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RELEGATION FEAR
' EASED BY
A DOUBLE

The battle
to stay up

BOTTOM of the First
Division a week ago, the
Town are now 19th, four
points clear of the three
relegation places.

RELEGATION fears may not be completely dead
yet, but the Town’s second successive victory, over
bottom club Birmingham at Kenilworth Road on
Tuesday evening, suggested that the side’s ability
and determination is a cut above the real strugglers.

The nervous tension apparent in the run of three
defeats in a row vanished a5 Birmingham were thrashed
in the first half, to complete a double to match the one
that disposed of Brighton.

9 Today’s places " at the

I think those are two teams who deserve the drop, h blez

; ’ foot of the table:
and the third could well be Swansea, the next team to WO P A
visit Kenilworth Road. Man City .. 3711 81843 64 41
Ricky Hill timed his return to peak form, for half =~ Morwich ... 331018133 %0 22 %
the game at least, to perfection, with two cracking goals  swansea 36 9 918 45 53 3§
to remind watching England boss Bobby Robson that the  Brighton 36 3111734 6235

Birmingham 36 713 16 32 53 34

talented midfielder has a right to be on the international BraWtons bkt Invaid 1o il

® MAGIC:

EURO-CHAMPIONS BEATEN

SR 2 i3 . i L 7 &7 &
ky Hill crowns his superb first half with his se
end of a solo run through the Birmingha m defence.

X

Q- y-83

scene.

iﬁ 7 ?% /2% better chances.

cond goal at the

Yet football's lovely quality of being different to
every man who watches enabled defiant
boss Ron Saunders to claim that he was robbed.

He's still waiting hopefully for his first away win
of the season, and it sounded as though he were kidding
himself when he claimed that his goalkeeper never had a
serious shot to save, and that Birmingham created the

Birmingham

He might have added that their finishing was barely
Second Division standard, and Hill's devastating striking
had ended the contest with half the match still to play.

With confidence rebuiit
by the victory over Aston
Villa, the Town murdered
Birmingham in the first

FA Cup semi-final against Shef-
field Wednesday on Saturday.
League games involving the rele-
gation zone: Coventry v Birming-
ham, Manchester City v West
Ham, Motts County v Luton,

Swansea v Stoke,
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- perfect finish

LUTON TOWN 2, ASTON VILLA 1

BIRMINGHAM: Coton; Van den Hauwe, Stevenson, Blake,
Hagan; Broadhurst (Phillips, 49 minutes), Gayle, Halsall,
Hopkins; Ferguson, Harford.

THE GOALS: Ricky Hill, four minutes, from Trevor Aylott’s
headed pass to Paul Walsh’s ¢ Brian Horton, penalty,

His problem was that
the Town showed the skill
and sparkle, with Hill the
arch exponent.

But the flowing incisive
football, reminiscent of the

Trevor Aylott was not far
behind, and his clever
headed pass from Walsh's
cross set up Hill for the
first goal in the fourth
minute.
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The answer has been a consistent declaration of faith
in the outstanding.talent that the winger brought to Luton
five years ago. “He’s always likely to produce one moment
of ¢ and turn a game for us. He's worth his place for
that

Villa boss Tony Barton had no moans about the result, *
despite being sickened at conceding the winner two minutes
into injury time.

Luton’s commitment and fire, he said, particularly in
the second half, deserved the points, and he was sure that
if that level of performance could be matched for the rest
of the season Luton could forget relegation worries.

The Town, despite the absence of Brian Horton, were
back to their early-season best, with the added ingredient
of passionate endeavour after the interval when Villa back-
pedalled and tried to settle for a draw,

DEPRESSING SEQUENCE ENDED

Every member of the Town side looked sharp and
cager to end the run of four successive defeats, and their
first==o0al, hooked in by Trevor Aylott from Mal Donaghy’s

cross in the 30th minute, was well deserved

Gary Shaw, with a superb solo ball juggle and volley,
cracked in the equaliser four minutes before the break, /
but 2 ay traffic after that, |

continually in action as the Town ’

pounded away at his goal, with all the defenders getting [
up Lo support attack

Some of the finishing was wayward but the tension
evaporated in a roof-lifting roar to greet Moss's tenth goal
of the season to make the score-line a reflection of the run
of the game

THE MATCH DETAILS
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loses out to Blues’ goalkeeper Tony Coton.
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