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ENGLAND GOALKEEPER, Peter Shilton, watches Paul Elliott's header roll into the net for the Town's

opener at The Dell and afterwards blamed team-mate Ruben Agboola for putting it

PAUL ELLIOTT gets up among a ruck of defenders to head
n in the fifth minute with his first goal in the First Division

ON COURSE

Home draw is
enoughtokeep
boss happy...

LUTON TOWN 0, STOKE CITY 0

LOOKING for three points from the two holiday weekenc
games to ensure First Division survival for another season
Luton manager David Pleat was content in the end with twc
after Stoke City frustrated his depleted side at Kenilwortt

Road on Monday.

The second scoreless home game of the season might have gone eithe
way, and if the result was disappointing it soon looked a lot better as othe

results became known.

The Town may be clear of the drop already, and the value of the per
formance against Stoke was that it left them poised to make certain i
Saturday's final home game of the season.

By that time the players will have had a rest, and Paul Walsh may bs
able to return to inject the missing sparkle into attack.

Stoke boss Ritchie
Barker cheerfully ad-
mifted that Walsh's
absence following his
injury at Southampton
had made a big differ-
ence fo the game.

He claimed that Stoke
didn’t really operate an
offside trap. It just hap-

pened because their de-
fence realised thev could
edge forward behind clear-
ances— ‘Luton lacked a bit
of pace up front , . . but
we wouldn’t think of doing
that if Walsh had been
playing.”

I am one of the spec-
tators who accept that with
some misgivings, but agree
with both managers that
the result was about right.

The Town's problems are
behind the scenes rather
than on the pitch. The
strength In reserve is so
sparse that with Walsh
joining Brian Stein on the

the Town in front against Southamp-
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injured list the Town put
out a side with only
two experienced attackers,
Trevor Avylott and David
Moss.

They both battled hard,
but i1t was left to Tony
Godden to save the point
with two tremendous saves
in the first half, when
Stoke were too good for a
disorganised Town side.

The Town plaved half
the game with Moss on the
right wing, Avlott in the
centre and Raddy Antic
floating behind them.

Brian Horton had passed
a fitness test on the pitch
before kick-off, and plaved
after a pain-killing injec-
tion to prevent further en-
forced changes.

The presence of 18-year-
old Ray Daniel as substi-
tute, and 17-year-old Garry
Parker the other plaver in
contention for that role,
underlined Mr Pleat's point
when he said that his team
choice had been governed
by who was fit and able to
play rather than bv a con-

sidered selection from a
full squad.
BETTER
Stoke had ‘much the

better of the first half. The
45-minute corner count was
8-0 to the visitors, and but
for Godden’s outstanding
work Stoke would have
been at least two up by the
interval.

The strength of his game
5 in his ability to make
quick reflex saves, and
when the chances arose to
prove the point he denied
Sammy Mcllroy in the 30th
minute and pushed a hea-
der by Ian Painter onto a
post 13 minutes later.

The Town had a let-off
when Micky Thomas pro-

Match

duced a eracking volley
which whistled wide, while
the only first-half dange:
to Paul Fox at the othe:
end was when he blockec
a shot by Moss, who had
been put clear by Avylott,
and then watched Wayne
Turner blast the rebound
well wide,

The Town looked a more
confident outfit after the
break when Moss revented
to the left wing and Turner
was moved up into attack.

They were still un-
balanced, but the amount
of effort put into it almost
overcame that problem,

WIDE

Avlott nearly snatched a
goal with a solo burst and
a shot which curled widg
of the far post with Fox
beaten anq Turner, not too
happy as an attacker, sent
a fair chance wide after
good work by Moss,

Horton had a 20-yarder
pushed round the post, but
tiredness and tension crept
into the last 20 minutes
or so.

Mcllroy struck a sweet
half-volley a fraction too
high to remind the Town
that any mistakes at the
back could be fatal, but on
the whole the defence had
a good day.

Paul Elliott, patchy in
his first few weeks, played
with cool authority, par-
ticularly in the first half
and Richard Money has
come back to form at an
important time.

Even so the final whistle
came as a relief because
Stoke looked the stronger
in the latter stages and
news that all the other
endangered teams had
failed to win made the
Town'’s point look a real
holiday treat.

Details

TOWN: Godden; Stephens, Elliott, Donaghy,

Money;

Hill, Horton, Turner, Antic; Aylott, Moss, Sub: Daniel,

not used.

STOKE: Fox; Bould, Hampton, O'Callaghan, McAughtrie;

Bracewell,
Maguire.

Thomas, Mcliroy; Chamberlain, Painter,
Sub: Griffiths, not used.

GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town seven saved and seven wide;
Stoke five saved, eight wide, one deflected on to a post,

Corners: 12-2 to Stoke.

REFEREE: Alan Gunn, Sussex — suffered with one lines-
man who had difficulty with the offside law, then got
it wrong when he gave one offside decision himself,

ATTENDANCE: 11,877 — second highest at Kenilworth
Road since Liverpool's visit in February.

ENTERTAINMENT: Not as bleak as the average 0-0

draw, and a fascinating contest in the later stages
when fears about possile defeat kept Town supporters

hearts flutterine.



@® HELPING OUT a weakened

A

attack, Raddy Antic causes problems for the Stoke City efendars.

..but McMenemy is not |

SOUTHAMPTON 2,
LUTON TOWN 2

PRE-MATCH comments by the
rival managers underlined their

differing attitudes to the draw at
Southampton,

David Pleat hag said in his Luton
News column a week ago that a draw
would do nicely. Lawrie McMenemy
told his fans in his programme notes
that unless they saw a home victory
a point gained in the previous away
match at Stoke would be as good as
lost.

Having seen his team Hfatter to
deceive against the Town, McMenemy
was in no mood to talk to reporters
about the game,

.PRESSURE

Perhaps he had every reason fo
be choked, because Southampton had
been ahead once and then seen their
England goalkeeper Peter Shilton
beaten from about 30 yards by Raddy
Antic. And the Saints piled on enor-
mous pressure in the second half
against a/makeshift re-arranged Luton
formation, but could not find a way
through.

Mr Pleat, by contrast, shared the
Luton fans' delight at a performance
which included the right mix of foot-
ball values—a touch or two of in-
spiration, a lot of good teamwork, and
a dogged determination to overcome
the odds when things went against
them.

With Brian Horton out injured,
Antic played in midfield, with Wayne
Turner holding his place in that de-
partment and for a long time it was
an even contest between two sides
prepared to attack.

'THWARTE
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D: Stoke goalkeeper Peter Fox uses his knees to block

amused

The first half was full of spark-
ling entertainment, with both sets of
forwards looking good, and two de-
fences holding out well until they
were faced by set pieces.

The Town's first real attack
brought a goal in the sixth minute.
Antic swung a long ball forward to
the right wing and Paul Walsh raced
clear and pulled a perfect pass back
into the path of David Moss, His shot
was goalbound until it hit Chris
Nicholl and went for a corner.

Moss curled in the kick towards
the near post, and Paul Elliott
claimed his first goal in Division One
with a neat deflection, with South-
ampton saying that sweeper Reuben
Agboola got the final touch to make
it an own goal.

SET PIECES

The Saints fought back well and
put pressure on a Town defence that
rarely looked in trouble until two
more set pieces caused their down-
fall. From the first, a hard low free
kick, Mark Wright poked in the
equaliser, and nine minutes later a
corner was not properly cleared and
David Armstrong headed a 28th-
minute goal to give his side the lead.

The Saints had three minutes to
enjoy that before Antic took a free
kick from 30 vards and rattled in a
shot that beat Shilton off .a post,
with the ball never more than a foot
or so off the ground.

Shilton was beaten again five
minutes later when Moss hit a post
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from 25 vards, but the England goal-
keeper did well to regain his balance
and save when Trevor Aylott was
first to the rebound.

The pattern changed after the
interval. Walsh limped off in the 50th
minute with a thigh strain and the
Town took a long time to settle down
into a new formation.

Clive Goodyear went on at left-
back, Richard Money went into mid-
field, and _ Antic -moved up into
attack.

Southampton did ~most of the
attacking after that, but although
there were some alarms, the Town
defence, with Mal Donaghy out-
standing, showed the determination
and spirit which could keep any side
safe.

Tony Godden made three im-
portant saves, and was let off once
when a header by Dave Puckett
looped over him and bounced back
off the crossbar, while Shilton had
to be alert at the other end to beat
out a far-post header from Aylott
after a perfect deep cross by Moss.

MATCH DETAILS

TOWN: Godden; Stephens, Elliott, Good-
year, Money; Hill, Antic, Turner; Walsh
{Goodvear 52 mins), Aylott, Moss.

SOUTHAMPTON: Shilton; Mills, Agboola,
Nicholl, Wright} Williams, Holmes, Armstrong,
Wallace; Baird (Puckett 66 mins), Moran,

THE GOALS: Paul Elliott for Luton, 5
mins: Mark Wright and David Armsirong [or
the Saints, 19 and 28 mins; Raddy Antic for
the Town, 31 minutes.

OTHER STRIKES: Town seven saved,
one wide, one hit a post; Saints seven saved,

11 -wide, one hit the bar. Cormers: 132 to
Southampton.
REFEREE: Jeff Bray, .Hinckley.
ATTENDANCE: 18,237,
ENTERTAINMENT: Sparkling first hall

and a fascinating contest in the second.

‘a shot by David Moss to rob the

Town of their best scoring chance in the 28th minute.
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