought that he had the ball
comfortably covered. One such occasion was a
fourth round FA Cup-tie at Norwich in February
1966. Third Division Walsall were then leading the
Canaries from Division Two 2-1 and with the minutes
ticking away the Midlanders looked quite capable of
pulling off a shock result.

Allan Clarke, now manager of Leeds, had been off
the field for treatment but was back in the fray
alongside George Kirby, another future manager, in
the Walsall front line, which in general was looking at
least as effective as that of Norwich, who fielded
Welsh international Ron Davies.

It was after Walsall goalkeeper Terry Carling had
beaten Ron to the ball in the air that this particular
odd happening occurred. Terry punched the ball

cleanly as both players went up for it and although
he had cleared it almost to the edge of the penalty
area, he ran from goal to attempt to complete the
clearance. It was probably the excitement of being so
close to a place in the fifth round of the FA Cup for
the first time in his career that caused him to try such
a daring venture.

It seemed that fortune had favoured the brave
when he made contact with the ball near the edge of
the penalty area and sent it sailing almost to the
halfway line. Unfortunately for him it landed right at
the feet of Joe Mallett, the Norwich fullback, and he
tried something even more ambitious than Carling’s
second punch.

He swung his foot to meet the ball on the volley,
probably intending to set up another Norwich attack,
but he needn’t have worried. The ball arched perfect-
ly as Carling scrambled back towards goal and fell
just under the bar to put the Canaries level.

Almost immediately they got the winner but
players and fans alike agreed afterwards that but for
Mallett’s freak effort this third goal would almost cer-
tainly not have come about. But it is odd incidents
such as this which so often settle close-fought FA
Cup-ties.

Willis-Dawson Ltd

Builders and Developers
Leighton Buzzard
Tel: Leighton Buzzard 372557

Discounts on all Tyres and Exhausts

LI

TYRE
SERVICE
Manor Road, Luton. Tel: 410410
122-124 Leagrave Road, Luton. Tel: 37835

LIMITED
162-170 High Street South, Dunstable. Tel: 69913

See how far your money goes when you travel with

TRAVEL CENTRE

Come in and get the best deal going
47 GEORGE STREET, LUTON
Tel: 421751

15a HIGH STREET NORTH, DUNSTABLE
Tel: 609677

Cleandustrial
Services Ltd

The Professional Approach to
Your Cleaning Problems

84 Aldermans Hill N13

MEMBERS
OF THE

AMERICAN-CAN (UK) LTD
WALTON ROAD, CALDECOTTE
BOW BRICKHILL
MILTON KEYNES MK7 8AE

BARRATT DEVELOPMENTS
(LUTON) LTD
PO BOX 5, BARRATT HOUSE
LUTON L42 7XJ
TEL: LUTON 422771

BRENGREEN HOLDINGS LTD
61 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON EC2V 6AX
TEL: 01-248 6026

B. COLE ESQ.
CLEANDUSTRIAL SERVICES LTD
PALMERS GREEN, LONDON N13

TEL: 01-882 4626

FILMERGRAPHIC ASSOCIATES
PHOTOTYPESETTING AND PRINTING
BAINSON HOUSE, ALTON ROAD
LUTON
TEL: LUTON 36407

FINE STAMPS LTD
BILTON WAY, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 36761

N. S. FOOKES ESQ.
N. S. FOOKES, ENGINEERING
SERVICES LTD
45 LATIMER ROAD, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 26139

MR E. FOUNTAIN
VAUXHALL MOTORS
LUTON

S. GOLBY, FREDK RAY LTD
STANBRIDGE ROAD
LEIGHTON BUZZARD

TEL: 372241
BRIAN E. HANDSCOMBE
(LIFE AND PENSIONS BROKER)
48 ALMA STREET, LUTON LU12PL

TEL: LUTON 425921/4
G. B. HOLLAND ESQ.

G. B. HOLLAND & CO. LTD

MOTHERWELL WAY, LONDON ROAD
WEST THURROCK, ESSEX

MR I. E. HOLMES
IVOR HOMES LTD
82-88 MARSH ROAD, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 56622
C. J. HUDSON ESQ.

E. W. HOLDINGS LTD
6 UNION ST., LUTON
TEL: LUTON 30511

RICHARD C. LARKINSON
(BALDOCK) LTD
TWENTY PENCE ROAD
COTTENHAM, CAMBS.

P. LAYCOCK, LUTON SPORTS PRESS
HAZELBURY CRESCENT, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 28757

MARK JAMES (SALVAGE) LTD
16 WEST STREET, DUNSTABLE
TEL: DUNSTABLE 605944

MARSHALLS OF LUTON
(BUILDERS) LTD
SARUM ROAD, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 597666/9

KENILWORTH SUITE

DR & MRS G. L. PLESTER
9 BRIARS CLOSE, NUNEATON
WARWICKSHIRE

A. HUNTER ESQ.
RAVENMERE LTD. ALLRIC HOUSE
21 FARLEY HILL, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 32640

RICHMOND ELECTRONICS
(MARKYATE) LTD
HICKS ROAD, MARKYATE. HERTS.
TEL: LUTON 840761

ROBINSON METAL (LUTON) LTD
CALEB CLOSE
464 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 53866

R. S. SAFRANEK ESQ.
NEAHURST LTD, LONDON RD.
LOWER STONDON, HITCHIN
TEL: HITCHIN 94-813545

TRICENTROL CARS (LUTON) LTD
326-340 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 31133

T. & H. TYRE SERVICES LTD
MANOR ROAD, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 27665

R. W. UNWIN ESQ.
R. W. UNWIN & CO. LTD
PROSPECT PLACE, WELWYN HERTS.
TEL: WELWYN 6441

WALLSPAN BEDROOMS
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
MAULDEN ROAD. FLITWICK, BEDS.
TEL: FLITWICK 3621
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Those Luton supporters who

travelled to Derby last

Saturday could not fail to

have been impressed with the
performance by Wayne Turner

from midfield.

First team chances for Wayne

at Kenilworth Road have been

few and far between and

David Pleat allowed him to

move to Lincoln City earlier

this season on loan.

The manager argued that, if

Turner could not gain valuable

first team experience with the

Town, he was prepared to

give him the temporary

chance to obtain it elsewhere.

Mr Pleat’s decision paid

handsome dividends because,

when Turner switched to

midfield last week, Wayne

gave an impeccable display.

Wayne has made only seven

first team appearances in a

first team shirt after signing

for the Town straight from

school.

He's a local youngster who is

thirsty for success and, if his

contribution at Derby was any

indication, he looks set for a decent career.
This afternoon, we asked Wayne to answer the
questions in this week’s Spotlight column.
How did you like your recent spell with Lincoin
City?

LIGHT

‘It was a great experience for
me. | saw how another club was
run and they treated me very
well. To play 24 successive first
team games and to be
successful was just magnificent.
| now feel a first team player.’
How do you feel the standard of
football compares with the
Second Division?

‘The emphasis on going straight
for goal is stronger in the Third
and they play not so much
pretty, pretty stuff. Also the
forwards are quicker and sharper
in the Second. The game |
played in at Crystal Palace was
easy for me because | was
playing with better players.
What school did you attend in
Luton?

‘| went to Ferrars infants and
junior school in Leagrave High
Street and later went to
Challney High School.’

How were you noticed by Luton
Town?

By playing for Luton Schools
under Dave Moreton.”

Have you any ground that you
really wish to play on?

‘Apart from Chaul End, the other is Wembley!”
Are you still involved in coaching with a club on
Sunday mornings?

"Yes. Lewsey Centre 14-16 years side. | have just

started again after a break of four months.’

Complete fitted bedrooms
/ 1 from around £450

Wall
i, o
g

Ims
h

FREE DESIGN
FREE FITTING

see the full range at

LUTON

Unit 174,

Bute Street,
Arndale Centre,
Luton, Beds.

Tel: Luton 23015

Bedford.

211327

BEDFORD
59 Midland Road, 18 Market Place,

Tel: Bedford

WATFORD

17/19 Queens Road,
Watford, Herts.

Tel: Watford

38388

STEVENAGE

Stevenage, Herts.
Tel: Stevenage
724853




EXCITEMENT ON AND OFF THE FIELD IN THE HATTER.

HEAD TOR HEIGHTS!

EPISODE SEVENTEEN by oy Aspden

AN OLD INDIAN UNBOLTED How ABouT THE
THE PRISON DOOR =~ + + GENERAL FROM THeE
AR PRESIDENT'S GUARD,

“BoBBiN" DINO, LEATOWN 'S
FOREIGN SIGNING WAS IN
Hi& CENTRAL AMERICAN
HOMELAND , FOR A LATE
WORLD CuP QuALIFIER,
WHEN HE WAS KIDNAPPED
BY REBEL FORCES.

WHAT DO You
WANT AT THIS
TIME O©OF

1S HE INCLUDED IN
YouRk FLANNED
ESCAPE 7 y

AN OLD INDIAN
cusTom, [ MuUsT
| FREE You BECHUSE
0F YouRk YICTORY
IN THE BALL-COURT,

GO ALONE BOBGIN; BuT
You MusT TRY To GET
A WARNING, DIRECT TO
MY FRESIDENT, OF A

TRAITOR ON HIS

~-woRp To PROVE
TO MY PRESIDENTA

THE REBELS TRUSTED THE
JuNGLE ARounND THE HIDEouT
TO BLOCK ANY ESCAPE BID;
BUuT,wiTH THE OLD INDIAN'S
HELP, BoB8IN HI-TACKED A
FOuUR-wHEEL DRIVE TEEP!

MESSAGE GENERAL
I'LL DELIVER 1T

GrREAT! A NATIONAL HI THERE! IM 3086IN \
ARMY RoOAD BLOK WP [ DInO, CAN You GET
FRONT. T’LL BE SAFE \ ME To THE NATIONAL
FROoM THE REBELS STADIUM FOR THIS
NOW, THAT'S FoR AFTERNOON'S
SurE !

THE QUESTIONS
KAGGED reAsSANT!
WHERLE DID Ypou STEAL
THAT vEHICLE? SPEAK
BEFORE WE BEAT You!,

NEXT EPAISODE SEES B0BBIN
UNDER MILITARY ARREST.

W

After our successful visit to Derby County as
guests of the Junior Rams last week with a
party of Junior Hatters and mums and dads, a
very warm welcome is extended to our Junior
Rovers guests from Blackburn today.

We at Luton Town are very pleased to have
the opportunity to forge yet another link with
our friends in sport from other League clubs
and sincerely hope that our visitors are enjoy-
ing their day with us, especially the ‘five-a-
side’ matches arranged for this morning be-
tween teams of Junior Hatters and Junior
Rovers at Challney Boys High School. Our
grateful thanks to the Headmaster, Mr S. H.
Hamilton-Fox, for use of the sports hall.

Our own five-a-side competitions are under
way once more and the second session takes
place at Marsh House, Leagrave next Monday
at 6.30 p.m. More news on that soon.

MASCOTS AND ESCORTS
Good luck to our Mascot and Escorts for to-
day’s game, drawn from our Junior Hatters
membership as follows:
Mascot: Peter Lacey, aged 10 lives at Sower-
by Avenue, Luton. He is a pupil at Someries
School, plays in one of his school teams, and
is interested in football and darts.
Escorts: Paul Lupton of Lonsdale Close,
Luton. Paul is 12 and attends Icknield High
School. He represents his school and Limbury
Boys at football, and likes collecting stamps
and coins.

Paul Milner lives at Shackleton Springs,
Stevenage. Aged 12, he is a pupil at
Heathcote School, Stevenage. He enjoys
playing all sports, and plays for Stevenage
Colts.

Spencer Coomes of London Road,
Dunstable. Spencer is 10 and attends Street-
field Middle School, where he represents his
school in the first year football team, and also
enjoys basketball.

Thomas Campbell of Milton Road, Luton.
Thomas is 11 and is a pupil at St. Margarets of

.. . AND THE ESCORTS
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Scotland Junior School, which he represents
at football. He also plays for Celtic St
Margarets football team and is keen on
snooker and art.

Best wishes also to Mark Murphy who is
representing Junior Rovers as Mascot for
Blackburn Rovers today. Mark is 12-years-old
— he attends the Edmund Arrowsmith School
in Blackburn, Lancs, and is captain of the
school football team. He likes all sport and his
favourite Blackburn player is Derek
Fazackerley.

Application Form
to join Junior Hatters Club

New membersname. ................
Bdideess s f

Schobl/Club. .. ... 00s .l cdliiae.
Teamis)playedfor.. ... ... ... ..
Intesesls 0w LGS
Favourite Luton player . .............
Sigaed . ool T Ll LU

Annual subscription £1 enclosed
(expiring 31st May 1983)

trodiced by T

Membership No. .. ... ..o oo
who gets FREE membership for 1982-83

THE MASCOT . .

MARK MURPHY

Don't forget you will need to renew your
membership to the Junior Hatters before the
end of May, so why not take advantage of the
free offer? Join a new member and you get
free membership for 1982-83. Use the coupon
on this page and join a member today!

COLIN BALL
Youth Development Officer

PAUL LUPTON

PAUL MILNER

SPENCER COOMES

THOMAS CAMPBELL



CHILTERN RADIO

Sales through the air

TRAVEL

|

IMIE

dllilln, 378

362 "ll|{il

Allyouneed toknow

Sales Department

Telephone : Dunstable 666766 /666001

Chil<ern
Radio

Your local radio station

FOLUM

Box Office — Hatfield 71217

QUALITY ENTERTAINMENT
AT PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD!

April 17th at 8.00 p.m.

CHRIS BARBER'S JAZZ BLUES

BAND

April 24th at 8.00 p.m.

STEPHANE GRAPPELLI AND

FRIENDS

May 10th at 8.00 p.m.

FRANKIE LAINE PAUL MELBA
THE NORTHERN DANCE ORCHESTRA

May 15th at 8.00 p.m.
NEIL INNES

May 20th at 6.30 and 9.15 p.m.
RUSS ABBOT'S MADHOUSE SHOW

May 22nd at 8.00 p.m.
AN EVENING WITH ROBERT WHITE

PARTY BOOKINGS ALWAYS WELCOME

THEATRE
HATFIELD

As promised, we begin this
week with details of some
of the remaining games
which qualify for a
concession of fares for
registered members of the
Luton Town Travel Club.
Prices published in the
Orient matchday magazine
for Cambridge were adults
£2.50, juveniles £2. BUT,
for registered Travel Club
members, there will be a
concession reducing the
cost to adults £2.15 and
juveniles £1.65.

On Saturday 24th April, we
travel to Rotherham.
Departure times are: Maple
Road 10.30 a.m., St Mary's
Square, Hitchin 10 a.m.,
Aylesbury 9 a.m. Bletchley
9.30 a.m., Leighton Buzzard
10 a.m., Hemel Hempstead
Bus Station 9.30 a.m.,
Harpenden High Street 10

a.m.
Fares are adults £4.50,
juveniles £3. Concessionary
fares for members only will
be £4 and £2.50.

When booking, don’t forget
to quote your membership
number, and for those of
you who are not yet
members, there is still time
to join.

Further details of the
concessionary fares for the
remaining two away games
to Cardiff and Chelsea will
be published in these notes
in the next home matchday
magazine.

We had a record number of
coaches — eight —
travelling to Selhurst Park,
and reports indicate that the
behaviour of the vast
majority is of a good
standard. But as the season
draws to a close, we must

constantly remind ourselves
that we are supporters of a
club with a good name and
record, and this means we
all have a high standard to
maintain.
I had hoped to be able to
announce the
commencement of the ‘In’
service from Hemel
Hempstead and Harpenden,
but details have not been
finalised in time for these
notes. Mr Moskal (Hemel
Hempstead 65143) and Mr
Winterbone (Harpenden
61863} will have details as
soon as possible, and routes
and departure times will
appear in the local Press.
If you haven't joined us on
our travels yet, why not
start with a short trip to
Cambridge on 10th April?
Catherine Ball
Travel Organiser

Building houses to make homes in

at

Warden Hill, Luton

Parkside, Houghton Regis
Two Mile Ash, Milton Keynes
Church Creen, Bletchley
Kimbolton Gardens, Bedford.

Bar

Telephone: Luton (0582) 422771

13




FLAS

BAC

A look at Luton Town
a decade ago.
By BRIAN SWAIN
Sports Editor, Luton News

The speed with which football
can build a man into a hero,
then knock him flat again, pro-
vided one of the highlights of
the season at Kenilworth Road
10 years ago this weekend.

It was Easter, and as any
Town supporter could tell you,
a time when the Hatters tradi-
tionally threw away any promo-
tion chances they might have. It
was also a time when barmy
results followed each other with
astonishing rapidity all over the
country.

The weekend started off well
for the Town. They had no
hope of promotion, and not
much fear of relegation, but felt
they needed three or four points
from the three Easter games to
be completely safe.

STUART PEARSON

On Good Friday, 30th March
1972, they went to Ayresome
Park, where Stan Anderson
was building a side good
enough to give Jack Charlton a
marvellous managerial start a
year or two later.

Nobby Stiles had just been
signed from Manchester
United, but the Town did well
to bore a crowd of 11,720 in a
0-0 draw.

The following day Sheffield
Wednesday were the visitors for
a match which will be long
remembered by the 9,121 who
saw it.

On a wet and slippery pitch,
John Ryan’s defensive mistake
let in Brian Joicey to give
Wednesday the lead in the 11th
minute. The home fans got
more and more disgruntled as
the minutes ticked by.

Wednesday, managed by
Derek Dooley, were desperate
for success. Relegated from the
First Division two years
previously, they smarted in the
knowledge that they had
become the poor relations of
Sheffield.

Wednesday's gates had
slumped to an average of
around 12,000 while at Bramall
Lane Sheffield United were go-
ing well in the First Division in
front of 40,000 and more.

But at Kenilworth Road that
day Luton Town looked the
poor relations. The team fumbl-
ed its way through an hour-long
display of ineptness after
Joicey's goal, and the jeers and
slow handclaps competed only
with the sound of shuffling feet
as fed-up customers headed for
the exits.

Then came the amazing
transformation. Vic Halom,
jeered as much as anyone, and
with no hope of replacing
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Malcolm Macdonald in Luton
affections, followed up as Peter
Anderson shot for goal, and put
the Town level from a half-
clearance.

The voices that had casti-
gated Halom for so long sud-
denly decided that the man they
had called a donkey was a
thoroughbred after all. In the
85th minute the ground erupted
as Halom scored his second,
with a header from a corner by
David Court, and two minutes
later the big centre-forward was
everybody’s favourite player as
he completed a remarkable
11-minute hat-trick with a crisp
shot from a pass by Viv Busby.

Probably some of us read too
much significance into the fact
that it was the first Luton Town
hat-trick for a year, since
Malcolm Macdonald's in his last
appearance for the club, against
Cardiff.

At long last, we thought in
our innocence, Luton Town
were on the goal standard
again. And for the third Easter
match, at home to lowly Hull
City three days later, the atten-
dance rose by a few hundred to
see a visiting side which includ-
ed Terry Neill as player-manager
and Stuart Pearson at centre-
forward.

Saturday’s heroes were
cheered onto the pitch . . . Vic
Halom was lauded every time
he went for the ball . . . and the
game was an utter shambles. It
was kick and rush, with each
side making elementary
mistakes.

Ken Knighton, now the
Orient manager, scored the only
goal in the 57th minute. And
once more the ground rang to
the sounds of jeering and bar-
racking, even for hat-trick hero
Vic Halom.

Today marks the final of the season
ticket holders competition for the 12
lucky contestants who were successful
in last Tuesday night's grand draw made
by Eric Harris, Luton Town reporter for
the Evening-Post Echo.

We promise you plenty of excitement
and good prizes and, today, we're sure
you'll agree — we have more than
fulfilled that promise as all 12 will leave
with a prize while one lucky winner will
jet away from Kenilworth Road today
with a £400 holiday voucher for a
holiday of their choice with Silvair
Holidays, King Street, Luton.

To present our STAR PRIZE, we have
pleasure in welcoming Silvair’'s
managing director, Mr Hugh Boyle, and
commercial director, Tony Baltierrez.

In addition, we are also offering a black
and white portable TV for a winning line
on top house bingo, and a £10 voucher

for our souvenir shop is the prize for
those with a Rotherham winning line in
the bottom house.

Today also sees the second heat of our
target golf competition. The contestants
are Mr N. Essem, Mr S. White and Mr
B. Palmer. There is still time for you to
join in the fun and enter the target golf.
Remember, every heat winner receives a
prize whilst our champion receives over
£400 worth of golfing equipment which
has been kindly donated by Slazenger
via local sports outfitters, Bernards
World of Sport, Arndale Centre, Luton.
Finally, we are still waiting bingo claims
winners from the following games:
Oldham: 71,69,-15,:23, 82, 51,27, 3;
35, 45.

Cambridge: 65, 71, 23, 58, 6, 82, 45, 42,
3, 13

Wrexham: 35, 13, 6, 23, 42, 71, 45, 65,
82, 58.

CLUES — Across:

1&5. Midfielder who played his 200th League game towards the end of

| last season whilst with Swindon and subsequently rejoined his first club,
Portsmouth (5,6); 7. Surname of the Roy of the Rovers (4); 8. One of

England'’s million-pound men (7); 10. Not the thing to show the referee!
(7); 12. Brentford’s nickname (4); 13. Popular, small centre-forward who
spent his whole career with Hamburg and was for a while West Germany's
(cg]ps and goals record-holder (6); 14. Park is where Stranraer are
CLUES — Down:

1. Former Manchester City and Aston Villa midfielder who went to Wrex-
ham in 1979 (8); 2. In 1970 (their first season) Lancers ended as
NASL Champions . . . in 1980 they just ended! (9); 3. Formerly with
Luton, he played his 100th League game for Lincoln this season (4); 4.
Irish League club which won the Irish Cup and the Ulster Cup last season
(9); 6. One who reports on the referee (8); 9. Pearson has played
for Plymouth, Miliwall and Exeter (3}; 11. Forward who completed a ton of
turn-outs for Wolves this season (4).

® Check your answers on page 20.
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CHEERS DOUG

Doug Lygo, a former chief executive
and general secretary at Luton
Town, has branched out into the
pub business and is taking over a
free house, the Crown and Sceptre,
at Bridens Camp, Hemel Hemp-
stead.

His partner in the venture is our
current chairman, Denis Mortimer,
who has various business interests
including transport companies at
Hemel Hempstead and Milton
Keynes.

Doug will start pulling pints of-
ficially when he takes the license on
Wednesday.

The Crown and Sceptre is a well
known pub in the area and special-
ises in real ale and good food.

Doug said: ‘| have always been in-
terested in running a good pub and,
when this one was available on the
market, Denis agreed to back me.

‘Many well known personalities
use the pub and | hope to see many
old friends when | move in with my
wife Hilda next week."

Doug hopes that at least two of
our players will attend the opening

ceremony next Wednesday evening
when he opens the doors.

He still takes an active interest in
the Hatters and watches as many
first team games as he can.

WELCOME RICHARD

You will all by now know that Liver-
pool's experienced defender
Richard Money has joined us on a
month’s loan which could be ex-
tended until the end of the season.

Manager David Pleat signed
Richard only hours before the
transfer deadline on 25th March
and will decide whether to make the
deal permanent later in the season.

Before joining Liverpool, Richard
was with Fulham and Scunthorpe.
We hope he enjoys his stay with us
at a vital part of the season.

The arrival of Richard didn’t
signal the end of the manager's
deadline signing because, later in
the day, Billy Jennings joined us
from Orient on a free transfer.

Billy has a high scoring record in
the Football League and his output
no doubt influenced our manager’s
decision to sign him.

BEHIND THE SCENES

You can't beat a good cuppa for the
mid-morning break when there’s a
hundred and one things to do
around the stadium.

Qur little mini army of ground-
staff find plenty to do during the
day in addition to their many duties
on match afternoons.

We caught them enjoying the
traditional cup of tea in the boiler
room. Pictured left to right are:
Martin Hyde, groundsman Dick

Wassall, Fred Bunyan, Alf Mayhew
and Fred Andrews.

CALLING ROVERS’' FANS
We have been asked by the London
Branch of the Blackburn Rovers

Supporters Club to ask potential
fans to contact Allan Fell, 2 Parsons
Mead, West Croydon CRO 3SL if
they are interested in joining.

FA RECOGNITION

The Football Association have
decided to present all clubs who
took part in last season’s FA Cup
with a special inscribed plague to
celebrate the competition’s 100th
birthday.

We were proud to receive ours
which is being displayed by our
general secretary Graham MacKrell.

FOLLOW THE ACTION
Qur first team have no match on
Easter Friday but, a week today,
make the short trip to the Abbey
Stadium to meet our near
neighbours at Cambridge.

After that, we are involved in
three home games as we reach the
climax of an exciting season. On
Easter Monday we are at home to
Norwich City before meeting
Newcastle United at Kenilworth
Road two weeks this afternoon.
The following Tuesday evening
(7.45), Chelsea provide the opposi-
tion.

We sincerely hope you will take
the opportunity of cheering David
Pleat’s battling players towards the
First Division.

MEET THE STARS

There are occasionally the times
when fans manage to travel to
Kenilworth Road to meet their

favourite players. And we regard it
as valuable public relations exer-
cises as we strive to forge new links
between the club and potential sup-
porters.

All our players have recently been
out and about to various functions
where they have presented prizes.
But it is impossible for us to accept
all the invitations we receive and we
hope local organisations will
understand if we have to reject your
request.

This happy family, however, can
be excused for smiling when they
managed to get an introduction to
midfield player Ricky Hill recently.

War by J. W. Green.

with a sound, full flavour.

Only the finest hops and
good, ripe barley go into the making.
Then the brew is matured to
exactly the night degree to give
you a bright refreshing pint

THE LOCALTASTE

AND HOW TO SATISFY IT

We're very definite about our taste in beer
around here. A clear light pint is what we look for;
with a good, clean smack of malt and hops.

And there's only one name that really
satisfies the local taste — BB. The light beer first
brewed in Luton during the darkest days of the

ruled the Hatters.

Yz
N

 WHITBREAD

American servicemen in local wartime
bases declared that BB, chilled, was the nearest
taste to Stateside draught.

It went down well when Syd Owen

And it's been going down well ever since.
Because BB is brewed with a proper respect
for quality. To keep up the traditions we
value raund here. -)b‘,}

<
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Silvair House

Tel: 412131

Your Local Tour Operator
Book now for your Summer Holiday
Brochures available from:
Silvair Holidays Ltd

13-15 King Street, Luton

IR

—

For ALL your Window
and Door requirements

153 Newtown Street, Luton
Tel: Luton 20011/23472. Eves 424650

ALLSOP

ALUMINIUM

Floral arrangements contact:

INBLOOM

(Suppliers to Kenilworth Suite)
45 Latimer Road, Luton

For all your
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TODAY’'S MATCH SPONSOR

IT'S JUSTTOO BIG
TO MISS

[ FROM LUTON NORTH.

oy
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We are offering the widest possible choice — not only on branded
goods, but on?ish, fresh fruit and vegetables, the best meat or your
money back, hot, crusty bread from our own bakery and Yellow
Packs, Britain’s lowest priced range. Our Fix 'n’ Fit department is the
biggest Home Improvement Centre in Luton and you can wheel all
your shopping straight to our massive car park. It's completely free.

So, for a wider choice and the cheapest weekly shopping —we
guarantee it — come to the new Fine Fare Superstore. It's just too big
to miss.

£3 THE NEW FINE FARE SUPERSTORE,
WIGMORE BOTTOM, LUTON

Helping you to Better Shopping.

[
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The finals of the Chiltern
Radio (Luton Town) five-
a-side 1981-82 tournament
took place last Wednesday
and the presentation will
take place next Thursday
at the Hatters Club. Full
details will appear in the
next matchday magazine.

There is a chance to
start watching cricket next
Tuesday and Thursday, at
the Regional Sports Cen-
tre, Luton, when the
Brengreen Junior seven-a-
side cricket champion-
ships start.

The finals will take place
in May before the Queens
Park Rangers and Barnsley
matches. Play commences
at 10.00 a.m. each day.

The Leader three-day
hockey coaching course
starts on Monday 5th April
1982. If you are interested
and there are any places
left ring Luton 56879 as
soon as possible.

The Evening Post-Echo
three-day football
coaching course also
starts on Tuesday 13th
April 1982, please ring the
above number if you are
interested.

If you want to learn how
to swim, there are two
nine-day courses over
Easter at the Swimming

Pool at Bath Road. The
price is only £6.

So you think you are a
Superstar! Well here is
your chance to prove it,
because on Wednesday
7th April, the 1982 Junior
Superstars will take place
for the Under-11s and
16-year-olds. Competition
is open to boys and girls,
and admission is only 50p
and 35p for spectators.

The weekly look
at the leisure
scene at the

various sports
centres in and
around Luton.

Also starting on Mon-
day 5th April at Hightown
Recreation Centre is a
badminton course for 11
to 16-year-olds. Cost is
£1.75 for four days or 50p
per day.

The highly successful
Hatters Community Junior
Netball League will once
again be taking place this
year for all scratch, street,
area, school and establish-
ed club teams, further
details are:

9 to 11 years

(under-11 on 31.8.81)

11 to 13 years
(under-13 on 31.8.81)
13 to 15 years
(under-15 on 31.8.81)
Venue:
Regional Sports Centre,
St Thomas’s Road,
Stopsley, Luton.
Dates:
Evening Post-Echo League
on Thursday 22nd July
1982, C & A League
Knockout Cups, Thursday
9th September 1982.
Cost:
f6 entrance fee per team
(nine players) 30p per
player. Thereafter up to a
maximum of 14 players,
70p a team per match.
Closing date:
24th April 1982.

It is important that an
adult aged 18 and over
must be present with a
team. One adult may be
responsible for two teams.

Ideas and opinions are
very important If you have
any, please let us know.
Also, if you wish for more
details of any of the above
mentioned courses, please
write to:

Mike lacono

Marsh House Centre

Bramingham Road

Leagrave

Luton, Beds.

(Luton 56879)
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IN RETROSPECT
LUTON TOWN
BLACKBURN ROVERS

DIVISION TWO

1937-38 4-1(h) 2-2\(a)
1938-39 1-1(h) 0-2(a)
1948-49 2-0(h) 1-4(a)
1949-50 5-2(h) 0-0(a)
1950-51 1-1(h) 0-11(a)
1951-52 1-1¢(h) 1-2(a)
1952-53 6-0(h) 1-11(a)
1953-54 2=1(h) 0-2(a)
1954-55 7-31(h) 0-0¢(al
DIVISION ONE
1958-69 1-1(h) 1-3(a)
1959-60 1-1(h) 2-0(a)

DIVISION TWO

1970-71 Luton 2 (Givens, MacDonald) Blackburn 0
Blackburn 1 (Russell) Luton 0

1975-76  Blackburn 3 (Parkes, Waddington, Beamish)
Luton 0
Luton 1 (Husband) Blackburn 1 (Kenyon)

1976-77 Luton 2 (Geddis, Futcher, R.) Blackburn 0
Blackburn 1 (Silvester) Luton 0

1977-78 Blackburn 2 (Round, Brotherston) Luton 0
Luton 0 Blackburn 0

1978-79 Luton 2 (West, Turner) Blackburn 1 (Garner)
Blackburn O Luton 0

1980-81 Luton 3 (Price, Hill, Moss)
Blackburn 1 (Burke)
Blackburn 3 (Garner 2, Stonehouse) Luton 0

1981-82 Blackburn 0 Luton 1 (Moss pen)

Teams for last game here, 7th February 1981

LUTON TOWN: Findlay, Stephens, Donaghy, Grealish,
West, Price, Hill, Stein, Ingram, Aizlewood, Moss.
BLACKBURN: Arnold, Branagan, Rathbone, Kendall,
Keeley, Fazackerley (Stonehouse), Brotherston, Garner,
Lowey, Burke, Speight.

Attendance: 9,350

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
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Join a successful team and
advertise in the Hatter

Full details available from:

MIKE BEEVOR
PROJECTS & ADVERTISING
MANAGER
LUTON TOWN FC
KENILWORTH ROAD
LUTON

Telephone: 411622

HEnLYS (3]

first for
O TALBOT-PEVGEOTEH]

Luton Way, Dunstable, Beds.
Telephone: 64171.

The wheels for
British industry
DAF Trucks
R

LUTON TOWN PLAYERS
DRINK

MILK
For your nearest depot
ring Luton 23580
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| recently attended a meeting at Lan-
caster Gate, with David Coates and
John Moore, called by the England
Youth team manager John Cartwright
to discuss various items on Youth foot-
ball and, in particular the South East
Counties League.

Subjects such as coaching in schools
and the qualifications of those people
who do the coaching; young players not
having enough skills; are youngsters
becoming stereo type players; are the
young players getting too much foot-
ball, and many other items were
discussed.

The majority will be brought up at the
South East Counties annual general
meeting in June. This looks like being a
lively meeting and one | am looking for-
ward to.

Another meeting, this time called by
the Football Combination in early April,
is to find out whether, next season, all
matches will be played in mid-week

rather than on a Saturday.

| have spoken to many secretaries
and managers on this subject and the
feeling | receive is that most clubs want
to play mid-week. This could cause a
problem as far as referees and linesmen
are concerned because if as some clubs
do want to play in the afternoons, many
of the match officials will not be able to
have time off from work.

To play these matches in the after-
noons will save clubs much money.
Money will not have to be found for
floodlighting, gatemen, tea bar person-
nel, VAT, etc. Supporters, | imagine,
will be let in free for these matches, so
the only expense will be for the referee
and linesmen and, if they can be found
locally, it will cost even less.

To illustrate the club finances for a
Reserve match, let us take our match
against Plymouth Argyle. Only 193 peo-
ple watched the game — of which 150
were season ticket holders, leaving 43

paying customers at 50p each. Total
gate receipts were £21.50 and the
referee and linesmens’ fees and ex-
penses totalled £95.

VAT and gatemen totalled another
£14.80 so, in fact, we had a loss on the
day of £88.30. That doesn’t sound
much but, taking this match as an
average and multiply it by the number of
home matches (21), it then makes a loss
of £1,854.30 over a season. No club can
afford that.

To add to that cost is floodlighting for
evening matches so the total goes well
over the £2,000 mark for the season. |
believe that is a
good argument
for playing mid-
week next
season.

John Wilkinson
Secretary

ANGLIA
TELEVISION

See the goals and the action every Sunday afternoon

nglia 7'
ANGLIA
TELEVISION
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CENTURY
(LUB

Today's game against Blackburn Rovers sees us drawing
steadily nearer to the end of the season. But it is nice to
know that the majority of the games still to be played are at
home.

The manager and players are faced with a strenuous few
weeks as they play not only the scheduled games, but fit in
the matches which fell victim to our arctic winter. Our best
wishes to them as they begin their task.

It seems a long time since some of us travelled to

Blackburn, and we extend a welcome to them as they visit
us today.

During the last few weeks, it has been nice to see an in-
creasing number of Century Club members travelling to
away games to support our team. We shall be running an
executive coach to Rotherham on Saturday 24th April.
Some regular travellers on our Executive ‘Away Days’ have
already booked, and names and deposit may be given to
Catherine Ball or Stuart Allsop today.

Don’t forget to send in your replies to the annual ball let-
ter as soon as possible. This should be an especially good
evening this year!

The popularity of the Century Club increases season by
season, with a constant increase in the aid we are able to
give to the parent club. But the committee would ask
members to observe the rules governing the admission of
friends and guests more strictly. Copy of the rules can be
found in the porch, or by reference to a committee
member.
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AMATCH
PONSOR

The Hatters are not the only potential First Division class
team in Luton now — another top grade outfit have moved
into Wigmore Lane this week with Ron Hall as manager.

Ron is in charge of the new Fine Fare superstore, which
opened on Tuesday in the Stopsley area. His team have
brought first class shopping to the town.

The new store will be in the First Division of shopping
facilities. Wide aisles and colourful murals of mouth-
watering fresh foods create a top class atmosphere.

The best range of groceries, a bakery with bread and
cakes freshly baked, butchers shop, fresh fruit and
vegetables, a delicatessen, fresh fish, wines and spirits and
frozen food — are all at the lowest prices.

Under the same roof also is the Fix ‘n’ Fit department,
the largest home improvements centre in the town with
everything the handyman or woman could want and ex-
perts to help you make a good job of fitting a kitchen, tiling,
or any other DIY improvement.

The shopping facilities are unbeatable — free parking for
400 cars, a petrol station with the most competitive priced
petrol, a snack bar, express checkout, and one doubly wide
for the disabled. A chegue cashing facility is open
whenever the store is open — that means late evenings and
Saturdays.

So now, when First Division football comes to the town
there will already be top grade shopping facilities at
Wigmore Lane.

BLACKBURN
THROUGH
THE YEARS

® Blackburn Rovers played a record total of successive FA
Cup-ties without defeat between December 1883 and
December 1885.

During this time they played a total of 24 games and won
the trophy three times. In both 1884 and 1885 they beat
Scottish club Queens Park in the final.

@ |n the early 1900s a player named J. Blackburn played a
number of games for Blackburn Rovers.

® John Roscamp scored in the first minute of the 1928
FA Cup Final against Huddersfield Town to set Blackburn
on the way to a 3-1 win.

® |n 1929-30 winger Arthur Cunliffe scored in each of his

first five games for Blackburn Rovers.

@ In the latter part of 1935-36 Blackburn Rovers fielded no
fewer than five different goalkeepers as they slipped
towards relegation to Division Two for the first time.

® Bristol Rovers were leading 3-2 at half-time on their first
visit to Ewood Park on 5th February 1955, but finally went
down 8-3 with Tommy Briggs netting all six goals in the
second half to extend his match tally to seven.

® Blackburn Rovers played one of the last two Christmas
Day League games when meeting Blackpool in 1959, the
other game on the same day being between Accrington
and Chesterfield.

® Fred Pickering became their only player in the last 20
years to score a hat-trick on his international debut when he
did so for England against the USA in May 1964.

® Blackburn lost 30 of their 42 First Division games when
suffering relegation in 1965-66. Yet in the course of eight
wins they beat Northampton 6-1 and Nottingham Forest
5-0 at home and Burnley 4-1 and Nottingham Forest 3-0
away.
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Soccer in safety and comfort. That
was the ambitious plan of Coventry
City when they decided to convert
their Highfield Road ground into
England’s first all-seater stadium at
the start of this season.

‘We believe it is the only positive
way to beat hooliganism and attract
families back to football’ said chair-
man Jimmy Hill as the club launch-
ed their revolutionary plans.

So all the terracing disappeared
to be replaced by individual tip-up
seats with the ground capacity cut
from 37,000 to 20,500. And, as an
added deterrent to the hooligan fr-
inge and visiting fans, a minimum
price of £6 was imposed on rival
supporters. This minimum price
also applied for any tickets actually
bought on the day of the match and
for the more attractive games it in-
creased to £6.

What Coventry hoped for was to
fill the ground with their own sup-
porters and, in an attempt to
achieve this, they offered attractive
and cheap methods of buying
season tickets and also enlisted the
help of travel agents in the area to
sell matchday tickets at normal
prices until Friday night.

Substantial publicity and adver-
tising produced a season ticket sale
of 8,000.

And it also became clear that
many fans habits needed to be
changed if match tickets were to be
bought in advance as they do in
America.

Many spectators complained
about the departure of the terraces
where they had stood for years and
felt the club should have taken a
referendum among supporters
before making the decision.

So a genuine attempt to make life
pleasanter for the paying customer
was given a mixed reception — and
it has continued in that way

throughout the season so far.

The club, of course, are still learn-
ing as they go along and a variety of
problems have cropped up which
they are striving to resolve.

For the majority of matches the
ground has been trouble-free with
very few visiting fans prepared to
pay the price charged by Coventry
even though it does provide them
with a prime position in the ground
— and under cover.

Many of the seats however are
not under cover. These are the

Our executive director John
Smith is always conscious of
the rapidly changing soccer
trends as some clubs con-
tinuously struggle to keep pace
with inflation and the loss of
supporters on the terraces.

Mr Smith continually
monitors the progress of other
clubs and, this afternoon, we
look at Coventry City's in-
troduction of England’s first all-
seater stadium.

cheaper ones at £2 which were built
on the old terrace areas. It is
perhaps significant that these are
the least popular even though they
are the cheapest. It seems clear that
the average fan wants to be under
cover if he is to sit down. If not he
would prefer to stand.

Difficulties such as stewarding
where, unlike the cinema or
theatre, stewards in a football
ground cannot show the customer
to their particular seat.

There are too many people and
not enough stewards. So if fans ar-
riving only 10 minutes or so before
kick-off struggle to find the seat
they have bought for that match it
can lead to congestion and confu-
sion.

There have only been two games
this season where hooliganism has
raised its ugly head. In the League
match against Leeds and the FA
Cup-tie against Oxford, visiting
fans refused to sit down, causing
trouble and damage.

However, it is easier for the
police to spot the trouble makers
but no easier to get to them,
because they have to clamber over
seats and past other fans who are
not necessarily part of the distur-
bance.

So there is yet no real evidence
that the all-seater stadium has im-
proved attendances for Coventry.
They are averaging around 13,000.
But when the ground is full, the
financial rewards are good and
record receipts for a League game
were established for the match
against Manchester United and
record Cup receipts of more than
£60,000 collected from the Oxford
tie. Generally receipts are up.

But filling the ground regularly is
a problem all clubs face including
Coventry. Providing seats is clearly

only a small part of the answer.
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By JOHN FARMER

‘Square’ was a term very much in
the teenage idiom of the late 50s
and early 60s, meaning 'rather stiff
and out of touch with contem-
porary trends’.

It may be rather harsh to suggest
that our match programme of that
era answered to that particular
definition, but it was as near to the
literal sense of the word as any pro-
gamme has ever been.

It measured, in fact, just over six
inches long and just over five inches
wide. There were, of course, no

colour photographs in those days
and very little in black and white. In
one issue before us, the only actual
photographs, in fact are contained
in advertisements, one of them ex-
tolling the products of a sports out-
fitters run by two of our former
players, Wally Shanks and the late
Gordon Turner.

The cost of four old pence (or
one twenty-fifth of today's lux-
urious issue, may suggest,
however, that it did present value
for money. Of its 12 pages the
equivalent of four were given over
to advertisements and most of the
information provided was contain-
ed in one ‘umbrella’ article labelled
‘Club Notes'

This spoke of recent results both
first team and reserves, introduced
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the visitors with a potted history
and then extolled the merits both of
the youth team which had enjoyed
a good win on the previous Satur-
day and of a Luton Schoolboys
team which would be playing at
Kenilworth Road on the following
Saturday.

Sandwiched between this en-
couragement of young footballers
was a welcome to young musi-
cians, namely the Luton Youth
Band that was giving its first public
performance before the game that
afternoon.

Precious space seems to have
been used rather extravagantly in
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devoting a whole page to the Se-
cond Division results up to that
stage on a chart and in using almost
the whole of a page in tabulating
players’ appearances and
goalscorers for the season to date.

The 1962-63 season saw us
plunging to relegation from Division
Two and though scorers were
rather sparse (only Gordon Turner
had got as many as five goals by
November) some 32 players had
been used in either first team or
reserves up to then.

The fact that local radio had not
taken hold by then and that tran-
sistors were still in their infancy is
reflected by the space given to a
half-time code. Our board of those
days extended from A to N and so
three separate lists are given to
cover the first three Divisions and
the first few games in Division Four
plus our reserve game.

Teams were of course listed in
1,2,3,5 formations and on the par-
ticular programme currently before
us our line-up read:

Baynham, McNally, Bramwell,
Morton, Pacey, Groves, Walden,
McKechnie, Davies, McGuffie, Jar-
dine.

The game incidentally was
against Walsall and we recorded
our highest score of the season in a
4-3 victory.

» SHOP
WINDO!

Today, we announce yet
another new lottery operation
to add to the following
established successful Magnifi-
cent Seven, Super Six, Liquid
Gold, Roll-up, Celebrate,
EHDC, Rubic Cube, MCCC,
and Milton Keynes Central
which are all current brand
names.

This latest lottery is named
Cash and Car. All prizes are ins-
tant and the top prize is a new
car, supported by 16,000 cash
prizes, giving a winning ratio of
one in five.

We love instant winners, and
the excitement which s
generated by so much hap-

piness. The total prizes amount
to £10,000 in each lottery,
which will be fortnightly, to
start with, and eventually,
weekly.

Our army of agents now have
the choice of eight separate lot-
teries to sell to their customers,
each one designed to satisfy the
gambling instincts of everyone.

There are very few refusals,
which helps to generate good
healthy income for the Hatters
as well as excellent commission
and prize bonuses for our
agents.

Why not become a lottery
agent? You earn 10 per cent
commission plus 10 per cent
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prize bonus on all sales. The lot-
tery tickets are issued on a sale
or return basis, with nothing for
you to pay out up front.

The tickets readily sell
themselves, and you will earn
so much money you won’t want
to give up.

Look at all the happiness you
will spread among your friends
and workmates in the process.

Why not ask your present
agent, or call into the Pools Of-
fice at 74 Kenilworth Road,
Luton, anytime or ring Luton
30748.

MIKE HARDWICKE
Commercial Manager




ACTION

DERBY COUNTY 0
LUTON TOWN 0

Above: Ex-Hatter Steve Buckley saves County from early attack
from Ricky Hill.

Left: Steve White waits to pounce as the keeper loses contact.
Below: Wayne Turner pushes forward for a shot.

Top right: The County’s defence close in on Brian Stein.

Right: Brian's header is under close watch but fails to hit the target.




h'J

IIH

1S

\

(T

BLACKBURN

THECLUB ...

We could not have wished for tougher
opponents this afternoon who arrive at
Kenilworth Road to figure in a game
which should be Match of the Day as far
as the Second Division is concerned.

New Blackburn manager Bobby Sax-
ton has been in the job only since last
May. But it hasn’'t taken him long to
make his mark after guiding his team to
the fringe of the promotion race.

When Saxton took the job, he said:
‘After two seasons in which Blackburn
have won promotion and narrowly miss-
ed getting into the First Division, | have
something to beat.

‘But the task doesn't frighten me.
Blackburn have a thirst for the First Divi-
sion — and | want to get there too.”

Blackburn’s grit was displayed in the
earlier meeting between us in November
at Ewood Park when it took a penalty
from David Moss to give us the three
points.

It would be foolish to think this after-
noon'’s clash will be any easier against a
team difficult to score goals against.

Saxton has plenty of experience in his
team. But there won't be a chance for
Luton fans to see Viv Busby — one of
our former players — in action because
he was given a free transfer earlier in the
season after missing several games with
a troublesome knee injury.

... AND THE PLAYERS

John Butcher has had to be content
mainly with a standby role; first to Paul
Bradshaw then, later, to Jim Arnold.
But he did enjoy a regular senior place
for most of the 1978-79 season after
Rovers had sold Bradshaw to Wolves
and had, in fact, clocked up almost 100
League appearances by the end of last
term.

Mike Rathbone was signed from Birm-
ingham for £40,000 during the 1978-79
season following an earlier spell on loan
and he soon established himself as one
of the club’s most popular players. The
fans enjoy his cavalier, all-action ap-
proach to the game and it was this
determination and enthusiasm that
helped Rathbone fight his way back to a
regular senior spot after losing his place
for a time to experienced Roger De
Vries last season.

Glenn Keeley was previously with
Ipswich and Newcastle, Glenn has been
one of the most dominant figures in a
record-breaking Rovers defence which
established a club record for fewest

goals conceded two seasons ago, then
promptly shattered it again last term.
One of only two ever-presents last
season Keeley has probably played the
best football of his career in the past
couple of years and must now be worth
several times the £30,000 fee he cost
Rovers in August 1976.

Jim Branagan was signed from Hud-
dersfield for £20,000 early in the Third
Division promotion season of 1979-80,
and quickly made himself an automatic
choice in defence, despite having to
alternate between the two full-back
positions to help the team cause. The
son of former Manchester City star Ken
Branagan, Jim was formerly with
Oldham Athletic.

Micky Speight proved an invaluable
member of the first team squad last
season, after joining Rovers from Shef-
field United for £40,000. His ability to
play in a number of positions came to
Rovers' rescue on several occasions and
there was no doubting his popularity
with the fans who voted him their Player
of the Year. A tough-tackling midfield
man, who can also fill any of the back

GLENN KEELEY
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four positions, Micky scored some
spectacular goals last term and an ex-
plosive shot is one of his greatest assets
— especially at free-kicks.

Marshall Burke Picked up on a free
transfer from Leeds United, Burke prov-
ed an instant hit by his uncanny ability
to score goals from midfield. He made
his first full League appearance for
Rovers against Bolton at Christmas and
typically, scored a vital goal. He finished
the season with half a dozen League
goals and his timely running from mid-
field into the danger area nearly brought
him several more.

Tony Parkes received a broken leg
against Wrexham in February 1981
which put him out of the final stages of
the promotion reckoning and that was a
cruel blow to the long-serving midfield
man, as well as the team. He joined
Rovers from non-League Buxton more
than a decade ago and has made well
over 300 League appearances for the
club. Recognised as an outstanding
professional, he has given Rovers great
service and is enjoying a richly deserved
Testimonial year in the current season.
David Hamilton is a young midfield
player who made several appearances
as substitute last season without star-
ting a League match for the club. Rated
as a good prospect, he was signed on a
free transfer from First Division club
Sunderland in January 1981 and will be
looking to make an impact on the senior
squad this term.

Derek Fazackerley is Rovers longest-
serving player. He cost the club nothing
when he joined them as a junior and he
finished last season with almost 400
League appearances to his credit. An
ever-present — the only one — when
Rovers won promotion in 1979-80 he
was also a member of the squad that
won the Division Three title in 1974-75.
A model of consistency, he enjoyed a
well-deserved Testimonial season last
term.

Noel Brotherston was hit by a knee in-
jury against promotion rivals Sheffield
Wednesday on the run-in last season
and it cost Rovers the services of this
talented winger at a crucial stage of the
programme. It also cost Belfast-born
Brotherston the chance to add to his
total of international caps for Northern
Ireland. He was signed on a free transfer
from Tottenham four years ago and
finished his first campaign as leading
scorer. Shot to international fame in the
1980 Home Championships when he
scored the goal that gave his country
the title.

Simon Garner finished as Rovers’ se-
cond leading scorer last season when
they missed promotion to the First Divi-
sion on goal difference. Boston-born,
Simon has averaged nearly a goal every
three games for his only professional
club. His most successful period with
the senior side came when he linked up
with Andy Crawford in a partnership
that helped Rovers clinch promotion in
1979-80. An aggressive, direct player he
has filled most forward positions for
Rovers.

Andy Crawford joined Rovers from
Derby County for £50,000 in October
1979 and scored 23 League and Cup
goals for the club during the remainder
of that season. Injuries and other pro-
blems meant he played only a dozen
League matches last term but is eager
to prove he can score goals at a higher

level. An instinctive ‘finisher’ he has a
burning ambition to get back to the First
Division. Andy was previous manager
Howard Kendall’'s most expensive sign-
ing during his time at Ewood.

Kevin Stonehouse was plucked from
non-League football in July 1979, Kevin
finished as top scorer last season with
10 goals, despite playing only 22 full
games. The previous season, he scored
two goals in only his third League
match, at Gillingham. Previously with
Shildon in the Northern League, Kevin
has been described as looking very
much like Liverpool’s David Fairclough
and he also has a habit of scoring impor-
tant goals.

lan Miller was Saxton's first signing for
Rovers after taking over as manager. A
fast, direct winger in the old-fashioned
style, Miller came to Ewood at the start

of this season after three years with
Swindon Town in Division Three.
Previously with Doncaster, Nottingham
Forest and Bury, Miller left Swindon
because he wanted a higher grade of
football and stepped up into the Second
Division for the first time at Ewood.

Terry Gennoe (keeper) was snapped
up by Rovers from First Division club
Southampton for some £60,000 after
Jim Arnold had been sold to Everton. A
very experienced keeper, Gennoe had
spent a period on loan to Rovers in 1974
when Gordon Lee was the manager. He
played just over 50 first team games for
the Saints in League and Cup competi-
tions and has also played in the Football
League for Bury and Halifax, as well as
Crystal Palace, where he spent a spell
on loan during the 1980-81 campaign.

Back row fleft to right): Glenn Keeley, Terry Gennoe, John Butcher, Chris Pearce, Paul Comstive, Viv Busby (no longer with the club).
Middle row: Tony Parkes (Player-Coach), John Lowey, Phil Williamson, Mick Speight, Mike Rathbone, Jim Branagan, Derek Fazackerley,

Bobby Saxton (Manager).

Front row: Kim Walters, lan Miller, Noel Brotherston, Marshall Burke, David Hamilton, Andy Crawford, Simon Garner, Kevin Stonehouse.
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Backed by the world-wide

resources of General Motors.

Vauxhall cars are designed in Europe
specifically to meet the demanding requirements of
European motorists.

The advanced technology in today's Vauxhalls
though, is made possible by the Company being
part of General Motors, the world's largest car and
truck manufacturer

At General Motors’ 330-acre Technical Centre
inthe US, research and development facilities are
on an unrivalled scale. Aerodynamics, new engines,
transmissions, electronics, new propellants,
manufacturing techniques — these and every other
aspect of car design are the subject of intensive
development providing backing for General Motors’
divisions throughout the world.

The facilities are further strengthened by
General Motors’ research and development centres
such as the Millbrook Proving Ground inthe UK.

It enables Vauxhall to introduce new technol-
ogy and advanced design features ahead of the
field thus benefiting our custormners.

Itis well-proven technology aimed at designing
fuel-efficient, stylish and practical cars that represent
outstanding value for money.

VAUXHALL




