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HE HOPE that Watford will be caught by the backlash

n Monday was the only slight consolation for Luton Town

apporters who made the trip to'Merseyside to see the worst

erformance the team has given for many years.
Everton were as far ahéad in: every facet of football as the 5-0 result

iggests, ‘even if the first two goals were

It was the worst defeat,
id the most abysmal per-
rmance, since David
eat became manager.
pt since their last First
ivision season have the
»wn been crushed by five
als — and that occasion,
Derby in March 1975,
is followed by relega-
m.
I =till believe the cur-
nt Town side is a better
othalling outfit than that
ie, but there is a. worry-
g difference — seven
ars ago the team learned
ssons . and got better
pnth by- menth,
If the display at Ever-
n was a genuine measure
the Town's abilities we
uld expect 'a bleak
wristmas and -a miserable
'w Year. But surely no
mbination of 12 men can
be ofit form together
| the same day again.
And surely no player
n fail to.suffer ag nies
<hattered professional
ide to allow Watford to
iulate Everton.
IThe strange thing was
at  for the first 20
inutes or so, despite a
rmy goal against them,
3 Town were not
ferior.

POSSIBLE

And for the first 20
mnutes of the second half
¢ familiar task of pulling
ck a two-goal deficit did
it look impossible,

But Terry Curran, a
nger who seems to play
o or three brilliant
mes a season, Once again
ved up one for the Town.
1 loan f{rom Sheffield
vited, he completed a
y of torment for a Town
fence that looked the
srst in the First Division.
Clive Goodyear, dogged
d determined, was the
ly man in the back four
emerge with any credit,
hough even he found
irran too hot to handle.
The major destruction
15 done on the flanks,
th Kevin Sheedy sharp
d incisive down Ever-
n's left before Curran
ok over down their right
the second half.

The defence simply
ved in, despite a re-
uffle. The Town started
th Wayne Turner at left-
ck and Mal Donaghy in
dfield. When Turner
:nt off after an hour to
replaced by Lil Fuccillo,
e score was still only 0-2.
Donaghy dropped back

Match

JWN: Findlay; Stephens,
(Fuccillo, 60 mins); Hill,

Walsh, Moss.

"ERTON: Arnold; Stevens,
Sheedy; Curran, Johnson

McMahon, Richardson,
(Sharp, 75 mins), Heath.

IE GOALS: John Bailey,

early Christmas presents.
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and Fuccillo went into a
midfield that badly needed
mdre drive, but the change
was" ineffective.

The Town's game was
littered by mistakes in all
parts of the field, and the
attacking threat was about
as potent as a snowflake in
hell.

Brian Stein's absence
may be some excuse, and
David Geddis, signed on
loan from Aston Villa, had
no chance to show the
power he had when he was
at ‘Kenilworth Road for a
couple of months nearly
siX vears ago.

When the Town had the
ball they had no-one able
to use it accurately. They
were invariably second
best in the tackle, and
rarely able to find spaces
in the last 25 yards of the
field.

A vollev by David Moss
which was tipped over the
bar, and two shots by
Geddis, one wide and one
blocked. was the sum total
of thee Town’s serious
attacking threat.

Everton goalkeeper Jim
Arnold was in danger of
catching frostbite, and was
once seen to squat with
his hands pressed hard
down onto the turf as he
watched the action at the
distant end. He was,
apparently, trving to keep
warm from the under-soil
heating which made the
pitch soft and sometimes
tricky on a day when most
of the North of England
was covered by frost, snow
and hail.

The only storm at
Goodison Park was the
thundering pressure which
finally destroved the Town,
with three goals in the
last 20 minutes.

And it should be added
that Everton got their
killer goals through pure
football. Their first two
had an element of luck
about them, but there was
nothing fluky about the
way they footballed
through for the other
three.

And if referee Michael
Peck of Kendal had been
better there would have
been another goal because
Richard Money was lucky
to escape giving awayv a
penalty
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Details
EVERTON 5 LUTON TOWN 0

Half-time: 2-0

Goodyear, Money, Turner

Horton, Donaghy; Geddis,

Ratclifie, Higgins, Bailey;

14 mins, 50-yard pass that

bounced over Findlay; Kevin Sheedy, 39 mins, from

20-vard free-kick routine;

Terry Curran solo run and

shot, 71 mins; Adrian Heath, 73 mins, from Curran’s
fun and cross; Heath, 84 mins, from McMahon’s run

and cross,

FTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town five saved and three
wide; Everton five saved and seven wide. Corners: 7-6

to the Town.

TTENDANCE: 14,982, second lowest of the season so
far at Goodison Park, on a bitterly cold day.

:FEREE: Michael Peck, Kendal. Made some decisions
that were hard to understand, but played better than

most of the Town's men.

{TERTAINMENT: Everton fans thought it was smash-
ing. It was agony for the rest of us.

And while Jake Findlay
goes down as the ‘culprit
for the first goal—a super-
bounce by a tango ball—
he did i1nake zood saves
from Adrian Heath and
Kevin Sheetdy.

The opening goal, in tha
l4th * minute, was -pure
pantomime. Left back
John Bailey tried to feed
a Jlong high pass for
David Johnson to chase.
He overhit ir,- ard had
turned away to run back
into defence. But the - 50-
vard -effort, given 1p by
Johnson, caught Findlay
ten vards off his line and
bounced over his head in-
to the net.

The. match still - looked
reasonably well balanced,
in the 39th minute when
Everton got their second.
Brian Horton, getting in
hard to make the tackles
count, was penzalised for
one of his Iem‘ physical
blocks on Heath five vards
outside the penalty area.

DEFLECTED
The free kick was
touched off twice to take
the move sidewavs before
Sheedy shot frem 20 vards.
His drive « caught a de-
flection off'a defender to

leave Findlay wrong-
footed.
Curran's solo finale

started in the 71st minute
He collected a .headed
pass by Johnson on the
half-way line,, , attacked
down the right wing, and
with Goodvear backing off
all the time finished with
a shot into the bottom
corner to put Everton safe
at 3-0. !

He left Donahv bLeaten
two minutes later to com-
plete another run by pull-
ing a pass back for Heath
to score the fourth, and
with six minutss to go the
humiliation was concluded
with Curran’s back-heel in
his own half giving Steve
McMahon the chance to
race past Donaghy. Kirk
Stephens crossed over to
fry to cover ard Mc-
Mahon's pass cut him out,
with Heath unattended in
the centre to score with
ease. ’

Gary

two places
back on the bottom.

Birmingham, Norwich and Sunderland all have 17
points, three fewer than the Town.

Spurs did the Town a favour by beating Birmingham
ile Nottingham Forest also
helped by winning 1-0 at Norwich, where the Town play
on-TucMia_\' night.

Todayv's home and away First Division table:

HOME Goals

L F A
021 8

2-1 at White Hart

Liverpool

Manchester United IR

Noitingham
Watiord
Aston Villa
West Ham
Coventry
WEA

Manchester City .

Ipswich
Tottenham
Sverion

Scuthampton

Sioke

Notts County

Arsenal
Swansea
Erighten
Luton
Sunderiand
Norwich

Birmingham
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PANTOMIME IS |,
LITTLE
EARLY ...

Three points off
relegation zone

WITH OTHER results being kind to them this week, the

Town geo into Christmas in 19th place in the First Division,

one victory above three teams level on points at the bottom
Sunderland were the only endangcred team to win.

Rowell scored a hat-trick

victory over Arsenal at Roker Park to lift them

up the table, and dump Birmingham
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'@ HEADING BACK:

David Geddis, making his
“second debut™  for the
Town, puts in a header at
Goodison Park. He has
been signed on a monih's
loan from Aston Villa te
replace Brian Stein.

He was at Kenilworth
Road on loan from Ipswich
in the spring of 1977, when
he scored on his debut, his
first full league game.

But there was no fairy-
tale happy ending for
Geddis or the Town this
time.

DOG

smiller

the
Cin
without
backplate _and finnials,

""'L!url.! these fires comi
complete with  a
GAS COAL
LIVING FIRE

tconventional chimney
required)
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COPPER Kettles, Coffee Pols,
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. HEARTH and HOME
PEACOCK PARADE, 3 LAKE STREET
LEIGHTON BUZZARD. Telephone 381785

=

LIMITED

WE ARE THE OIL SPECIALISTS

for home and industry

+ SPECIAL LOW, LOW,; PRICES
% SPECIAL QUICK DELIVERIES

TELEPHONE US NOW FOR OWR FRICES
AND WE WILL DELIVER TOMDRROW.

KINGS LANGLEY
(09277) 69149/65056



