MANCHESTER CITY are relegated to
the Second Division for the first time in

20 years following

today’s disgraceful

home defeat by Luton Town at Maine

Road.

| A dramatic only goal came three minutes

|

from the end with substitute Raddy Antic

scoring with a powerful drive.

City mneeded only to
draw to save themselves,

but-they could not achieve "

‘even this in yet another
| pathetic performance by
'a team who weie well and
‘truly buried after years of
ilavish spending and out-

'rageous wages to so- called 3

‘star players v
Lut on, it has to be
' said, were the beter side
'and deserved their victor f‘:
| Now a lot of soul searc
ing and rebuilding will
have to be done at Maine

Road, and this time . the,

’Board have got to take'
~much of the responsibility.

-Clty, unchanged from
the side that gained a
First Division lifeline with
vietory- at Brighton -last
week received a tre-
memious welcome . as
. Power led them out for
‘his 250th ‘League appear-
ance. . :
~ With a massive con-
tingent from . Luton, the
attendance was building up
towards the 0,000 mark at
‘the kick-off.
. And City  stormed
forward from the outset
lRanson swinging {\e balf
tantalisingly. Godden
stretched to take the sross,
‘with Tueart - and Reeves
‘hovering close by.
. Baker threatened down

the right, but Donagh
swept the ball into touc
first time.

Bond was quickly in the
wans fou' the  Blues,
seemin:

ngly taking a blow
in the fyce after a clash
with Stephens.

TENSION

- Stein was checked by
MdDonald ~ when he
atten;{)ted ta break d(vwn

the
'I’he big Luton No 11
ggt another chance, and
is time shrugged aside

Powg; s&s challenge to gmn
|a 0.

headed strafght
W:lhams, :

With so much at ,stake
itor both sides, the tensmn
was razar”sh There

oodyear ‘W‘héh
ve )l,na{;igorously
e of the Luton

s o%aﬂ also suf
ﬁ o Ealbilie

id not

" Tueart,

“in  the

ina

MANCHESTER CITY:
Williams, Ranson, Me-
Donald, Reid, Bond, Caton,
Reeves, Baker,
Hartford Power. Sub: Kin-

se
{UTO*N TOWN: Godden,
Stephens, Elliott,
Goodyear, Donaghy,
Aylott, Walsh,
Stein. Sub: Anhc
Referee;
(Rotherham) 4

Turner,

the flow of the match
moving

Reeves swept the ball
wide to the right
Tueart, whose cross was

- turned behing for a corner,

Elliott soared above Bond
to head ctear when Hart-
ford crossed to the near

- post.

Luton responded, with

ominent, but with a

quar er of an hour gone

neither side had created a
worthwhile chance,

THREAT
Hartford next switched
the point of attack to the
right, but this time neither
Baker nor Ransom could
reach the ball before it

skidded into touch m a
rain-saturated surf

City used a Hartford
free kick as theip next
threat, but Horton cleared
at the expense of a corner.

Luton, in: fact, wempe
playing a mor contaming
game than usual, although
cxrcmnstance a
draw was of no use to
them unless Birmingham,

the oml»y other team who

could go down, were to
lose by four g'oa
The outcome was th.at
chances remained thin on
the ground, with both
sides content to slog it out
boring  midfield
exercise.

Hiill, ?lways a danger for
the itors, threatened
wiith cheeky lob that
McDonald turned bel'umd
on his leg.

Horton also used the
near<post as his target
from where Stein launched
himself full length to head
narrowlw wide — City’s
closest call so far,

~ Both. sides

Horton, .
Hill, -

A Challinor

for

were  still

- 87th-minute Antic goal puts
Bex; on men in Division Two

WN! CITY
FALL OFF
GHTROPE

283 -

Mine ! A sliding tackle from Manchester City’s
Paul Power on Luton Town's Clive Goodyear



