@ TRYING: Paul Waish on one of his runs at the
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_ THE mpossible dream
of the Town going top of
the -table at Anfield
“ended with them drop-
ping three places in the
First Division.--
g It needed a Luton win and
*- a Manchester United defeat,
*  but Old Trafford enjoyed see-

ing struggling Wolves beaten
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Liverpool defence, with Phil Neal the opponent.

OP SPOT

tion for the Town's visit ¢n
Saturday.

Southampton. 3-2 home
winners over Ipswich, moved
above the Town, and so did
Spurs, who are now showing

poal’s success was completed
for the home fans when it
was announced that Everton
hdd lost.

Leicester beat them 2-0 for

are 22nd

three
draws from 11 matehes and
still not a win this season.

now with

Notts County, nine games
without a win, are on seven
points, and also in {rouble
each with nine points
Stoke and Watford,

dare

Today's top of the table

RUSH

won praise and admiration after their worst defeat i
nearly 20 years. :

Liverpool had shown all the skill and talent that
has made them Britain's top team in recent yeur
They deserved all six of their goals—and had another
disallowed for offside—and were ruthless in a demoy.
stration of the class gap between the best in the Fjpt
Division and the rest.

For Luton fans it was
torture to sce their team
as bit-part actors on a
stage where Liverpool
strutted with elegant ex-
cellence.  Yet even
found a perverse pleasure
at watching the best
team performance I am
ever likely to witness.

“But Luton tried to play
the game as it should be
played . . . and we profited
from that.”

It was one of those dayvs The 'I'oy‘n were on the
when evervthing Liverpool  ropes within five minutes of
tried came off. “We'd have kick-off, when a reshuffled
taken care of most teams side found itself tvo down
on that form,” said manager and chasing  shadows s

Joe Fagan.

“The big difference today
was that we playad well and
got the goals. Other davs
they haven't been going in
like that.” -

And he added a tribute 1o
the Town: “A lot of teams
come here and try to close

Liverpool played with simple
but precise skill.

PURRED

Anheld purred at the
smoothness and expertise of
every man in a red shirt,
They were so much on top
that vou wonderéd if thev
hadn’t put an extra man or
two on the field.

Goalkeeper  Bruce Giob-
belaar had such an easy
afternoon that he had picked
up his ‘bag of bits and
pieces five minutes or more
before the whistle blew for
half-time and at 90 minutes.

He was persuaded to

LIVERPOOL 6 LUTON TOWN U
Half-time: 4-0

TOWN: Secalev; Stephens, Elliott, Donzghy, Thomas; Hill,
Antic, Horton, Turner; Walsh, Stein. Sub: Goodyear,
spared from his first appearance of the scason.

LIVERPOOL: Grobbelaar; Neal, Lawrenson, Hensen, Ken-
nedvs Lee, Souness, Dalglish, Nicol; Rush, Robinson. Sub:
Hodgson, not needed.

THE GOAILS: Five for Ian Rush, 75 seconds, and 5, 36, 54
cnd 87 minutes; Dalglish 37 minutes.

OTHER STRIKES: Town three saved, seven wide, one hit
the bar; Liverpool cight saved, 13 off target, one hit the
bar, one disallowed for ofiside. Corners: 7-3 to Liverpool. the

more” as
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ONE of the many surprises of an amazing day a¢ I I H E I R l E E I
Anfield was the fact that shattered Luton Town gy

Ruthless champions
are real smashers

Report by Brian Swain

Pictures : Mark Richards

1111: game down. They pack
I tight in defence and deny
you space. 3

throw it back

into the net
when the Town had a late
defiant flurry, with Paul

Walsh shooting against

the
bar in the last minute

Before

then the Liverpool
goalkeeper

[ had been a spec-
tator. He made just three
saves, all simple, in the
whole game, one from Brian
Stein and two from free
kicks by Raddv Antic. His
only other work was to deal
with a couple of crosses,

Tan Rush will ke remem-
bered as the goal king, com-
pleting a hat-trick by the
36th minute and adding two
more 1n the second half.

Kenny Dalglish, the most
ghittering of ihe Liverpool
stars, was giited the fourth
eight minutes before the in-
terval with a- long-range
shot which went through
and under Les Sealey.

The best goal of the match
was Rush’s fourth, nine min-
utes into the second half. It
was typical o fthe day: Alan
Kennedy raced up the left

Les

wing, crossed high and hard
to the far. post, and Rush
was perfectly placed.

He tried a volleyv which
might have gone anvwhere,
but hit the top of the net
because this was an after-
noon when Liverpool could
do no wrong.

MISSED

The Town were not as
bad as the record books will

suggest. They missed the
injured David Moss, and
with Trevor Avlott also
ruled out by injury they
kicked off with a 4-4-2
formation.

It never had a chance to
settle down because Rush
scored his first in just 75
seconds after Paul Elhott
had  blocked " shots ° by
Sammy Lee and Phil Neal
The - rebound from the
second block, true to the
day’'s pattern, fell towards

a red shirt and not a white
one, and Rush did the rest
with just a hint of offside
in-the air as he scored.

Mitchell Thomas had. been
brought in at left-back with
Wayne Turner pushed into
the problem mdfield posi-
tion.

Fans earn cheers

EVEN the Town's fans carned applause at
Liverpool. Hundreds who made the journey
were still singing “We'll support you cver
sixth goal went

as well

The prime requirement in
that department was for
solid tackling. Brian Horton
did everything he ‘could, but
Turner, . Ricky _Hill and
Antic all found it too much.
It was almost impossible
to tackie Liverpool because
they rarely bothered to take
men on in midfield, simply
passed the ball around with
controlled freedom, Knowing
that a man would be making
himself available. ¥
Attacks mounted
down beth flanks, with the
full width of the p used
and with defenders getting
forward at will. ]
The Town's
hopeless at half-time when
they were .four. down, vet
they restored some pride in
the second half with another
reshuffled formation
Antic was pulled back into
a sweeping role, with Kirk
Stephens and Thomas being
asked to bréak forward
more often.

were

cause

wads

EFFECTIVE

That pattern looked
more effective

a iot

and. at least

gave the Town the look of a
team that had a right 1o be
in  the

same division as the

sh shone, so far as
anyone did, with his will
ness to have a go, and
threatened so much that
least one Liverpool préssman
was wishing he and Michael
Robinson would switch clubs.

I'he problem for the Town
as Rush said as he left the

ground, was that

1
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@ LOST: Just for once Phil Neal is baffied. Mitchell Thomas is the man responsible
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