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- @ NO GOAL: Peter Shilton loses possession, Eme ka Nwajiobi pounces, and the ball is on its way into

the net within a minute of Southampton’s opening goal. But the ref ruled that Brian Stein, hu_iden
' behind Shilton, had fouled his England team-mate to provide the opening and the ““equaliser’’ didn’t

Stein,

ute;

goal in the 89th minute.

“equaliser”,

Match Details

SOUTHAMPTON 2 LUTON TOWN 1
Half-time: 2-0

TOWN: Secaley; Stephens, Elliott, Donaghy, Thomas; Hill,
Horton, Daniel; Nwajiobi (Goodyear, 66 mins), Walsh

Pontypridd—may

TACTICAL CH

THE manager included himself in the Luton Town

team of 13 beaten at The Dell by a Southampton side
which now has European football and an FA Cup
final appearance firmly in its sights.

. David Pleat confessed that his team selection
ability, lauded when it held champions Liverpool at
Kenilworth Road, was one of the Luton failures this

time.

A late goal by Mal:

Donaghy, his first in the
league this season, in-
duced a brief spell of
hope that the Town
might snatch a point they
did not deserve on their
performance for the first
90 minutes.

Referee Keith  Cooper

played an astonishing extra
five minutes for no obvious
reason, and it was the only
period when Southampton
were not in full control of
things.
" One victory at Wolver-
hampton has been the
Town's only win in their
last 11 league and cup out-
ings, and with chairman
Denis Mortimer in the stand
it may not have been a bad
day to point up the clash of
interests  bedevilling Mr
Pleat.

SOUTHAMPTON: Shilton; Agboola; Mills, Wright, _Holn_ic*-',
Dennis; Williams, Armstrong, Wallace; Moran, Worthing-
ton, Sub: Puckett, not needed.

THE GOALS: Two for Southampton in the first half, Malrk

Wright header from Steve Williams free kick, 30th min-
David Armstrong header f[rom
44th minute; Mal Donaghy header for the Town after
Clive Goodvear headed cross by Kirk Stephens across

Mick Mills cross,

OTHER STRIKES AT GOAL: Town five saved, six wide,
one netted but disallowed; Southampton seven saved,
nine wide, one hit the bar. Corners: 7-6 to Southampton.

ATTENDANCE: 17,947—signs for the first time that the
Luton following is dropping although the “No to Milton
Keynes™” banner is still at every game.

REFEREE: Keith €ooper,
swayed by Shilton’s reputation when he ruled out a Town

have been

ENTERTAINMENT: Not as good as it seemed in antici-
pation, with the Town’s failure to put their normal passing
game together the major disappointment, Poor finishing
cost Southampton a bigger victory margin,

Report by Brian Swain

Pictures : Mark Richards

_ Money has been found to Mur
finance yarious non-football
“experts” in  connection
with the Milton Kevnes
dream. The manager needs
cash for players. Just one
more quality First Division
midfielder might have made
all the difference at The
Dell,

Eight players in the two
teams were seeking to im-
press England boss Bobby

Pleat

upfield,

had thought

about bringing back Trevor
Aylott, but decided instead
that Emeka Nwajiobi should
be recalled to play on the
flank. The idea was that he
maght put pressure on Mark
Dennis, and stop his breaks
and at
time Paul Walsh and Brian
Stein would be back in their
twin spearhead roles to end
a three-match famine and to

the same

Robson, who was watching show their international
his last game before pick- potential.

ing sides to meet France on Both  objectives  were
Tuesday and last night at  nmussed. Nwajiobi = hardly

under-21 and - fuil
national levels.

The Southampton hope-
fuls did most to further
their ambitions, and I made
their skipper, Steve Wil-
liams, the man of the match
for a storming second half
effort when the Town wete
close to being humiliated.

nter-

Walsh

tried hard

sysiem,

looked like a winger, but
might just become a very
good centre-forward.
and Stein

both
to wriggle

through to dangerous posi-
tions, but were foiled by a
Southampton defence which
operates a smooth sweeper
with

Reuben

Agboola the spare man (o
tidy up if and when the con-
siderable defensive skills of
Mark Wright and Mick Mills
were by-passed, ;

At half-time Southampton
were flattered by their two-
goal lead. By the end, the
Town were flattered by the
result.

The Saints gradually won
the midfield contest, and
Stein and Walsh were denied
the sort of service they
might expect in an England
team. 3

The defence suffered
under growing pressure, and
while at times the stopping
work was good, failure to
pass accurately resulted in
Southampton having so
much possession of the bal
that they could =afford to
miss a stack of chances.

The ITV film coverage was
kind to Luton, making the
game look more evenly-
balanced than it was, In the
first half the Town man-
aged only two shots on tar-
get—a ‘'‘goal™ by Nwajiobi
that was disallowed and a

Euro-dream is fading

surprise home defeat against Arsenal. Paul

AFTER being in contention for a place
in Europe at the turn of the year, the
Town's 1984 results have sent them
tumbling down to a mid-table place in
the First Division.

One win at Wolves, and two draws, at
Aston Villa and at home to },:\crpuul.
means that they have taken only five ponts
out of the last 27 at stake.

Defeat at Southampton dropped them
three places, to 11th, which is the lowest
they have been all season,

The top six, where UEFA Cup places
are cuaranteed, are now nine points above
the Town's 40. The nearest relegation place
is 11 points below the Tawn.

Liverpool continue o look like title
{avourites, with QPR, who come to Kenil-

worth Road this week, beaten 2-0 at
Anfield. Manchester United reclaimed
second place because while they were
beating Sunderland 2-1 at Old Trafford

| 1 ‘ores er 1 to 2
Nottingham Forest were 80INg dowr

Marmer got
his transfer
dropped to

Norwich.

the only

fourth

goal, his first since
West Ham
they lost at

from Ipswich

when

e « 1 .
Today's home and away league table:

HOME Goals AWAY Goals

PWDLFAWDLFAP

Liverpool 2010 3 3% 8 7 5 1171258
Manchester Utd 2010 2 33116 5 8 1216
Nottingham For 2 9% 3 34 1 5A31e ._»!
Wes{ Ham 0 9. 2 IS 6 3 AMIEN
Southamplon 2 9 3 22011 5 43 15 13 49
Queens Park Rgrs 28 9 3 325 9 5 1 72 1-‘ 4{;
Norwich 29 8 4 IAU4 Y 5 1013 42
Watford 20 6 4 4% 6 1 8 :
Tottepham 2 g :: s _13(\ ? :5‘ 3
Aston Villa 210 3 12416 8§ 717
;.uum 26 5 3 ¢ MM T 14
Coventry % 5 ¥ 51%)6 5.8 4
Arsenal % 5 48220617
Birmingham 20 6-2 61513 4 4 7
Everton 7 5 853 ll‘ ll -: : E
Sunderland ls 3 l‘l.- :: S 1

ol 15M19 23 2
:‘-’\H:t‘vr 6 4 4 .‘.:f al .2 4. § 2
West Brom 290 6 3 51310 3in
Stoke 2% 6 3 517168 1 ‘- .D 1
Notts County 8 3 &4 6 !,': fl b | q .“1‘
Wolves 3% 1 6 TIINM 2

Town Match Verdid Y%
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drive by Stein which went
straight to Peter Shilton.

The first goal brought
modans. and groans from
Town supporters, Mills had
overlapped down the flank,
and tangled -with Mitchell
Thomas ' just outside the
penalty area. The hnesman
saw- no_ foul as Thomas
eventually got the ball away,
but the. referee over-ruled
him and gave the Saints a
free kick.

_With time to get orga-
nised, the Town still had no
tal man spare to pick up
centre-half Wright and he
charged in at the far post to
meet the flighted free kick
by Williams to head his first
goal of the season.

Within a minute of that
reverse the Town had the
ball in the Southampion net

Stein and Walsh worked
a half-chance and Wright
made a hash of a back-pass
attempt. Stein and .Shilton
went for the bali together
and as neither won it
Nwajiobi netted

Referée  Keith  Cooper
ruled that Stein's challenge
on Shilton was a foul. I
wondered if he would have
made the same decision at
the other end, or if any
other plaver bar a goalkeeper
had been involved, There
are times when 50/50 deci-
sions alwavs Seem to RO in
favour of the big-name

plaver who is an admired
professional.
At that stage the Town

looked capable of stayving in
contention, but the defence
was caught by another hmgh
cross a few seconds before
half-time. Sealev punched z
cross from Southampton’s
left flank towards the other
wing, Mills sent the b;.‘.;
back into the middle and
David Armstrong had all
the time and space he needed
to take very deliberate aim
from seven vards to put his
header into the net.

The Town were in danger
of bemng over-run :n‘thc
second half. Sealey made a

HOICE
A MISTAKE

coupie. ol very pood saves
as Williams drove his side
forward, and Frank Worth-
ington cracked  a 20-varder
agamst the bar.

With 24 minutes te go,
ged formation

send-

Mr Pleat chan
withdrawing Nwajiobi
mg on Clive Goodyvez
central defence and pu
Donaghy into midfield.
It was to0 i
the tide of uthampton
confidence the Town
had an amazing let-off when
Steve Moran drew

shing

e 10 slem

and beat

Sealev and lad 3 pass ‘10
Armstrong shot wide
of a n net from

about eight yards
Consalation came with my

watch showmg 89 minutes

and 12 seconds gone. Dennis

crunched into H to
earn a booking. Horton rol-
led the fr kick to Kirk

Stephens, and his long cross
was headed back by Good-
vear for
into the t
of Shilton’s re

to head

, Weil oul

‘ ON T..AR‘G‘IET: Briéﬁmégéiﬁ cracks .i" the Town's best first-half t, a left-foot
effort that flew straight to Peter Shilton.
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@ TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE: Mal Donaghy, watched by two
good strikers, leaps to head the Town's consolation goal, his
first in the league this season. Frank Worthington and Paul
Walsh are the men left standing.
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