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Changes

Pleat threatened
changes before the game
and his tactical moves
worked like a charm
against West Ham'’s
sophisticated approach

work.

" MATCH DETAILS 18

WEST HAM: Parkes,

TR

Stewart,

It provided superb en-
tertginment for the fans in
a pulsating game and gave
Pleat his first night's de-
cent, sleep for many
matdhes.

It may be unfair te
single out Walsh's
achievement, But the fact
remains he ripped the
Hammers defence apart
with! his lethal finishing
and !did his future Eng-

land) chances a power of

good.

Robson left the ground
bubhling over the three

Gallagher, Dickens, Martin,

(Morgan), Devonshire, Van der Elst, Cotlee, Clark, Allen, Pike.
LUTON TOWN: Findlay, Stephens, Thomas, Horton, Goodyear,

Donaghy, Hill, Bunn (Kellock), Walsh, 1
REFEREE: T. Spencer (Salisbury).

ATTENDANCE: 21,435.

urner, Moss.

{

GOALS: Cottee (19), Clark (65), Walsh (38, 73, 90).

C WALSH

utonl revel in the mud

Luton goals after saying:
“It isn’t fair to single out
one player after a superb
game which was a credit
to both teams.

“But Walsh was very
sharp on the turn and his
ﬁnis‘ning was of the high-
est quality.

Astonishing

“This was an astonish-
ing effort on a sticky pitch
from two teams playing
their fourth match in ten
days. What 1 saw tonight
was magnificent for Eng-
lish football.”

The pudding-like pitch
appeared to be totall
against decent football.
But both teams overcame
the conditions to give
21,000 supporters excep-
tional value for their
money.

Walsh was given superb
support by Bunn, who can

now look forward to an
extended run in the first
team, while Thomas, a
student of the Yquth Op-
portunities Scheme, also
displayed his undoubted
potential at the back.
Despite the fagt West
Ham twice took the lead,
most of the attacking for-
mulas were provided by
Luton who lliﬂe them-
selves well aboxle their
recent performanees.

After that early scare to
West Ham’s  defence,
Ricky Hill threateped Phil
Parkes’ goal withi a shot
which the keepqr man-
aged to grab on the line
before skipper Brian Hor-
ton — who got through a
mountain of work — shot
just wide.

But despite those early
threats, the Hammers
went in front after 19
minutes when Tony Cottee

STRIKES

stabbed in a close-range
shot in West Ham's first
serious attack.

The Town could have
been level six minutes

later when Wayne Turner,

who replaced Fuccillo,
should have done better

with a clear vision of goal.

but wasted the oppor-
tunity by shooting wide.

Superb

David Moss, another
vital cog in this superb
display, also fired wide
before Walsh equalised
for the first time when he
took advantage of a build-
;llpuinvolving Bunn and

ill.

But, with 65 minutes
gone, Luton’s luck
appeared to run out when
Geoff Pike struck the
angle of the post and bar
with a vicious shot. It
bounced out to Sandy

DAVID PLEAT
Clark whose header beat
Jake Findlay.

But the Town were far
from buried and Walsh
displayed his delicate ball

control to smash a fine
shot past Parkes in the
73rd minute to equalise
again.

Eleven minutes later
Moss made a terrible mis-
take when he allowed
Parkes to grab the ball at
his feet before Walsh
struck in injury time
taking adv_antaﬁe of Ray
Stewart’s mistake to draw
the keeper before smack-
mglm a deserved winning
goal. - S it




